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PREFACE. 



It has been the Writer's object in 
this book, to exhibit the operations 
and-the result of good and evil prin- 
ciples and dispositions. This he 
has done, not by pictures drawn by 
the imagination, but in facts. The 
scriptural pieces contain faithful il- 
lustrations of the sacred narratives ; 
and, in the other sketches, the read- 
er is presented with real incidents, 
and the lessons which they enforce. 
There is a power in truth which is 
felt in no embellishment. In moral 
painting, simplicity and fidelity are 
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iv PREFACE. 

thebest instruments forefFect j and the 
utility of any scene is lost, when the 
suspicion is excited that it is either 
too fine or too horrible for reality. 
The characters are taken from vari- 
ous scenes, to show that religion 
can adorn every age, and bless every 
condition ; and that, in every sphere, 
the hope of impunity in sin is vain, 
• and that its wages are shame, misery, 
and death. 

Some of the incidents may appear 
too unimportant for detail; but to 
an uncorrupted taste, nothing is more 
pleasing than nature and goodness in 
their simplest forms. In various pub- 
lications, religion in the lower orders 
of society, has been exhibited in as- 
sociation with hypocrisy, and with 
enthusiasm — ^its forms have been made 
the disguise of knavery, and its im- 
pulse represented as leading to ex- 
travagance and presumption ; and it 
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^ PREFACE. V 

seemed no unnecessary opposition to 
such statements, to show it guiding 
to wisdom and probity in the com- 
mon scenes of life, and attended in 
all its movements by integrity and 
peace. Whatever defects may mark 
the execution of these Sketches, they 
have this to give them value, that the 
incidents detailed are literally true j 
and if goodness here appears amiable, 
it is drawn with no borrowed or ideal 
charm. 

Thaf this little work may lead to 
the profitable study of human life and 
character, and that it may be blessed 
for warning to. the simple, and for 
excitement to the pious, is the sin- 
cere wish of the writer, and will be 
his best reward. 

HENRY BELFRAGE. 
FaVcirJc, JiOy 1, 1822. ' 
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OF 

LIFE AND CHARACTER. 



A GOOD MINISTER. 

In some periods, the ministers of religion have 
been 'the objects of excessive veneration. I 
speak not of the ages of Popish darkness, in 
which their sentiments were regarded as the 
fruits of inspiration, their names were canonized 
after their demise, and miraculous powers were 
ascribed to their reh'cs — but of seasons more 
enlightened, in which their opinions and conduct 
have been viewed with a deference to which no 
human being is entitled. In the present -dayi 
the case is often very different. The progress 
of infidel tenets has been marked by the sar- 

A 
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2 8KSTCHXS OIF 

casms by which the opponents of revelation 
sought to bring an order of men into contempt, 
who are the appointed advocates of that system 
which they wished to destroy ; and the spirit of 
insubordination, which has prevailed to such an 
extent, has led many to spurn the direction of 
their spiritual guides, while the worldly-mind- 
edness and the indolence of some of the clergy 
have be^n imputed to their whole order. The 
exercise of the office of public teachers by men 
neither educated for it, nor regularly invested 
with it, has contributed also to degrade the mi- 
nisterial function. It has led the inconsiderate 
to view it as a situation of ease, and to regard 
all that has been said about that private study 
requisite for public appearance ^as a pretext for 
indolence ; while the ignorance and fanaticism 
of such pretenders^ has led others to associate 
die idea of silliness, vanity, and enthusiasm with 
that of a devout clergyman, and to consider him 
as destitute of all knowledge but that connected 
with his profession, and as utterly unfit for 
mingling in the discussions of enlightened and 
polished society. 

In these circumstances, nairatives of the 
lives of mmisters who were an ornament to 
their profession (and how numy of them deserve 
iucfa a record !) may tend to maintain that respect 
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LIFE AND CHARACTIIL S 

for public instructors which is so necessaiy to 
the profiting of the people by their ipinutrjTs 
and may confirm their attachment to the gospel 
by showing them the servants of God dying in 
the faith which they lived to promote. The 
writer of such 'sketches must find such an em- 
ployment useful to the heart. A virtuous cha- 
racter, when followed thus closely, may shed 
upon us its spirit ; and we are then in the most 
favourable circumstances for receiving their de- 
scending mantle. Sonpe df them have left 
diaries and journals which afford great facility 
to the writers of such memoirs ; though it is t(r 
be regretted that they have not been employed* 
in all cases, with judgment or delicacy. What 
was intended as a memento to gratitude or cir- 
cumspection, in the review of past events and 
feelings, has been inconsiderately published to 
gratify a foolish Curiosity, and has been abused 
to give effect to' profane sarcasms. The minis- 
ter of whom an account is now to be given, 
adorned in all things the doctrine of God his 
Saviour; and the delineation of the various 
features of his character and of the leading 
events of his life may be interesting and useful, 
not only to public teachers, but to Christians in 
general. While such a chdracter is a credit to 
the society and to the order to wjjjdi he be- 
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4 SKETCHES OF 

longed, it reflects lustre on our common Chris- 
tianity» and commends itself to the good of every 
party and profession. No materials for a me- 
ipoir were left by him; and what is now presented 
is the result of what was heard and seen in the 
intercourse of a most intimate friendship. 

The Rev. Michael Gilfillan was born in 
Stirling in I T^T. I have heard few particulars of 
his early life. He had a great aversion to speak 
of himself ; and circumstancesiwhich some would 
have deemed of importance, he thought had no 
claim on the notice of others, and were only fit 
for the review of his own mind. We are en- 
titled to conclude, that the same mildness which 
marked his manners in after-life was the spirit 
of the boy; and the rapidity with which he 
acquired the knowledge of the English and 
Latin languages shows that his talents were of 
no mean order, and that they were diligently 
exercised. From the attachment he expressed 
for the character and ministry of the Rev* 
James Erskine, it is probable that he was the 
instrument employed by Providence for form- 
ing, or at least cherishing serious impressions in 
his mind. That excellent man died ere he had 
advanced far in his studies ; but his advices were 
engraven on his heart, and his serious and prac- 
tical manner of preaching contributed prob^Iy 
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LIFE AND CHARACTKR. 5 

in 00 small degree to guide him to that mode 
of instniction by which he was afterwards cha* 
racterized, and which he had found so impres- 
sive on his own heart. 

When he was little more than twelve years 
of age he went to the College of Glasgow, a 
period which, in the most of cases, would be by 
&r too early ; but in this instance it was justified 
by the result. Frqfn the accurate acquaintance 
with Latin and Qreek which he showed through 
life, it is obvioui ijtiat he must have been well 
grounded in the elements of these languages ; 
and his a^uaintance with philosophy in its vari- 
ous branches evinced that the prelections of the 
professors had been accompanied by a study 
which followed them with intelligence and in- 
terest through the whole of their course. Deeply 
imbued as his mind was with piety, the investi- 
gation of the facilities of man, of the works of 
nature, and of thf progress of science, served to 
strengthen his impressions of the wisdom, power 
and goodness of the Creator, whose agency he 
delighted to tracevin the movements of the soul, 
in the instincts of the creatures, and in the com- 
binations of tlie elements. Philosophy vras then 
taught in the scholastic method, and Aristotle 
was the oracle of the learned ; but he saw, with 
pleasure, science purified from pedantic subtle- 
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ties-^-and Dr. Reid's inquiry into the intellectual 
and active powers was studied by him with the 
utnaost care, and admired as a most valuable 
contribution to philosophical literature* The 
•most approved works in science which have been 
published since, he read and digested. 

When he had finislied his academical cour6e> 
he engaged in the study of divinity tinder the 
Rev. John Swanston at Kinross* This excellent 
man did not long sustain this important office, 
as he died, after a short illness,, in the 36th year 
of his age. Some ministers of considerable 
eminence were trained under him, and they 
united in bearing testimony to the good sense, 
the diligence, and the amiable manners of their 
instructor. It is a singular circumstance, that 
three of them were nominated as candidates for 
this c^ce on the death of the Rev. John Brown, 
Haddington ; and that the subject of this me- 
moir was the next, in number of votes, to the 
Rev. Dr Lawson, Selkirk, who was elected by 
a majority of the synod to the vacant chair, and 
filled it most usefully for thirty three years. He 
had for another of the companions a£ his studies 
Michael Bruce the poet, and I have heard him 
speak of his possessing all that gentleness of dis- 
position, and that tenderness of feeling which 
are the usual accompaniments of poetic genius. 
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LIFE AND CHARACTER. 7 

The discourses which he gave at the hall, as 
trials of his proBciency, were characterized by the 
descriptive sketches and the beautiful coloqring 
of a vivid imagination. It is not a little sur* 
prising that, while a number of biographical 
sketches have been published of this highly- 
gifted youth » not one takes the least notice of 
his studying for the ministry, or of his con- 
nexion with the secession. It is not difficult to 
account for this in the first biographer in the 
Mirror. Lord Craig might not have heard of 
this ; or if he had, his strong prejudices against 
the secession, as the scene of a rigid and canting 
fanaticbm« might induce him to suppress it. We 
are at a loss to account for this in succeeding 
biographers, who might have been expected to 
have been more^ candid and liberal. Were they 
afraid that it would shed too much lustre on 
the secession to exhibit a man of genius as con- 
nected with it ? or did they imagine that there 
was so little of literary acquirements, or of a 
liberal spirit in that body, that it would disgrace 
the name of Michael Bruce to confess that he 
was a member of it ? It was a suppression of a 
material circumstance in his history, and must 
have been done through unworthy prejudices. 

After finishing his course of theological study,, 
be was licensed to preach the gospel ; and hav- 
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iog been appointed to supply the congregation 
of Dunblane> then vacanti for some Sabbaths^ 
he was called to be their pastor, and was or^ 
dained there in Aprili 1767* In this charge he 
continued till his death. Twice was he called 
from it to charges which, to many, would have 
been more inviting. The congregations in the 
secession in Edinburgh and in Glasgow were. 
most urgent in their request that he would mi- 
nister among them ; but he was quite happy in 
the sphere in which IVoyidence had fixed him. 
From what was certainly an excess of diffidence, 
he deemed himself unqualified to occupy stations 
of such extensive labour, and such peculiar dif- 
ficulty and importance, and his people were in 
his heart to live and to die with them. It was a 
circumstance which attached him much to Dun- 
blane, that there was such an excellent public 
library in the place. It was founded by Bishop 
Leighton, who bequeathed to it all his own 
books, and lefl some property for the purpose of 
maintaining the building in proper order, and 
adding from time to time to the collection. I 
know not a method better adapted to promote 
the interests of literature than such a destination 
of their libraries by those whose situation per-* 
inits them thus to gratify their benevolence. 
It is opening a fountain whose streams will flow 
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for ages. This is peculiarly desirable at a pe- 
riod when, owing to the high price of books, ' ^ 
few are able to make extensive purchases of 
them. This is a benevolence in which wisdom 
will be justified of her children. The name of 
Archbishop Leighton is almost the only one on 
which the mind can rest, with pleasure, among 
the prelates of that day ; and his meekness, 
spirituality, humility, and fervid devotion pre- 
sent a most striking contrast to the pride, 
the venality, the shameless profligacy, and the 
persecuting rigour of his brethren. The least 
idea of posthumous fame was far from his 
thoughts in founding the library ; but, however 
remote from his intention, it has preserved his 
name, and led the public attention to his cha- 
racter and writii^s. What a different monu- 
ment from that of his brother Archbishop 
Sbarpe, whose treachery and cruelty are only 
more powerfully called to remembrance by the 
efforts of the sculptor or the painter to exhibit 
him as an object of admiration or of pity. 

This library contained several thousand vol- 
umes, chiefly in theology and in history ; and 
such was the studious life which Mr G. led, 
that almost every book of value in it he had 
read with' care, and some of them more than 
once. His judgment was quick and his memory 
retentive, and it is easy to See how much such a 
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course was adapted to enrich and to improve 
his mind. Besides an extensive acquaintance 
with the learning of his profession, he had a 
great share of general information, and few have 
equalled him in accuracy and extent of histori- 
cal knowledge. Yet, with all those stores, he 
never made the least parade ; never did he la- 
bour to display his acquirements fis a scholar 
or as a man of science. He spoke the word of 
God, not in those abstruse reasonings, or in 
that pompous language which may excite the 
staring wonder of tlie ignorant, but which leaves 
them uninstructed and unimpressed — but with a 
plainness which made it intelligible to every 
capacity ; and in his tones of voice, especially 
m the application . of his sermons, there was a 
melting sweetness to which every heart listened 
with delight. His sermons were retnarkably 
practical, and his style was so concise and point- 
ed that it made his illustrations easily remem- 
bered. He early adopted, and continued, du- 
ring the whole of his ministry, the practice of 
convening the young people on the evenings of 
the Lord's day in a large hall, and examining 
them as to what they recollected of the lecture 
and the sermon they had heard. This was a 
most excellent plan for their religious improve- 
ment, and gave him an opportunity of familiar 
explanation and particular address. He had an 
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exquisite ear, and was at ^eat pains in en* 
coura§^g the young to learn a variety of 
tunesy and to sing the different parts in sacred 
music; and by this means the psahns, in his 
place of worship, wete sung with peculiar me- 
lody. There is great room in many churches 
for such improvements, and the countenance 
and direction of the minister are necessary to 
secure their adoption and to prevent their being 
carried to a d^ee unsuitable or fantastic. 

He was most diligent in every other part of 
his pastoral duty. He never sought his own 
ease, honour or advantage, but the glory of his 
Master and the good of others. When he 
visited the sick, he was most &ithful in ad- 
dressing the conscience, as well as most soothing 
in imparting consolation ; and, wherever it was 
necessary, gave from his pocket or sent from 
his dwelling the means of support and relief. 
To the poor his charity was judicious, lib^al, 
and unwearied. Even while his income was 
very limited, he devoted much of it to charity; 
and when Providence put more in his power, by 
his succeeding to the property of his brother, 
he did not sf^sropriate it to procure additional 
gratificaticm'ta himself, but to give more amply 
to otbess. On various occasions in the year he 
bought quantities of provision, and when it was 
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12 SKETCHES OF 

made ready for use, sent it to various poor fa- 
milies. He was always happier himself when 
he thought he was making others happy, yet 
was he far from encouraging, in families in the 
lower orders, a taste for any indulgence beyood 
their circumstances, — but inculcated upon them 
a strict frugality, and pointed out the value of 
those minutes so idly spent by many, and of 
those fragments so thoughtlessly cast away. To 
several -aged females he gave regular employ- 
ment, and paid them with a liberality which 
encouraged their efforts. 

Besides relieving the necessities of the. poor, 
he was accustomed to lend small sums to assist 
the industrious, a species of beneficence which, 
if wisely conducted, may be. very useful. It 
neither depraves the spirit, nor relaxes the ex* 
ertions of those obliged, as is too often the case 
with alms when given without due discrimina- 
tion. This practice is liable to objections, and 
the strongest of these is this, that, from the hu-> 
manity of a minister's character, and the reluc- 
tance he must feel to demand his own, little 
care will be taken of what is thus lent, and 
little solicitude felt about repaying it. He ad- 
mitted there was force in this objection, but 
stated that he knew, in his own experience, how- 
beneficial the practice had been, and that the 
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bjuoction of our Saviour, ** From him that 
woxAd borrow from thee turn thou not away," 
appeared to him to require this liberality from 
those who had it in their power to lend money. 
"There is a great pleasure in giving," was a 
sentiment which he often repeated. His bene- 
volence had nothing of the whine or the parade 
of officious sensibility ; and, in various circum- 
stances and occasions which call it into display, 
be felt little interest, and expressed none, but it 
was under the direction of strong good sense, 
and its bounties were not the result of any tran- 
sient impulse, but of wise consideration. 

He formed, in Dunblane, institutions for the 
support of Bible and Missionary Societies, and 
to these he was a liberal contributor ; be di- 
rected their measures by his advice, and fre- 
quent and earnest were his prayers that the 
word of the Lord might have free course and 
be glorified. He was a great friend also to 
Savings Banks; institutions which he thought 
admirably adapted to stimulate the industry of 
the labouring classes, and to check all waste 
and profusion. He was active in establishing 
one in Dunblane, acted as its treasurer, and 
punctually attended its weekly meetings. It is 
an affecting circumstance, that the last public 
act of his life was the discharge of his duty at 

B 
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one of thoi^ meetiDgs, and that from it he 
returned to fiunily devotibn, to secret pnijrer, 
and to the work of death. 

But his usefulness was not confined to his 
own people. He possessed a very active ntmd, 
a great degree of public spirit, and a zeal in 
good works that never waxed cold. Few have 
shown themselves so superior as he did to the 
influence of selfish principles. He suggest^ 
and patronized various measures for the benefit 
of the town where he lived ; but the necessitous 
in otlier places often shared also of his bounty. 
By letta-s to people of rank and influence to 
whom his character was known^ he^ with the 
happiest delicacy, often pleaded successfully 
the cause of the injured and the unfortunate. 
The want of success which has attended appli- 
cations of this kind is to be attributed as fre- 
quently to the indiscretion which has maidked 
the time and the mode of the application, as to 
the reluctance of the parties solicited to do 
good. It would be well if those who are most 
frequently employed as agents in such applica* 
dons were as active in employing their own 
means of beneficence. It is firom such quarters 
that solicitations for others come with the hesi 
grace, and with the most effect. 

His sagacity and experience qualified him for 
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gifhig advice, and many were benefited by his 
counsels. His meekness of wisdom fitted him 
for the office of a peace-makery and few have 
been so suceessfiil in preventing or allaying dis- 
cord, while his kindness of disposition, and his 
intimate acquaintance with the various sources 
of religious consolation, made him a most wel- 
come visitant to the house of mourning. He 
maintained a friendly intercourse with various 
respectable families in the town and neighbour- - 
hood ; and it ought to be mentioned, as a proof 
of his candour and liberality, that, with the 
clergyman who, for the greater part of his mi- 
nistry, occupied the parochial charge in Dun- 
blane, he lived in the most agreeable intimacy. 
Mr Robertson, however unpopular in his style 
and manner of preaching, was a man possessing 
considerable intelligence, and was most upright, 
honourable, and obliging. They walked to- 
gether a short while every day, when circum- 
stances permitted it, and, by their communica- 
tion of what they had read, contributed to the 
improvement of each other. We have often 
regretted that ministers of different denomina- 
tions, when situated in places where the society 
of men of education is rare, do not, like these 
two worthy men, mingle more with each other. 
It would tend, more than the finest eulogies on 
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brotherly love, to banish the acrimony of a party- 
spirit from among the people. There is ample 
scope for conversation on topics of general lite- 
rature, and even on religion, without canvassing 
the particular views of each other ; and were 
even these discussed in a proper temper, the 
erring might be gained. In some cases the re- 
serve is ascribed to haughtiness, on the one 
side, and in others, to a dread of offending those 
on whom they are dependent. Such motives 
are mean and senseless. The intercourse I 
have referred to never excited the least um- 
brage, and was acknowledged as advantageous 
by both. 

In ecclesiastical courts he was eminently use- 
ful. Such was his knowledge of forms, his atten- 
tion to business, his sagacity and readiness, and 
with such mildness and propriety were his opi- 
nions stated, that he was always listened to with 
respect; and his suggestions were frequently 
adopted. He felt a peculiar interest in the im- 
provement of the students under the church's 
care. His examination of them at the various 
periods of their course, exhibited an acquaint- 
ance with philosophy, and with theology, truly 
admirable. His remarks on their discourses 
were judicious ; and, while he possessed much 
critical acuteness, it was not debased by aught of 
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that proud and sarcastic humour whidi bo often 
renders its censures useless and detested. He 
was the friend of peace, and never would lie 
permit any considerations as to his own honour 
and advantage to influence him to say or do any 
thing harsh or violent. He was ready to make 
great sacrifices for peace— -sacrifices which few 
would have been disposed to make. But, though 
be was thus gentle and easy to be intreated, he 
would not sacrifice principle, and, though most 
averse from controversy, he shrunk not from 
the manly avowal of his opinions to whatever 
obloquy it exposed him. He was a member of 
the committee which was appointed to draw up 
a warning against Socinianism. The task was 
assigned by his brethren to him, and he execu- 
ted it in a manner well adapted for usefulness. 
It was not meant as a work for the learned, or 
as an elaborate exposure of the sophistry of that 
sect, but as an answer to the misrepresentations, 
In the practical essay on the death of Christ, 
by Dr M*Gill of Ayr, which was so written as 
to impose, by a great appearance of piety and 
charity, on superficial thinkers. It is destitute 
of argument ; and, while the sufierings of Christ 
are detailed at great Tength, it is strongly assert- 
ed that he did not endure the wrath of God^ 
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and that his dying was not essential to the ob- 
jects of his mission. The tenets of the Sodnian 
creed are not in general so directly stated, as 
left to be inferred, and the practical reflections 
flow in a strain of seriousness not common in 
that schooL Though the process against the 
author terminated in a way creditable neither 
to the church courts, nor to him, yet the con- 
troversy has had the happy effect of repressing 
the course of that heresy ; and the avowal of it 
is now rarely to be met with, even in a district 
where it was once considered as the creed of 
every learned and liberal minister. 

In the hot disputes by which our church was 
agitated about the question of religious tolera- 
tion, he was a decided supporter of forbearance. 
The explanatory preamble by which the separa- 
tion was prevented for a season, was of his form- 
ing ; and, when it did take place, the prejudices 
of his own people were soon removed by his 
conciliatory manners, and the progress of the 
schism checked around him. For many years 
he sustained the office of clerk to the presbytery 
of Stirling and Falkirk; and it is a proof of the 
estimation in which he was held in that capa- 
city, that, after his death, there was recorded, in 
the minutes of that court, an expression of their 
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gratitade for his services^ and of the deep sense 
which they entertained of his accurate and un- 
remitted attention to its various duties. 

As a patriot, he was a warm, steady, and en* 
listened friend to the government of his ooun* 
try. Acquainted as he was with the govern- 
ments of other countries, and with the political 
history of the wcnrld, he regarded the British 
constitution as the best adapted, of all that he 
had read of, for the liberty and the happiness 
of the people. He felt reluctant to its being 
touched by the rash hand of political innovators, 
and earnestly inculcated a grateful sense of our 
high (Nrivileges ; and, if ever his mild spirit was 
kindled into a momentary irritation, it was when 
harsh reflections were made on those whom he 
felt himself bound, by the laws of God and of 
his country, to respect, and at the false state- 
ments of perverse demagogues. Towards the 
close of his life, the aspect of public affairs was 
gloomy, and the times were perilous, but he 
never despaired of the cause of Britain. Often 
did he plead with God in her behalf; and, ere he 
died, he saw her, triumphant over the deadliest 
enemy that ever menaced her* He was in Stir- 
ling when he heard of the fall of Buonaparte ; 
and, full of gratitude and joy, he returned to 
communicate the intelligence to his friends. 
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HaTiDg mentioned it to his niece, he retired to 
his closet, and there, as became a man of God, 
gave thanks to him who rules in the kingdoms 
of men, by whom the arm of the oppressor had 
been broken, and his country made a prabe and 
a blessing among the nations of the earth. It 
is proper that I should state, that he was no 
partisan of any political party, but supported 
every administration, as far as their measures 
tended to the public good. That virulent abuse 
which is so ofben substituted for argument in 
political discussion, he regarded with disgust 
and abhorrence ; and that candour which is so 
rarely exercised to men in power, he not only 
recommended, but exemplified. It is in such 
men tliat a government finds its best support 
Their attachment is founded on principle, and 
their pledges of loyalty are not the profesmons 
of sycophancy, but the determinations of genuine 
patriotism. 

He was never married ; but, in the relations of 
a son, a brother, and an uncle, he was most 
exemplary. His mother resided with him for 
some years before her death, ^nd he has men- 
tioned to me, that nothing earthly ever gave 
him such delight, as to minister to her comfort, 
and to enjoy her society. Her presence was 
never felt as an incumbrance, but as a pleasure. 
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Such kind attentions to aged parents are the 
dictates, not merely of nature, but of the spirit 
of Jesus. In His last sufferings, he evinced his 
tender interest in the welfare of his mother; 
and, though the charge he gave respecting her 
to John might have been postponed till after 
his resurrection, he delivered it from the cross, 
thinking that, in such circumstances, it must 
have peculiar weight, eager to give immediate 
relief to her anxieties, and that he might show 
us, that no personal affliction can be an excuse 
for neglect of their comfort. 

His sister, who had for some time taken the 
charge of his house, was the object of his respect 
and affection* In all her difficulties, he was 
ready to adminbter counsel and assistance, and 
to her i:hi]dren he acted as a father* The exer- 
tions he made for their advantage were unwea- 
ried ; and, while too many in that relation do 
&voor8 to nephews and nieces in a manner in 
which they would not exercise benevolence to 
others, he required neither protracted solicita- 
tion, nor .debasing acknowledgment. He de- 
lighted to see them in his house : under his 
roof they always felt at home ; and, for some 
time before his death, one of them resided con- 
stantly with him. For a considerably part of 
his life, he had no relations r^ularly with him ; 
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but he had die talisnt (possessed by few lite- 
rary men) of domestic management, ia such a 
superior degree, tiiat his dwelling was the scene 
of neatness and order. There was in it no in* 
dication of vanity or profusion, but every thing 
adapted for convenience and comfort. As a 
master, he maintained his due authorityy and 
checked every tendency to carelessness and 
sloth, to idleness and waste in his servants; 
and taught them that every thing must be done 
at the proper season, and kept in its proper 
place. WiUi a mind that entered into the most 
abstruse speculations, and with a heart alive to 
the interests of all around, he^ without the least 
parade or bustle, looked well to the ways of his 
household. His attention to the religious in- 
terests of his servants was watchful and judict* 
ous ; and, amidst his solicitude that they should 
do their duty to an earthly master, he was still 
more solicitous that they should show lliem- 
selves approved to God. His domestic disci- 
pline was strict and unbending ; but he knew it 
to be wise, and it was felt to be salutary. 

As a friend, he was steady, active, and obli- 
ging. He was given to hospitality ; and nothing 
gratified him more than to see his brethren un- 
der his rdof, and to minister to their happiness. 
There was such a suavity about his manner, that 
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everyone fek at ease in bis presence. His con* 
venation was rich in instructioa ; and, thoiigh 
he never indulged in banter or sarcasm, he ^* 
lifted in the pleasantry^ by which social inter- 
coone i» enlivened : At the same time, it was 
his study to introduce what would edify, as well 
as what would please ; and he often quoted strik- 
ing sentiments, especially from the writings of 
Baxter, happUy adapted to solemnize the mind, 
and to stimulate to religious activity. These 
remarks had the more weight, as they came, not 
from one who was regarded as a merc^ ascetic, 
but from one whose heart was formed to kind- 
ness. To young acquaintances his advices were 
most beneficial, as being the results of prudence 
and experience ; and most faithfully did he cau- 
tion them against the follies and the careless- 
ness by which families are ruined^ and guide 
them to the virtues by which domestic life is 
blessed* It may well be said, that his friends 
aever met bim without pleasure, nor lefk him 
without advantage. He shrunk not from ad» 
moniahiag when he saw it to be necessary; and, 
when he addressed it to any of his friends, it 
waanoi with the officiousaess and harshness of 
Pharisaic confidence and zeal, but in a manner 
which showed that it was wrung from him by a 
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Ij^se of duty, and that he felt the deepest !&• 
terest in their credit and welfare. 

He was a man given to prayer ; and this was 
seen to be the case inddentally, and was never 
evinced by any studied display. His acquaint- 
ance with the Scriptures was not merely that of 
a critic, who could give a satisfactory explana- 
tion of their most difficult passages, but of a 
Christian, who could bring forward the most ap- 
propriate texts on every occasion, either for du- 
ty, for admonition, or ibr comfort. 

He had a strong impression of the value of 
time, and had to each portion of the day its al- 
lotted task. Conduct so methodical may be ri- 
diculed by the thoughtless ; but its wisdom is 
felt in the season of sober reflection, and seen 
in the embarrassment of the desultory, and in 
the sad results of their negligence. He disliked 
spending too much time even in scenes of 
friendly intercourse; and, when the period he 
had allotted for it expired, no severity of the 
weather could restrain him from returning to 
prosecute his course of mental improvement or 
official duty. Such was his activity that time 
never hung heavy on him, nor was there an hour 
in which he knew not what to do. 

He had a very cheerful temper, and always 
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fdt disposed to look at the bright side of things, 
*' Why do you look only at the dark side of the 
doQd ?" was the language in which he sometimes 
checked the reflections of the desponding. The 
croaker, who takes i| malicious pleasure in re- 
presenting every thing as hastening to ruin, he 
delighted to check ; sometimes by the happiest 
ridicule of his dark prognosticatidDs, and at 
other times by the most enlightened views of 
the state of affiiirs, and of the aspect of Provi- 
dence* His whole life was singularly tranquil 
and happy* He enjoyed almost uninterrupted 
health, and was not i^icted with any of those 
disorders which so often oppress the stadious. 
The summer before his death, when walking 
with him alone, he spoke of the sweet stillness 
of the evening of life, and said, that many talk- 
ed of the gloom of age, but he was a stranger 
to it. He had sources of consolation unknown 
to the worldly at that period ; nor was it em- 
bittered by the remorse which excites such pain- 
ful apprehensions. He had arranged his world- 
ly affiifrs in a very judicious manner : That text 
sasuretl him that he should never be left fer- 
iom— « The Lord redeemeth the souls of his 
servants, and none of them that trust in him 
shall be desolate ;" and he felt that his remain- 
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iog task was quietly to wait fior the salvation of 
the JLiord. We saw bis sun going down, but its 
radiance was still bright, though mtU and soft, 
and sweet w«s the lustre which it shed on every 
surrounding object. 

It was during this summer that he selected 
a spot in the qj^unch-ymrd of Dunblane Ibr his 
grave* ^/^^ P^^'^ ^^ ^^ <^®° meditated. 
The beauraiil trees whidh covered its western 
bank presentedi at certain seasons of the year, 
a striking contrast betwixt the renovatitms of 
nature and the desolations of time ; and, when 
he marked the traces of its corroding power, 
even on the massive pillars of its venerable ca- 
thedral, and thought of the multitude reposing 
in nlence under its floor, and around it, he felt 
mcHre detached from a world whose fa^ion pass- 
eth away, and more devoted to things etasial. 
It is a natural wish to be buried by the grave of 
a father and a mother ; and as he had no rela- 
tions interred in Donblancy it was long his pur- 
pose to order that his corpse should be conrey- 
ed to the chun^-yavd of Stirling; but he was 
induced to choose out a burying-place wnong 
his people, that his grave nnght. be a remem- 
brancer of his ministry, and a warning of that 
death and etiarnjty fi)r wfakh it was bis office to 
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prepare them ; Chat his dust might be miagled 
with Aeh^ and that it might be a place of bu- 
rial for his successors. 

The last time that I saw him was at Stirling, 
in August 1816, to which place he had come 
to attend the annual meeting of the County Bi- 
ble Society. He was in his usual health and 
spirits; and rose to second the m(ftidn— »That 
the exertions of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society deserve the gratitude and the support of 
Christians. I recollect, most distinctly, the un- 
pressire language in which he spoke of the va« 
lue of the Bible, and of the obligations which 
the dying lore of Christ laid on us, to devote 
every power that we had to his glory. It was 
marked by some of the audience that his face 
became pale during the speech, but he finished 
it without any apparent agitation ; and after he 
sat down, requested me to go out with him* He 
left the county-hall, leaning on my arm, and wo 
went into an adjoining apartment, where he sat 
down sick and faint» After taking a little wa- 
ter he felt somewhat relieved, and urged me to 
return to the duties of the meeting, which I did, 
after seeing him conducted by a relation to his 
dwelling. After the meeting was dismissed I 
called on him, and found him in bed, and per- 
fecdy tranquiL He said that he had been com- 
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mitting his soul to Christy in whose hands he 
had oflen placed it, and that he knew that with 
him it was safe. It was plain that there was in 
his constitution a strong tendency to apoplexy ; 
and recourse was had to copious bleeding. He 
returned to Dunblane, strongly impressed with 
the idea of his departure being at hand, and 
said to a friend, ** I am not afraid to die ; I 
know in whom I have believed ; I only wish to 
glorify God on my death-bed." He soon had 
symptoms of anotlier attack, which required the 
application of the lancet again ; and by the loss 
of so much blood, and the very low diet to 
which he was reduced, he became very feebla 
During the three weeks that elapsed betwixt 
the first attack and the fatal one, he felt him- 
self ready to be offered, and his conversation 
was like that of one on the brink of etomity. 
When one observed that his death would be a 
great loss to the Church, *< Alas !" said he, ** I 
never did any thing to the glory of God, as I 
should have done; and if grace had not re- 
strained me, I know not what I might have 
been. * O ! wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ?* But 
how comfortable ! < It is a &ithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners— -the chief 
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of siiiners.' " Resting himself one day on his 
bed> he said thrjce, with much emphasis, ** Oh 
what a poor cneature I am ! All my righteous- 
nesses are filthy rags." Such were his impress* 
sions of the extent of God's claims on him, and 
of his own deficiencies, that he reckoned him- 
seif, as Christ enjoins, us to do, an unprofitable 
senrant. This humiliation of soul was not as- 
sodated with despair. Not long before his 
death, he heard, at the communion, a discourse 
on that text, Is. xli. IT^ IS. — ** When the poor 
and needy seek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will 
hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake 
them; I will open rivers in high places, and 
fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will 
make* the wilderness a pool of water, and the 
dry land pools of water." During that sermon 
his soul had been sweetly solaced, and this 
soothing promise encouraged him during all his 
confinement. 

For some time previous to his illness he had 
enjoyed much communion with God. He men- 
tioned this to a very intimate friend, but gave 
no minute detail of his experience. It appear- 
ed from his deportment and language, that the 
views which he obtained of the divine glory 
produced the same effect on him as ou Job. 
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They led him to abhor himself, and to repent in 
dust and ashes. It is probable that he did not 
enjoy this full assurance of the love of God 
without intermission; for to a friend be said, 
** I have been looking over my evidences ; I 
wish they were more clear ; but I think they are 
sufficient" It is a striking fact, and it may 
show us how little dependence is to be placed 
on the raptures of the dying, that the most emi- 
nent Christians in wisdom and piety, are, at 
such seasons, distinguished in their exercise by 
sobri^y and caution ; and, when we see such a 
man examinmg himself whether he was in the 
faith, it must be with disgust that we mark the 
transports of the noviCe, and the confidence of 
the presumptuous. 

' When the idea of- recovery was held o|it to 
him, he said, " Oh that I may come out of the 
furnace more purified, and more fitted for the 
Master's use. I cannot expect to grow in 
knowledge and gifts now ; but if I grow in grace, 
that is best. All I wish for is, to be more holy 
and more active for Christ." He gave no indi- 
cations of solicitude about life, nor did I ever 
see any one who discovered so little of the fear 
of death. In various scenes of intercourse with 
him I have marked something uncommon in the 
calmness with which he spoke of death when 
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the subject was adverted to. Reluctance, and 
timidity to die, he viewed as unbecoming the 
Christian's hope, and inconsistent with the love 
he professed for the Saviour. There are ties to 
life, which many good men have, which he had 
not;, and it had been long his study to subject 
every feeling to the control of reason, and to the 
guidance of reUgious principle. Opportunities 
of doing good were the only attractions which 
this earthly scene presented tp his mind. In 
three weeks his strength was in part restored; 
and on the 28th of September he attended pub- 
lic worship, and was resolved, if Providence per* 
mitCed hira, to preach on the ensuing Sabbath. 
To the remonstrances of some of his friends 
against his engaging in public duty, he stated 
how painful it was to him to remain unemploy^' 
ed ; and the uneasy feelings to which this would 
have given rise, would have produced a more 
perilous excitement in his constitution, than a 
moderate share of offidal duty could. have done. 
But it was not the purpose of Heaven that he 
should enter the pulpit or the sanctuary any 
more. On the Monday, he should have gone 
to Kinross to meet with some ministers, in an 
association formed for friendly and improving 
intercourse. In the annual meetings of that 
Bodety he feltjn great interest. It was endearw 
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ed to him by the memory of valued friendi 
that once blessed it, by the company of his 
younger brethren, to whom he was much at- 
tached, and by the information which it elicited, 
and the kind affections which it cherished. He 
felt that he could not undertake such a journey, 
but sent them a message expressive of his kind- 
est regards. Alas ! ere that meeting was dis- 
missed, the mournful intelligence of his death 
reached them ; and on the Saturday they were 
assembled to convey his body to the grave. 

He spent that Monday in reading and prayer 
and rel^otis conversation, and in the evening 
went out to attend the weekly meeting of the 
savings bank. After his return, he called the 
&mily for worship, and, after it was over, con- 
versed a little with his niece, and retired to his 
apartment, bidding her good night and wishing 
her God's blessing. He read the 15th chapter 
of the first epistle to the Corinthians — for the 
Bible was found lying on his table open at that 
place.— he engaged in secret prayer, and was 
stepping into his bed when a blood-vessel burst 
in his head. His niece, who was in an adjoin- 
ing chamber, heard a noise as of a struggle in 
the throat for respiration, and ran into the apart- 
ment, and raising him up, asked him about 
his illness t he gave her a look most expres- 
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sWe of kiodness and peace, and immedialeljr 
expired. A surgeon was instantly sent for, but 
the moment he saw him he pronounced that no- 
thing could be done. I never heard of hb ex- 
pressing any wish as to the mode of his decease ; 
he left this with perfect confidence in the hands 
of his Maker ; but it would not have been pos- 
sible for him, had it been left to his choice, to 
have selected a death more sweetly tranquil.— 
He had not the painful consciousness of fading 
talents and dech'ning popularity, nor that heart- 
depressing loneliness sometimes felt and lament- 
ed in advanced life ; for the vigour of his mind 
was unimpaired, and he was surrounded by the 
most gratifying expressions of public respect, 
and by all the attentions of domestic kindness. 
And death came to him in its softest form ; for 
in his case there was no protracted suffering, 
no harassing anxiety, no dark forebodings; 
but while the glow of prayer was on his heart, 
he, without pain or struggle, sunk gently into 
rest. As he had spent much of his time in 
prayer, and had peculiar delight in this exercise, 
so to him it was given, when the work of devo- 
tion was ended, to << gather up his feet into the 
bed," and to yield up the ghost. 

In reviewing this sketch, how beautiful does 
religion appear when it is seen thus devoted to 
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the gloiy of God, and thus occupied about the ! 
wel&ie of men, thus amiable in friendship, and 
thus cheerful in solitude ; and thus uniting the 
most delightful suavity of temper with the 
strictest i^egard to principle and duty. May 
his people, as they were exhorted af^er his de- 
parture, ** remember him who presided over 
them, and spoke to them the word of God, and 
may th^ follow his faith, considering the end 
of his oonyersation ; and may his friends, while 
they cherish his memory, feel increasing anima- 
tion in cultivating his holy wisdom, and imita- 
ting his active goodness, and may they be bless- 
ed with that heavenly peace which rendered hit 
fife so tranquil and his death so happy. 



A VIRTUOUS WOMAN. 

It is a very fiilse way of forming an estimate 
of the influenoe of Christianity, to judge of it 
merely by its power in high places, or over the 
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public affiilrs of life. Every man of candoar and 
obsenraltoii will admit that it has done much to 
promote the general improTement of society ; 
that it has given refinement to the manaera, 
abolished practices which were a dii^;race to 
humanity, reared institutions which are the bul- 
warios of social order, aicid in which the cala* 
mities incident to the present scene of things are 
. removed or alleviated^ and that the intellectual 
and moral elevation of modem times is to bo 
attributed to its influence. Bat it is amidst the 
obscurity of domestic and humble life that wo 
must search for the best operations of its vir« 
tues. There the loveliest graces flourish, and 
yield the principal part of the happiness whicb 
is enjoyed in these quiet habitations ; and it is 
from them that the largest displays of excellence 
shall be brought forth in that day when Christ 
shall be glorified in his saints and admired in 
all them that believe. To bring forward at 
present, to the view of the world, instances of 
eminent piety and goodness, seems calculated 
to promote the honour of religion, and to en* 
courage the spirit of holy imitation. These are 
the legitimate motives which ought to influence 
religious biography, and not the mere wish to 
honour the memory of a departed friend, in 
whicb vanity has oken as much influence as 
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afibctbn. It 18 from such motives that we pre^ 
sent before the reader a sketch of an excelleot 
person who died a few years ago» in whom the 
power of godliness was ioaanifested in a uniform 
and eminent manner. 

Mrs Fletcher was bom in Stirling^ in 1752. 
Her ancestors were among the most respectable 
people in that town, and several of them were 
remarkable for piety. They were assisted and 
guided in the exerdses of the religious life by 
the ministrations of the Rev. Messrs Brisbane, 
Hamilton, and £• Erskine, all men of God> and 
highly useful in the pastoral office. Their names 
are never mentioned, even to this day, without 
veneration. The minister who is indifferent 
about the spiritual welfare of his people, and 
is marked for nothing in the pulpit but the essays 
of a mere moralist, may, from his official cha- 
racter and power, receive some token of respect 
while he is living, but not a tear is shed at his 
grave, not a voice expresses any conviction of 
a loss sustained by his removal, — not a heart 
cherishes his memory ; but the affectionate and 
zealous preacher of the cross is loved by his 
people as the friend of their souls, his lessons 
are remembered as those of a father, and his 
example is followed as a guide to heaven. 

The father of Mrs F. was a manufacturer in 
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the town, and was remarkable for bis slirewd- 
ness and activily. Her mother was diatitigujsh. 
ed for intelligence and sagacity, a patient temper, 
and a devout ^irit. Under their cnkurey Uidir 
daughter, whose faculties were quidc and vigour- 
ous, made considerable progress in religious 
knowledge. It appears, from a statement which ^ 
she made in her last illness^ that some nusibr- 
tunes which her father met with in business^ 
and which abridged their domestic comforts^ 
were blessed for leading her to vital piety. << In 
my youth," said she, ''while my father was m 
prosperity, I had a form of godliness, but, tin 
adversity came upon us, when we were reduced to 
nothing, I was not truly serious. Ttien I was 
led to seek God as my Portion, and to taste that 
the Lord is gracious, and, when under the rod, 
I was brought widiin the bond of the covenant." 
This fact gives us a very instructive laew of 
the dispensations of R'ovidence, and strikingly 
points out the advantages of affliction to the 
young. It leads to sober reflection at a season 
when the mind is too prone to giddiness and 
levity, and, in the treasures of wisdom, it opens 
up a portion far more to be desired than aught 
that prosperity can offer. It is not meet that 
the fkce of youth should be always clad with 
smiles, or «*its steps washed with butter j" for 
• D 

Digitized by Google 



98 SKITCHXS Of 

there it a eorrow that worketh joy* there must 
be thorns to stop the course of folly, and there 
is a sadness of the countenance by which the 
heart is made better. It is at that season, too, 
that hope has the most powerful mfluence over 
the heart, and that the faculties are most ca- 
^ pable of those efforts by which misfortunes may 
be remedied* The disappointments which doud 
their earthly prospects have roused them to 
honourable and useful exertions which they 
would not otherwise have made ; have taught 
them the vanity of the world at a season when 
the mind is oflen enchanted by its delusions ; 
and caused them to feel the necessity of a bet- 
ter portion for their happiness, in spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places. It is commonly with 
the tear in the eye that the first imploring look 
is raised to the throne of grace, and it is when 
God begins to chasten that the first convictions 
of sin have been felt. The voice of mercy has 
been first heard in the storm, and the fruits of 
righteousness have sprung up in the scene of 
desolation. 

It was at this time that she applied herself to 
leam millinery and mantua making, which she 
thought might be a creditable source of support 
to her ; and, though she never needed to practise 
themforthispurpose» they wereof great use to her 
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ID bringing up her family. Qualificationt which 
maj not be found necessary in one coiidition, at 
▼e had anticipated, may be most useful in an* 
other. Providence will open a sphere in one 
form or another for occupying ev^ talent; 
and there can be no way in which a mother 
will employ any acquirements with more de>-. 
light to her own heart than in ministering to 
her children's comfort. Never did the gay fed 
a pleasure in the admiration expressed by the 
fa^onable, of theur performances in the politer 
arts,, equal to that which glows in the mother^s 
heart, at the gratification of children in the 
attire in which she has arrayed them. It has 
too often happened, that young persons, when 
their parents have fallen into difficulties, have 
disdained to make any exertions for their sup- 
port. But such exertions are infinitely more 
respectable than the degrading solicitations in 
every quarter where aught can be got, which 
are the mean resource of a senseless pride. 
Some, in these circumstances, will go to the 
dwellings of relations and friends, and remain 
with them, though unable to bear this additional 
burden on their families, and will partidce, with- 
out a blush, of meals, to which members of 
them have contributed, less able to do so than 
they ; yea, they will contract debts for food, 

Digitized by Google 



40 SKETCHB8 OF 

cMies, jwd lodging, without the least prospect 
or intentioji of p^Hig them. To act in this 
vay is to disgrace a respectable connexion. 
The toils of virtue and the spirit of independ- 
ence are its best honour. 

I maj add another reflection here. How 
much mone suitable, in the middle stations of 
life, ire those branches of education which are 
adapted for utilitjr than those edculated for 
awre display. Much time aod money are ex- 
pended m teadnng young females fiuihionable 
accomptishments, from whieh they are not likely 
to derive the least advantage in after-life ; nay, 
which are ada^ed to make them disrelish the 
humble duties and toils of their destined lot 
Many a female has wished that the tune and 
the money spent in music or painting bad been 
employed in acquiring humbler arts, which every 
day demanded, rather than arts which their cir- 
cumstances will never permit them to prosecute 
to any extent, and which can yield no higher 
result than amusement 

M^en her brother, the Rev. Mr G., was or- 
dained at Dunblane, she went with him to take 
the charge of his house, and lived under his 
roof for some time. This was a most favour- 
able scene for the improvement of her mind. 
That excellent man was noted for extensive 
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reading, a holiness which was peculiarly beauti- 
ful, very mild and pleasing manners, and great 
activity in every good work. The attachment 
betwixt this brother and sister was very strongs 
and it never waxed cold. Through life, he show- 
ed himself the best friend of his sister's family. 
Few men, with so moderate an income, have 
done so much good as he did. Often, while ha 
purchased articles for his own dwelling, he 
provided the same for her fieunily. Yet, with 
all this liberality, he never exacted firom them 
any mean compliances, or any tokens of defer- 
ence unbecoming in them to pay, or in hiboi to 
receive. In every form he served them ; and 
we may judge of her gratitude and a&ction by 
the sol^nn charge which she gave to her daught- 
ers on her death*bed, in which she said that 
her curse would follow them if they did not, by 
their dutiful attentions, soothe the declining 
days of an uncle who had been so devoted to their 
welfare. From his vigorous health, and his 
habits of activity and sobriety, she imagined 
that his continuance on earth might be several 
years longer than was the case, and she felt 
solicitous that the offices of kindness she could 
not pay herself might be paid by her daughters. 
This chaige proceeded from no distrust of their 
attention, but showed her strong, impression at 
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his claims. They all loved him as a father; 
and one of theoiy to whom he had committed 
the care of his housei received his last blessing 
and his last look in the night of his sudden 
tmnslation to glory. 

During her residence in Dunbbtnei she en- 
riched her mind by reading many excellent 
books ; and it Is worthy of notice that she read 
at that period Mr Henry's Commentary on the 
BMe, the profit of which she felt through life. 
She had considerable powers of conversation, 
and was able to enrich it by judicioos views of 
passages of Scripture, and by the happiest allu- 
sions to the events detailed in the sacred page. 
The value of this commaatary is above all 
praise. Others may excel it in profound dis- 
emsiouy in ancient lore, or elaborate criticism ; 
but none has yet equalled it in tlie ingenuity, 
the richness^ and the beauty of its practical re- 
jQectiens. This book should have a place in 
every Christian &mily; and I know of none 
better calculated to furnish them thoroughly 
&r every gooi, word or work. It is not a good 
qrmptom of the spirit of the age that a desire 
for a lights reading is now so prevalent, and 
that the short essay or the amusing tale is much 
more agreeable to the taste of many than those 
standard books which are such honourable me- 
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morials of die learning and the diligence of our 
&^erB. It was in the days of the decline of 
Athens in true wisdom, that its citizens spent 
their time in telling or hearing some new thing ; 
and such a taste in religion makes more talkative 
and showy Cbristiansy but less solid and prac- 
tical ooes. The monthly reh'gious publications 
are not intended to supersede those treatises, 
doctrinal, es^sitory, or practical, which God 
hath so often blessed for conversion, instruction, 
and comfort ; and it is the reader best acquaint- 
ed with them who is best secured against infidel 
sophistry and enthusiastic extravagance, and 
who is best fitted to aid the difiusion of know- 
ledge and virtue. 

In 1774, she was united in marriage to the 
Rev. W. F.y Bridge of Teith, a man distinguished 
for simplicity and godly sincerity, and a fervid 
zeal (or truth and holiness, and whose primitive 
sanctity of manners was associated with great be- 
nevolence and tenderness of heart. With him she 
enjoyed much domestic comfort ; and, for more 
than forty years, they walked togeth^ in all the 
ordiittnces and commandments of the Lord 
blameless. Their income was very small and 
their family large ; yet, such was her activity 
and economy, that the appearance of her house- 
hold was always suited to their station, and two 
of her sons received a liberal education for the 
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loinittry.* When I think on the scanty stipend 
of her husband) the number of her children, 
and the uniformly respectable state of her 
dwelling, I feel that no praise can be too high 
for the spirit and the efforts of this truly excel- 
lent woman. The wives of ministers in dis- 
senting societies have in general an arduous 
task to fulfil, and their self-denial, economy,, 
and activity in their families entitle them to the 
highest praise. By some individuals this con- 
duct is spoken of, not with admiration, but with 
dislike. Whether this arises from ignorance of 
what is necessary to maintain an appearance in 
society suited to their station ; from their feeling 
these exertions as a rebuke to the parsimonious 
support which is given to their minister; or 
from the fanaticism which requires, in eminent 
piety, an utter abstraction from every earthly 
care, the fact is certain ; and such a woman, 
though rich in the graces of practical piety, has 
been called worldly-minded, while the indolent 
and hysterical devotee has been applauded as a 
saint of the highest order. These vulgar prejudi- 
ces are wearing rapidly away ; and the allusion to 
them may serve to show the noble spirit of those 
who could persevere in their virtuous efforts for 
their families in spite of the contempt of the proud 

• The Rev. A. Fletcher, Lond<m, whose name stands so high for 
ftTvid eloquence, and great activity as a Christian minister, is one of 
them. 
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aod the oeiufures of the mean. It is cm such a 
character that the Spirit of God bestows a 
spleodid eulogy in the last chapter of the Pro- 
verbs ; and it is well adapted to direct the exer- 
cise of female piety at present^ which is too 
little occupied at home, and which wastes^ in 
the parade and bastle of public ezhibitiony the 
attention and enei^ which are required in a 
more private sphere. 

It is easy to conceive the difficulties through 
which she must have struggled ; yet she was 
uniformly oontei^ed and cheerful* She had a 
strength of mind which no fears could shake ; 
andy in circumstances which the querulous would 
have considered as justifying their murmurs, 
and the feaifiil as warranting their darkest £bre- 
bodinga^ her gratitude was ardent, and her hope 
was lively. Her cheerfulness was not the mere 
result of natural temper, but was maintained by 
her confidence in God, and by lier habitual ac- 
tivity. It is a fact which beautifully illustrates 
the benignity of Providence, that exertion is 
usually associated with hilarity of spirits ; and 
thus, persons who must labour, find happiness 
in their very toils, while, on the other hand, the 
gloomiest vapours of* despondence and fear 
gather round the head of the slothful, and they 
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can see nought ia the past or in the future to 
gratify or to enliven. 

Amidst the multiplied cares of her own &mily 
she was kind and obliging to the poor^ and 
their garments were often made or repaired by 
her hands. If we judged of charity by the 
means of beneficence which are possessed, we 
should attribute to bounty from such dwellings 
as herfs no ordinary value. Her si^city and 
experience qualified her for giving counsel ; and 
many, in temporal difficulties and in spiritual 
distress, were guided by her advice. To foUy 
or freakishness she showed little indulgence ; but 
real distress always called forth her sympathy. 

Any spare moments which she had she de- 
lighted to occupy in religious reading. The li- 
brary of her husband contained many standard 
books in theology ; and a number of these she 
perused mth care. Her knowledge of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel was accurate and extensive^ 
and she felt in them increasing delight. Reli- 
gious reading was a solace to her domestic toils ; 
and, when her daughters were able to assist her 
in these, and her opportunities of mental im- 
provement were enlarged, she eagerly seized 
them for searching into the truths of God, and 
pondering them in her heaeU 

As ofien as it was in her power she attended 
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on the dispensation of the Lord's Sapper, in 
the neighbouring congregations ; and at some of 
them she enjoyed remarkable communion with 
God. On these seasons of holy fellowship she 
delighted to dwell ; like Jacob, who»in the sea- 
son of sickness, felt soothed and encouraged by 
the reflection — *< God Almighty appeared to 
me at Luz, in the land of Canaan, and blessed 
me ;** and like David, who, in the season of deep 
dejection, called to remembrance the scenes of 
communion with his God, and was encouraged 
by them to hope in his mercy, sayings " O my 
God ! my soul is cast down within me, there- 
fore will I remember thee from the land of Jor- 
dan and from the Hermonites, and the hill of Me- 
zar/' If the affectionate heart loves to dwell on 
the scenes which were brightened by the testi- 
monies of the confidence, attachment, or sjrm- 
pathy of a dear friend, we must not think it 
strange if the pious Soul visits oflen the favour- 
ed spot where it saw God face to face. The 
conversation of the men of God, who officiated 
on these solemnities, was always a feast to her ; 
and such was her intelhgence and such her 
Christian experience, that, in every religious dis- 
cussion, she was qualified to bear a part ; and 
her sentiments were always listened to with re- 
spect. It has always appeared to us, that the 
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meeting of ministers at the dnpensation of the 
Lord's supper is not only useful to the people, 
by ike diversity of ^fts which are thus called 
forth to their ediBcatimiy but to tbenseives. 
Their fellowship at the Lord's table» and their 
friendly intercourse afterwards, camiot fail to 
cherish all the kind afibctions ; while the oppor- 
tunity of hearing each other's discourses, of ask- 
ing each other's advice, and of listening to each 
other's sentiments on various topkB, must tend, 
in no small degree, to promote moral, religious, 
and intellectual improvement. Often have 
young ministers retired from sudi scenes, grate- 
ful for the spiritual advantages they have yield- 
ed them ; while the more advanced in life have 
gone away, blessing Grod for the ^r promise of 
the sons of the prophets, and for the excitement 
which has been given to their hope and love. 

A life of such piety as a Cluristian, and of 
such exemplaiy virtue as a wife and a mother, 
was closed in a manner, in all respects, accord- 
ant with >it. In 1814, her health began to de- 
cline, and, after some months of littering ill- 
ness, she died in tlte faith. During the whole 
of her sickness, her mental faculties retained all 
their v^^r, and her faith its full assurance. 
The following arc some of the expressions which 
fell from her lips ; and they strikmgly exhibit 
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Che JiveUiiess of religioas ftdng, and the bright- 
ness of her heavenly hope : ^' it k ktrty years 
since I was enabled to build on the suie fonnd- 
atkm which God hath laid in Zion; efter sinee 
I have vested on it. I am now reaiing on it ; 
and I^am penuaded, that He who hath Utherto 
8iq>peited me will fiot leave me new.'' 

^Exemplary and uaeflil as her life had been, 
she bad the strongest impressions of her own 
unworthiness; and was so far from placing any 
reliance on aught that she had done, that slie 
felt much ^sbame and gridT that her iniquities 
had been so numerous, and her attainments so 
scanty. Such texts of Scripture as these were 
most soothing to her: " I, even I, am he that 
blottetk out thy transgressions for my name's 
sake, and 'that will not remember thy sins ; that 
thou fiiayest remember, and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, because of thy 
shame, when I am pacified to thee, for all that 
thou bast done." The riches of sovereign 
grace manifested to sinners, and to herself in 
particular, filled her with wonder and joy. It 
is a striking fact, that those most eminent in hu- 
mility are persons most distinguished for inno- 
cence and utility; and that, in the prospect of 
appearing before God, they speak of themselves, 
not' in the boasts of Pharisaic pride, or in the 

£ 
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cant of itfected abasement, but in the etiiapb 
language of a lowly and contrite heart. 

Strong as her ties to life were, she desired to 
depart and to be with Christ. This did not pro- 
ceed from any abatement of afiection to her &- 
mily and friends, but from the increasing vigour 
of her love to Christ. Some have expressed 
wishes for death when their patience has been 
exhausted by lingering sickness — ^when they had 
felt, from long experience, the vanity of all the 
enjoyments of the world, and saw that it had 
nothing new to offer them to excite the sated 
appetite— or when they imagined that they were 
become a burden to their friends ; but no such 
feelings influenced this sufferer. She saw much 
in her affliction to excite her gratitude; and the 
active and unwearied sympathy of her family, 
which showed that their life was bound up in 
her's, made her home sweet in sickness, as. it 
had been in health; but her bright percep- 
tions of the Redeemer's excellence and gloiy 
rendered her thus willing to be absent from 
the body, and to be present with the Lord. 
*^ I always loved my relations," said she, 
" but I think I so love them now that I could 
give my heart's blood for th^ ; but my 
heart is Christ's." Laying her hand on her 
breast, she said, « I have the Spirit of glory 
here, and I am going to Heaven, where' all is 
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lore. O how I long to go to Heaven, to. see 
the beautj and the glory of the Lamb that was 
slain ! Make baste, my beloved, and be thou like 
a roe or a young hart on the mountains of Be* 
ther. It is pleasant to think that there are so 
many of my relations in Heaven before me ; but 
my bliss is, that Christ is there. O the express- 
ions of Divine love to me in religious ordi* 
nances, and, especially, at sacramental solem- 
nities ! but I shall soon behold God's face in 
righteousness, and, when I awake, I shall be sa* 
tisfied with his likeness." 

But there were circumstances in her last ill* 
ness, suited to her character as a wife and a 
mother, which deserve to be recorded. She 
called her children, one by one, into her sick 
chamber, and gave them such counsels as were 
adapted to their different tempers and prospects. 
Trying as the scene was to nature, she went 
throi:^h it with unshaken firmness, and in a yeiry 
solemn manner. One of her daughters said to 
her, ^* What will become of us when without our 
counsellor?'' She said, <' The Lord will be 
your guide ; and he can not only give you the 
best counsel, but incline you to take it." When 
alone with her venerable husband, she express- 
ed her gratitude to God for the happiness she 
bad been permitted to enjoy so long in his so- 
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eielyy— ^comforted bim wHb variolar suitable as- 
niffaaeet of the cave of Heaven ever him in bit 
lnfirniity,-<«-expr€S8ed her belief that the amsu 
would know one another in Heaven; and aaidy 
with what delight she would wdcome him infeo 
the everiasting kiogdom of their common Lord 
and Saviour. To the excellent young man, who 
had been ordained oolleagne aiad succeasor to 
her huBband, she expressed her entire confidence 
in his kind attention to Mr F.>.--her peraoHiioa 
of his having the call of God to hboet m that 
sphere,— her impressions of the neoeadfty ef 
preaching the dodxines of sahratioB, with all 
simplicity, to a plain country peopley and her 
warmest wishes for the comfort and the anccess 
of his ntiaisHy. We are struck with the morri 
greatness of this whole scene, and 6el as if we 
were standing by the bed-side of tho dying pa- 
triarchs, while they expressed their hope in 
God, and blessed their fiunilies. Religion, ve- 
nend>le for wisdom and sanctity, is softened by 
the tenderness of nature and of Christian chari- 
ty, and, from the threshold of Heaven, delivers 
its counsels to those from whom it parts, in the 
hope of re-union in the world of glory. Ther« 
is something in the manner of those who ad- 
dress these counsels, in the hour and in the 
scene in which they are given, and in the aw^- 
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kaaed feeiings of those to whom they are deli- 
vered, which is calculated to secure to them a 
present impression, and a permanent influence. 
And their being addressedy in this case, to each 
individual alone was wisely adapted for that fuU 
disclosure of sentiment, and for that particular- 
ity in counsel, on which the presence of an- 
other might have been a restraint. To be left 
alone with the dying, for their last expression oi 
pious concern, is to be placed in the most fa- 
vourable circumstances for the operations of 
grace. 

But she was not so engrossed with her own con- 
cerns and those of her friends, as to be indiffer- 
ent to the state of society. One day she was 
heard sobbing, and one of her daughters looked 
into the bed, and said, *^ Mother, why are yA 
weeping ?" She replied, " I have been hearing 
some accounts of great ignorance and wicked- 
ness on the continent, and my heart bleeds for 
the dishonour done to God, and for the miser- 
able state of immortal souls ;— could not a so- 
ciety be formed for furnishing them with the 
means of salvation ? On his bed I have no 
grief, but to think of the world lying in such 
sin and wretchedness." How pure, lofty, and 
ardent, is the benevolence of the Christian spi- 
rit ! and how lovely does it appear, when con- 

e2 

uigitized by Google 



5^ SKBTCHE3 OS 

traated with the selfishness aod carnality of the 
world I Worldly men have no impulse but sel- 
fishness in all the pursuits of life; and, when 
they are dying, they have not a thought beyond 
their own safety, or the w^&re of their firiends; 
but that desire which Christ forms in the com- 
mencement of the divine life, that God's name 
may be hallowedi*p-»tbat his kingdom may c^me, 
-^and that his will may be done on e«th m it 
is done in Heaven, increases in vigour as piety 
advances; and the contrast which the saint 
draws, in dying, betwixt the scene to which he 
is rising, and that which be is about to leave, 
calls forth the expressions of a pious solicitude 
for the reformation of the world ; aiid the ex- 
tenuon of the meKorating influence of the g^- 
iM in it will excite his joy, when placed among 
the angels of God. 

During her illness, her mind waa much occu- 
pied in meditation on the sufferings of Christ ; 
and the contrast which she drew betwi;a; his 
state and her*s, in her last hour, was strikingly 
expressive of the elevation and ardour of her 
pioua feelings* *^ My pillow," said' she^ ^' is 
sofi*— there are no thorns in it; but my Re- 
deemer wore a crown of thorns for me ; I can 
stretch out my poor hands««— but his hands 
were nailed to tlie cross. All is attention to 
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my wsjoU, and kindness in my sufferings ; but 
in iua» all was insult and cruelty." The sup- 
ports which she received^ to sinking nature, had 
a 8if eeter relish when she remembered the faum* 
ble fare of the Saviour, even after his resurrec*- 
tion ; and the gall and the vinegar which w^ e 
offered to liim during bis crucLSxion. The suf* 
fenngs of Christ, from which the saint derives 
animation in all the duties, solace in all the scr- 
ews, and an antidote to all the temptations of 
life, yield to him his best consolation in the 
lM)ur of death, and sustain his last hope. It is 
wbi^ the faith of the dying saint hovers round 
the cro99, that he can sing, << O death, where is 
\hy sting ?" and it is when it enters the place 
where the Lord }ay> that it can add, '< O grave ! 
where is thy victory?*' The triumphant hfj^ 
guage of the Apostle, in the 84th verse o£ the 
Bth chapter ^ the Romans, suggests every con- 
solation which death requires. It is Christ that 
<^ may the dying believer say, and indeed 
bath oftoi said, and that makes itsafe to me. 
He fa risen again, and I too shall arise ; he is 
even at the right band of God, and from it he 
heckoas ma to himself; and he also maketb in* 
tercesflieii fiir me ; and be is now praying that I 
Biay be with him wbere he is, to behold his 
glory. Thusi rich is the whole cliaracter and 
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work of the Lotd Jesus in gtaite tmd peace. 
During her life she had been somethnes strong- 
\y tempted to infidelity, and had ovaroome by 
Uie blood of the Lamb, and by the word of his 
testimony; but neither doubts nor fears were 
permitted to darken her season of sickness ; and 
the God of hope filled her with all joy and peace 
in believing. 

I have heard of no injunction which she gave, 
with regard to her burial, except this one,— that 
her grave should be made deep* She had seen, 
in a church-yard, which she had been visiting, 
the remains of a dead body in a state ^hoddng 
to nature, and she said, << My body is a part of 
Christ's mystical body, and what he has been 
pleased to unite to himself has a claim on my 
dJire." The corruption of the body in the grave 
is the result oi the law of mortality, which it is 
foolish to deplorcf and idle to attempt to hin- 
der; but the abuse of it by beasts or by human 
beings, in their thoughtlessness or audacious cu- 
riosity, it is our duty to prevent by every posu- 
ble precaution. The state of our church-yards 
admits not of raising fiow«*s and shrubs round 
the grave, and few have it in their power to rear 
over it any stately monument ; but all may pro- 
tect the humble turf that covers the long home 
of a departed fiiend> and consecrate the viaits 
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oi their c«e to holy meditation, as well as to 
roi¥l reneinbfRnce, 

H«r eomfiirts contiaiied to the end. When 
her latt hour was apfMroaching, ibe said, " All 
thy waits are in thy hand: his hands will keep 
me ; I eannot h(dd him.'' His left hand was 
under her head^ and his right hand did embraee 
her* ^ I have wished/' die said» ^ to faB 
adeep in his ann»*«-.be has promised to come 
a&d reeehre me to himself. Why is his chariot 
so long Vk coming? Why tarry the wheels of 
his chariot? But I hare waited, and I will wait 
for thy salvation, O Lord! I have wished, 
throi^h life, to be the Lord's working servant, 
but X am now his waiting servant/' When near 
the dose of her IHe, one siud, << This is a sevore 
strui^le." <' O no !" replied she, '« The battk 
was fought and won nearly 1800 years ago, on 
Mount Calvary." To that victoay of the Cap- 
tain of salvation she looked, with confidence, for 
safety and success m her conflict ; and the pain 
that she suffered appeared not worthy to be 
named, when she thought of the Saviour's 
bloody sweat in the garden, and lingering tor- 
tures on the cross, and of that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory foy which her 
aflUctiott was preparing her, and which she saw 
was at hand. This elevated her in every decay 
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of nature. When feeling her eight becominJ 
dim, she said, " In thy light I shall loon seii 
light clearly." The hour, she felt, was pomey 
when her soul, freed from a sickly body, and 
Irom all the remains of sin, should be received 
into glory, and see God as he is. The perfec^ 
tion and felicity which she had long antidpa-^ 
ted, were now to be actually her*s ; and, with the 
wish that she might be followed to Heaven h^ 
all that now surrounded her death-bed, she en-* 
tered into everlasting rest, and received the end 
of her ftith, even the salvation of her soul* | 
The reflections su^ested by this sketch are 
so obvious, that it is almost needless to state 
them. It gives us a very striidng view of thel 
power of religion. We have seen that it can 
adorn and bless the most arduous lot in life, and 
bear up the heart in scenes the most trying to 
nature. Its influence is not momentary but 
permanent. It operates not as enthusiasm doeSf 
by temporary excitement, but by a habitual ini* 
pulse. It requires not the world's applause to 
give energy to its principles, but finds, in the 
consciousness of duty, and in the inspection of 
Heaven, sufficient influence. It hath strength, 
not for a few struggles, but for a life of difficul- 
ties, and comfort for the most protracted sick* 
cess and for the most painful separations. 
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It sharply reproves two classes df females 
Let those who make religion their apology for 
neglecting their duty to their families — who 
force their husbands and their children to ap- 
pear in a dress unsuited to their station, and 
give them reason to complain that their dwell- 
ing is dirty and comfortless, and that their food 
is never prepared at the season, nor in the man* 
ner it should be,— study the conduct of this ex- 
cellent woman, and learn unremitted attention 
to their household. Religion is dishonoured by 
the sanctimony of the slattern; and let not 
such persons quote our Lord's censure of Mar- 
tha as implying his approbation of their habits. 
What he condemned in her was the labour she 
then employed to provide a sumptuous feast for 
him, for which he had no wish, to the loss of 
an opportunity for religious improvement, the 
neglect of which she should regret afterwards. 
Her general frugality he highly valued; and, 
along with the many daughters who have done 
virtuously, she shall be praised. God will have 
mercy and not sacrifice ; and he will not accept 
of respect for his house, which is accompanied 
with neglect of their own. 

Let those, too, who make their domestic cares 
their apology for their neglect of religion, look 
to this woman and learn its insufficiency.— 
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' Amidst all her toils %he redeemed the time for 
wisdom and devotion. That aoltdtHde is to be 
condemned which leads to such 'exertions as are 
injurious to amotfaer*s health, or are incompatibk 
with a due attention to her spiritual interests. 
It is wise to moderate such solicitude^ and to 
be satisfied with articles more homely where 
better are unattainable. What an unhiq>py in- 
fluence has such a temper on children ! It will 
withdraw their minds froni divine objects, and 
will either, by the disgust it excites, incline them 
to indolence and [ftrofiision, or it will fonn to 
such rigid thrif^iness as will leave existence 
without enjoyment, and the heart withoi^ feel- 
ing. Without the divine blessing it is vain t<^ 
rise up early, to sit up late, or to eat the htem 
of carefulness. God will not prosper those toiM 
which are not ggjictified by prayer, nor sucsceed 
that solicitude which never leads lo his tfaione. 
It is piety only which can cbeeir the sleepiest 
nights which must be spent by the cradle oi 
sick children, and which sweetens the toil oi 
providing things hrniest in the sig^t df all. 

It sliows us how <7od blesses the habilatior 
of the just, that their bread shall be given thera 
end their water shall be sure, and that a little 
that a righteous man hath is better than the 
riches of many wicked. Let good men, when thp} 
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dkre tempted to vepne tlrnt their share of this 
world isM scanty, remember that their treasure 
is m Heaven> afid that a large measure of its 
riches and honourB is neither essential to their 
felicity nor their use&lness. Htm beautifid 
was the contentment of the Shunamite. Erom 
the accommodation which sh^ made for the 
prophety it appears that, though her rank was 
great, her wealth was moderate ; yet, when a fktr 
opportunity was presented to her for the ad- 
vancement of her family to a more lucrative 
situation, she said, ** I dwell among mine own 
people." Valuable is the little which a good 
man possesses. It is acquired with honour^ it 
is managed by prudence,* it is sweetened by 
contentment, and a blessing is in it. 

I shall only add, that it shows us that the 
most valuable fiiends and relatives cannot be 
permitted to remain with us always. It would 
be wise for us to rejoice in them with trembling. 
It is a great favour to a family where such pa- 
rents are continued with them till they are 
established in the world, and are able to copy 
their wise and holy pattern ; but whether this is 
to be the case or not, is determined by Him 
alone in whose hand our times are. Hicre 
are vanous indications, which the considerate 
will observe, that the departure of friends is at 

jr 
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hand ; and one of those is their peculiar eminenco 
in spirituality and wisdom. High attainments 
in grace evince their meetness for glory, /md 
«ali upon us to improYe their presence more 
carefully than ever, and to prepare for resigning 
them to Heaven. We should recollect, that 
when the com is most yellow, and the ear is 
most full, the sickle is put in ; and that the 
beautiful colours of the evening sky are formed 
by a setting sun. Soon after the removal of 
Mrs F. she was followed to Heaven by her 
husband, and in a few months afler by her 
brother. And, while we are taught, by her ex- 
ample, to show the same diligence to the Aill 
assurance of hope to the end, this is the lesson 
held forth by every departure of the good, 
** That ye be not slothful, but followers of them 
who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
promises." 



THE THREE SISTERS. 

PfCTUBBs of domestic worth poweriidly affect 
the virtuous and the feeling heart. Tlie ex- 
cellence which blazes in public life attracts the 
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wonder of multitudes, and shall shine in the 
page of history; but it is the goodness by 
which families have been blessed on which the 
heart loves to dwell, and which it cherishes 
among its dearest recollections. It has a milder 
beauty than the other ; and, from its appropriate 
characten to our situation and circumstances^ 
must awaken in us a deeper interest. 

The Scripture abounds in domestic scenes. 
It exhibits them to us in the simple manners of 
the East, and, in such a beautiful associatioil 
with its climate and its scenery, as charms at 
once the imagination and the heart. There i* 
a most interesting picture drawn €£ the family 
of Job, afler the Lord had turned again his 
captivity. His three daughters are celebrated 
as pre-eminent in beauty ; and,^s they were 
given him as pledges of the divine favour and 
approbation, we may believe that they were no 
less good than beautiful. We may figure them 
to our minds, solacing by their kindness the 
age of their father, and shedding, for a long 
course of years, lustre on «his memory, by the 
graces to which he had guided them by his 
lessons and by his spirit. 

The three sisters to whom this sketch is to 
be appropriated, were, in their sphere, ornaments 
to thdr sex and to religion. From my earliest 
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years I was accustomed to look vp to them 
with yenemtioa and love; and, though sometime 
has elapsed since they died, it is with a ftding 
of pleasure that their memory is cherishedi and 
that I now attempt to exhibit them as evidences 
of the respect with which true worth is redded 
both while living and dead* 

They were early left orphans^ and they lived 
to agood old age io the uniform: exercise of the 
Christian virtues» and in the exemplaiy dia* 
chaige of their respective duties, lliey were 
eminent in piety. Thoi^h they lived .^ a con- 
siderable distance fr^m the phce of public 
worship* th^ were regular in their attendance 
on divine service* Their minister was a very 
godly man ; and they ofteii 8poke> with reepect 
and pleasure, qf his piety, bis friendly spirit, and 
the fidelity, suitableness^ and fervency of his 
practical exhortations. He spent mudi of his 
time in pastoral labour among his people ; andi 
with the kind solicitude of a father, was always 
eager to point out their duty, and to admonish 
or to comfort, as circumstances made it neces- 
sary. Meetings for catechizing and exhorta- 
tion were often held in the house of these ladies, 
and, instead of claiming any exemption from 
being examined publicly, on account of their 
rank or information, they stood up in their turn. 
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along with the pooredt in the quarter ; and, by 
this amiable humility, the hands of their minis- 
ter were strengthened, and their neighbours 
were encouraged to a due attendance on such 
ordinances. They delighted in religious read- 
ing, and it was their custom to retire to a lone 
place in the evening for meditation and prayer. 
I never pass that way without looking at the 
crag from whose clefls devotion rose to the 
throne of grace, and where God imparted the 
blessing of his goodness to souls that hungered 
and thirsted after righteousness. The retire- 
ment of a country life is highly favourable to 
pious contemplation, and, amidst its various 
scenes, the agency of God is clearly seen. In ' 
the bustle of cities the world agitates and en- 
grosses, and the objects which are pressed on 
the attention are the schemes and labours of 
men ; but the successive seasons of the year 
show us, in hills, and fields, and gardens, the 
ever-working hand of Providence. Amidst the 
deepest solitude the holy mind delights to walk 
with God, and in the darkest gloom it can re- 
joice in the light of his countenance. 

They were uniformly contented with their 
situation^ and felt no regret at their distance 
from the society and the gay amusements of a 
town. Their place of abode was agreeable to 
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themi not only in the summet when the bk»« 
somiog dirubs ghed beauty over their crag, and 
when their solitude was enlivened by the birds 
which sang among the surrounding tre^; but 
in winter when the rocks frowned in their naked 
grandeur, and when the agitation of the bran- 
ches served only to augment the howl of the 
tempest In great fells of snow, when their 
days were peculiarly solitary, their time passed 
away, without weariness, in domestic duty and 
in instructive reading; and the only solicitude 
they felt was to scatter food for the vfirious 
bhrds whom the desolating blast brought around 
their habitation, and to shelter tho w^iderer 
that sought, under their roof, a refuge from the 
storm. They used often to remark the good- 
ness of God in providing for them so many 
comforts under the severity of the season, and 
the obligation which this laid upon them to 
pity and assist those on whom it fell without 
such alleviations. They heard a &ther*a voice 
in the tempest,«-^they saw his steps over the 
dreary waste* 

It is worthy of remark about their piety, that 
though, at that time, the different parties of 
ChnsUans regarded each other with feeiiogs 
of jealousy and dislike, which have now, in 
a great measure, passed away, they were in a 
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high d^gr^ c$nMd and diaritable» and were 
happy la h^tercouryd with the good of all deno- 
minadoDS. Invectives against other parties Of 
Christians, in whatever form they were delivered^ 
they nevor could relish-*violent measures la 
church courts they deplored? and o^em did they 
express their wish that, i>) their eoclesiaatical 
proeedure, there was less of the wrath of vwh 
and more of the meekness and gentleuess of 
Christ. The preaqhing of salvation by Chrigl, 
in its purchase, its blessings, and its moral iii- 
Huence* was the doctrine m which they fek wa9 
the life of their souls. To some acquaiatances 
who occamonally visited them, aud who ap" 
plauded sermons in which the dootrfne^ of the 
gospel were seldom exhibited^ and whi^ were 
occupied with an elegant, though cold apd f^t 
ble dsscussi(m of a few moral topics, they» wUh 
much politeness, but at the same time with the 
fidelity which became them, stated their iuh' 
pressiofis of the great object of preachiqg, Ihf 
misery of man by nature, and his utter he^lesst 
ness in himself; the consolation which they flaw 
in the character, atonement, and graee of a dit 
vine Saviour; and the influeoc^ which they felt 
in these to a hply life I These sentia^ents were 
not effieiously obtruded <m their vi^iton, bui 
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were expressed, when required by the praise or 
the censure of the thoughtless and the mis- 
judging. 

Their piety was so cheerful that it was evi- 
dent to the youngest that their's was a reh'gion 
which made them kind and happy. In their 
most solemn seasons there was no forbidding 
gloom in their manner, but a mild seriousness 
which showed that Jehovah was the object of 
their love as well as of their reverence ; and, 
amidst the infirmities of old age^ they were still 
placid and agreeable. Lovely is the smile which 
plays on the faded cheek, sweet is the cheer- 
fulness which glistens in the sunk eye. There 
are peculiarities of temper and manners which 
ofben increase in the aged, in consequence of 
their infirmities and seclusion from the com- 
merce of the world, and there are seasons in 
which it is by no means agreeable for the young 
tb be with them ; but from such weaknesses 
these ladies were, in a great measure, firee. On 
no occasion was a friend received with coldness ; 
and their delight in their visits was heightened 
by the approach of the period in which they 
should see their face no more. Their happi- 
ness did not rest on the world, and was not 
shidcen by iu changes. While others would 
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bave considered their situation as an m^ 
apology for fretfubess or languor^ thay saw in 
it m^ to excite their gratitude. 

Their ho^itality and benj^volence deserve ^ 
be mentioned. Their Income was not lai)ge> 
biit great waa the good which they did ndth itf 
He beauty of their place of residence, a»d the» 
pkisuie which th^y took in the aodoty ^ tbeup 
frieo^^ encouraged many to viait thei«« The 
poor never found their doors 9or their hewrte^ 
shut ; and neighhoars in affliction knew that, to^ 
these good ladies* the request of the diatiesieA 
was never presented in vaiq. Their hovm waa 
& plae^ into whiclii the ms&of God Migbted to^ 
toni, and thert be was edified by the power of 
Sodlioess in its most winning form, and eato^m*- 
ed very highly in love for his work'9 sake, lik^ 
the beautiful hospitality of tho patriard¥f» t^^ir 
benevolence was animated by piety. On somo 
occasions they were visited by persona of wk% 
who have been heard to enpresa their admire* 
tioQ of the amiable form in which their religioQ 
appeared, and their wish that they were as 
leady for Heaven as these good ladies. 

Their attention to children claims particular 
notice. Nothing gratified them more than when. 
children were sent from the families of their 
iViends to spend a few days with them ; and it 
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was delightful to see 'how they accommodated 
themselves to their wishes and hahits, and with 
what reverence and love they were regarded by 
diem. The garden, the well, and the crag, the 
scenes of their youthful sport, are associated 
wxtfai the remembrance of the benignant smDe 
that welcomed their return, and the afiectionate 
Care which ministered to their entertainment. 
To walk with them, to point out every object 
adapted to interest them, to speak to them of 
the God whose praise the birds were singing, 
and whose goodness made even the heath to 
blossom, to examine the progress they hadl 
made in their education, and to make the Sa-' 
viour dear to their hearts, who was so precious 
to their own, was their chief delight.-r^It was 
with regret that they saw them depart ; and the 
little presents which they made to theni at that 
period were accompanied with the best counsels 
of wisdom and love. 

Their servants generally remained with them 
for a considerable time. This is a circumstance 
which is a favourable indication of the temper of 
a master, and of the conduct i>f a servant. 
When any of them were settled in families of 
their own, they often inquired after their wel- 
fare, and encouraged them to visit them with 
dieir children. An aged servant, who had tho 
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numagement of their ferm, was on some occa- 
sions required to officiate in family worsliip; 
and, amidst the homeliness of his tones and 
language, there was a simplicity and fervour in 
lu8 prayers deeply interesting to a pious heart. 
The devotions of the family were generally con- 
ducted, when they were alone, by the oldest* 
sister; and the prayers of one possessing so much 
bowledge and feeling in religion were both in- 
structing and impressive. Amidst all the in- 
dulgence which, from their kindness of disposi- 
tion, they were disposed to show to their do- 
mestics, they never lost sight of their due au- 
thority ; and the frown of the eldest was ready 
to check all petulance and levity, and no ne- 
glect of duty passed unnoticed. She knew 
whatever was necessary to be done, and was a 
competent judge of every operation. 

Amidst all their hospitality and kindness 
there was no profusion. Their affairs were 
managed with the utmost prudence and discre- 
tion. They were contented with the simplest 
fare for themselves ; and, when strangers were 
with them, their attentions to their comfort were 
paid with promptitude and ease. Prudential 
considerations induced them, when far advanced 
in life, to dispose of their property, and to re- 
tire to a smaller house about a mile from their 
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ftrmer ftbode. This was no sKght sacrifice, baf 
It was made iridi the finnness of minds actuated 
by a regard to duty; and, idien they turned then 
^es to the long>&Touted spot» it was not u 
Budce a contrast betwixt it and their new habi- 
tation to its disadvantage, and thus to excite 
discontent in their own breasts. They bless* 
ed God for the good days they had seen ii 
it; and remariced that a diild of God bad thi 
peculiar advantage, that, wherever he went, hi 
best friends and his best comforts accompaniec 
him* 

Some orphan children of their relatives wen 
cast upon their care ; and no parent could havi 
shown more solicitude for the comfort, or mad< 
greater efforts for the education and improve 
ment of their offspring, than they did for thos( 
young persons. It has sometimes happened 
that orphan children, in these circumstances 
have been treated with neglect or seventy ; an< 
especially has this been the ease where then 
has been any indiscretion on the part of theii 
parents. The reproach of this has often damp 
ed the gaiety of the orphan, and called forti 
the bitterest tears; but these excellent womei 
acted with sudi a considerate kindness, that tin 
dependents on their care felt that in each the] 
had a mother, and had reason to bless thai 
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Fh>Yideiice which nuide other hearts to glow 
with a parent's loYe. ' 

There were striking dtiTenities in miad and 
temper betwixt them. The oldest had con- 
sxferable strength of mind, and an uticomnioa 
degree of sagadty, which wa^ apparent in the 
management of their worldlj afiairs, and in her 
iotercourse with -society. Such was the confi- 
dence reposed in her judgment that her advice 
vas sought by her neighbours in all their diiB- 
culties. Tha« was a mild dignity about her 
manner that secured respect, and which gave a 
value to every act of condescension ; and when 
ihe expressed her disapprobation of what was 
foolish or improper, it was felt by the guilty in- 
dividual as the rebuke of one whose displeasure 
it was most disgraceful to incur. Persons ac- 
customed to the most polished circles, found in 
ber manners a propriety and an elegance which 
were never marred by affectation, but were the 
genuine result of good sense and benignity. 
When far advanced in life, she fell down the 
itair, while going in the dark to perform some 
8ct of attention to her sick sister, and by that 
ftli tome of her bones were broken. In the 
confinement and pain which were occasioned by 
this event she showed much patience, and the 
only regret she expressed respected her inabili- 

G 
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ty to attend to her sister. It was most affecting' 
to see the amiable solicitude of these two sisters 
for the welfare of each other, and the messages 
of kindness which they sent from their respec- 
tive apartments. Her first steps were directed 
to the bedside of her infiAi sister ; and her first 
ejaculation there, was, that the Lord who had 
done so much for herself might save her from 
all her distresses. She died the last of the three; 
and though she felt the dreariness of her dwell- 
ing, her manner was calm, and even cheerful to 
the last. — She showed the strengtlf of a supe- 
rior mind, and of enlightened piety, amidst the 
days and nights of infirmity in which she had 
no sister to minister to her as she had done to 
them. Her servant was her nurse in her de- 1 
cline, and frequently read to her portions of the 
word of God. In its promises she expressed tiie 
liveliest interest — " My heart and my flesh fail- 
eth, but God is the strength of my heart, and I 
my portion for ever." It was her hope — 
^ ** Though the vale of death is dark and lonely, I 
shall go through it directed by the guide of my 
youth ; and to a long life of mercy there is novr 
to be added everlasting happiness through 
Christ, and with him." 

The second sister had much of the spirit of 
the disciple whom Jesus loved. Benignity and 
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simplicity were her peculiar characteristics. 
Though she had no slothful habits, she left the 
management of domestic affairs to her sister — 
felt the most entire satisfaction in all the ar- 
rangements of Heaven respecting her lot ; and 
said that God had placed her and kept her 
where it was best for her to be. She had much 
of the temper of Mary the sister of Lazarus — 
and while she did not bear a great share in con- 
versation, she listened with eager interest to all 
pious discourse. Meek and lowly, benevolent 
and candid, she never spoke a harsh word of 
any human being, nor could endure to hear it. 
About the world i^^ felt no solicitude ; and re- 
specting her future lot, in it she had no fears. 
There was such a sweetness and kindliness about 
her manner — such a sincerity, innoceitte, and 
unaffected piety — that she seemed like a being 
of a purer world. When she expected children 
to visit the house, she used to provide a num- 
ber of little articles which she knew would be 
agreeable to them, and with these she rewarded 
their proficiency in the tasks she assigned them, 
or enlivened them when they became languid 
and weary. If any of them, in thar rambles, 
came to the spot to which she had gone to 
ineditate in the evening, she sometimes made 
^h$m sit down by her side, and pointed out the 
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beauty of the Lord in the brightness of the sky, 
and in the verdure of the fields ; knd spoke to 
them of the good Shepherd who gathers the 
lansbs with his arms, and carries them in hia 
bosom ; and sometimes she bade them kneel 
down beside her, spread her mantle over them, 
and endeavoured to raise their hearts with her 
own in affectionate adoration of the Father of 
goodness. The spot is still fragrant where the 
dew dius fell on the tender herb. Amidst the 
blamelessness and sanctity of her life she main- 
tained an entire reliance on divine grace, and 
the deepest self-abasement. ^< Grace must do 
all, and shall beer all the glory," were the pious 
impressions in which she lived and died* She 
delighted to think of the indulgence and com- 
passion of him who is moved with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; and ofken i^ke of the humi- 
lity and faith of the woman, who touched the 
hem of our Lord's garment, and was healed. 
Such were the ejaculations which accompanied 
her reference to this scene,-— ** Oh that he would 
give me such faith and such humility ! He will 
not thrust away my trembling hand ; he will not 
shut out my feeble cry ; he will not deny me 
his healing virtue. Christ is my only hope in 
death, and my all for eternity.*' 
The third sister had been twice married ; and 
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Mrh^i lefl a widow a second time, and having no 
children, she returned to spend her remaining 
days with her sisters. The change in her cir- 
cumstances, and her many infirmities, sometimes 
rendered her peevish, but they never complain- 
ed of her temper, and never increased irritation 
by reproaches or threats ; but with much saga- 
city and mildness pointed out what reason she 
had to be grateful, and assured her that, while 
they lived, her interests should be regarded as 
their own. 

This fretfulness was only occasional, and she 
endeavoured to guard against its recurrence by 
withdrawing her mind from uneS^y recollections 
of the sorrows of her lot, by continuing instant 
in prayer, and by labouring to strengthen every 
joyful hope. Her heart was kind and liberal— 
and she gave amply at the call of piety and 
mercy. She had been the wife of a minister, 
and she always felt a deep interest in the la- 
bours of that order, and in the welfare of their 
families. If her reflections on the world were 
sometimes of a darker cast than those of her 
sbters, it was perhaps because she knew it bet- 
ter ;- and if she was less cheerful than they were, 
it should be mentioned that for years she la- 
boured under severe pain. She delighted much 
in religious reading — and when unable to attend 
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public worship, she perused such sermons as she 
thought adapted to rivet the impressions and to 
kmdle the glow of the sanctuary in her heart. 
She was the first of the three that died—and as 
her sisters had received her with kindness, they 
were deeply affected in parting with her, and 
they have been since laid by her side. They 
died in different seasons, one in the depth of win« 
ter, another in harvest, and another in the spring ; 
and tl^ all came to their graves in a full age, 
as a shock of corn cometh in in its season ; and 
w^e,. to. the last, patterns of what we should be, 
and how we jhould die. 

In eontemi^itiog these three sisters, we be- 
hold tht^ lich^s of divine grace* It sometimes 
hai]^ns\hat ^ a family one is taken, and the 
rest are left ; but here all are heirs of the grace 
of life. What a happy dwelling was this where 
there were three temples of the Holy Ghost ! 
and how useful were they to eaob other by their 
prayers and counsels, their example and ex- 
perience ! With one Saviour in their hearts, and 
one heaven in their view, they dwelt together in 
love. 

We see also how useful the wise and good 
may be in the most retired sphere. In the days 
of these sisters the plans were not in operation 
which now bring forward the energy and the 

Digitized by Google 



LIFE AND CHARACTER. 79 

feefiflg of the female duffacter ; yet these ladies 
were a hkgsiDg to that part of the coantry 
where they lived, by theur prudencetind charity, 
and they were so without the least parade. 
Many are heard saying, had I as much in my 
power as such and such persons have, how 
would I do good, but it would be vain for roe 
to attempt it in my lowly sphere ; but uftder 
such j^l(^ie8 the spirit of envy, of indolence, 
and of avarice <^en works. The means of 
beneficence, like the loaves wad die fishes 
in the desert, will increase in your 
for ^* there is that scattemth and yet 
iocreaseth, and there is that widlholdeth more 
than is meet and it tendeth to poverty." 

How beaotifuUy does this picture illustrate 
the words of Solomon-^" The hoary head is a 
crown of glory if it be found in the way of 
righteousness." While there is no object more 
hideous than tbt aged sinner going on still in 
his trespasses, there is none more lovely than 
that of the Christian, meek, pious, benevolent, 
and che^ul to the close of a long life. Re» 
ligion, when thus blessing the early and the 
last periods of life, is like the star which, having 
beautified the ^y in the morning, and gladden- 
ed the hearts oi those who were longing for the 
dawn, blazes in the west in the evening, cheers 
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US by its sweet brilliaDce after the sun has gone 
down, and shines with peculiar lustre amidst 
the winter's cold and desolation. Specious 
qualities may procure momentary applause, but 
DO respect will descend with us to the grave 
which is not founded on substantial goodness. 
It was not their wealth, for it was but moderate, 
neither was it their rank, but it was their per« 
sonal worth, their pleasing manners, their efforts 
to do good, which made them so venerated that 
their names are never mentioned even to this 
day without expresi^ions of respect. 

It shows, too, the care which Providence takes 
of the good. These females were early deprived 
of their father, and lived in a lonely place with- 
out a protector, yet they were ne^ molested : 
no evO befel them, no thief nor murderer ap- 
proached their dwelling ; and though, from va- 
rious circumstances, their property might have 
been supposed to attract the ra|Acioiib, Qod per- 
mitted them not to be injured, or even to be put 
in fear. Tlius was the wish fulfilled so often felt 
by the pious in entering or leaving their dwelling, 
" Peace be to this house, peace be to you, and 
peace be to all that you have round about. ' 
While the good employ every proper precaution 
for their security, let not theii* hearts be troubled 
with anxious fears ; for he that dwelieth in the 

Digitized by Google 



LIFE AND GHAIUCTER. 81 

secret place of the Most High thaU abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. Such were these 
three ststers ; and this sketch, drawn from distinct 
and affectionate recollection^ is published as a 
tribute to their memory, and to the praise of the 
^or^ of that grace which made them what they 
vere upon earth, and what they now are in 
Heavaa. 



A HOLY FAIR. 

Thb ** short and simple annals of the poor" is 
the beautiful exjuression by which a poet has 
characterized thar humble course and scanty 
memorial. But while the life of many of them 
exhibits nothing but their toils and their priva" 
tions, there are ibme of them whose eminence 
in piety, whose cheerful contentment, and re- 
ligious usefulness surround them with respect 
thile living, and render their memory revered 
vhen they are no more* They are like the 
plant whose fragrance delights the senses in 
spite of all that overshadows or environs it. 

The persons to whom this sketch refers, were 
of this description. It sometimes happens, that 
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the piety of a husband is marred as to its com< 
fort, and impeded in its exercises by the ba(^ 
temper and conduct of liis partner, and that i 
religious wife has met with the scorn and thf 
abuse of an impious and profligate husband 
but the pair of whom I write were, in ever} 
point of view^, equally yoked, and were, like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, Aquila and Priscilla— 
couples exhibited to respect and imitation in 
the sacred history — ^botli righteous before God, 
and walked in all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord blameless. 

I never heard of the husband having men- 
tioned the time of his conversion. Christiaru 
were not, in his day, accustomed to speak Vul 
minuteness and freedom on this topie; but, 
from various circumstances, it was obvious thai 
he had been early pious. He attended, in bis 
youth, on the ministry of the Rev. Tboroaj 
Wardrope of Bathgate, who, •fter a short, but 
very bright course in the church, was called, 
in the prime of his days, to enter into the joy of 
his Lord. His heart melted while he spoke oi 
iiis pleasing and earnest mode of preaching) 
and of his early removal. On the sacramental 
solemnities at that place, during his ministrft 
he delighted to dwell. While the votaries of 
pleasure look buck with disgust on the scene d 
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txcess, And those of ambition on that of rain 
pomp, the pious recal, with unabated satisfac* 
tioO) the hours in which they went, with the 
nultitudei to the house of God, on the solemn 
boly days. The Rev. Dr Webster of Edinburgh 
iised to assist on these occasions. He retained 
a lively impression of his^ ready, solemn, and 
melting eloquence, in addressing communicants 
at the Lord's table. The name of this great 
man will go down to posterity as the founder 
of the widow's fund in the Church of Scotland ^ 
and, though not a stone tells where he lies, the 
vidov and tlie fatherless will record his singular 
ingenuity, his benevolent zeal, and unwearied ac* 
tivity in their cause. But those who enjoyed his 
ministry have attested how brightly he shone in 
preaching the gospel, and in leading the devotions 
of his people. I have heard it stated by a com^ 
petent judge, that his consecration prayer at the 
^rd'g supper was marked by a solemnity, a 
^^our, and a pathos, which he had never seen 
equalled. These are interesting traces of the 
labours of a great man, and they may stir up 
i&inisters to apply their powers and feolings with 
inore earnestness in the performance of thojse 
parts of holy service, in which some are formal 
in their language, cold in their manner, or un- 
suitable in their topics. What is it that hal- 

Digitized by Google 



84i SKITCUES OF 

lows the memory of a minister id the hearts of 
the people ? It is not his ability in argtunoit, 
or hk skill in criticism, the sptodour of his 
style, or the graoefiihiess isi his gestures, but 
his prayers to God which were dictated by the 
inspiration of piety, and his addresses to men 
which glowed with the fervours of 2eal and com- 
passion. 

I have heard him mention two discourses on 
the Saturday before the communion, at that 
place, in which he had felt a very deep interest, 
and from which he derived much profit. The 
subject of the first was, ** In the Lord shall all 
the seed of Israel be justified, and in him shall 
they glory ;" and that of the second was these 
words, "By the which will we are sanctified by 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
finr alU" Mr Wardrope, in giving a few esdior- 
tations before the dismission, alluded to the 
blood and water that fiowed from our Lord's 
side, and, in a very striking ' manner, pointed 
them out as intimating the merit of ^s right- 
eousness to justify, and of his grace to sanctify 
the soul ; and made some happy references to 
the topics of discourse, and to the beautiful con- 
nexion and harmony betwixt doctrine and prac- 
tice, privilege and duty. In various societies, 
these days of preparation are discarded ; and 
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where tfaey are retained^ such exhoitttions are 
ftHing bco disuae. And we plead not Ibr either 
ai at all essential to the ordinance ; but good 
men have Mt them vciy usefiil in strengthening 
their &ithy and in exciting their devotion ; and 
if indiflmnce prevails as to them in any quarters, 
it is as modi owing to the ministers as to the 
people, and it is easy to discern worldly mind«- 
edoeis under the affectation of a regard for 
New Testament simplicity. Where ministers 
are zealous the people will be earnest, and what 
God bath blessed he can bless. 

Edward was a man singuhirly mild and tranquil. 
Amidst all the fluctuations of his lot, he was 
aot merely resigned but happy. His wife was 
an excellent woman, of great simplicity of man- 
nera, and of a veiy tender spirit, and she had 
aeaaons of terror and dejection by which her 
Uth was tried. In one of these seasons that 
text was remarkably useful to her — << The found- 
ation of God standeth sure, having this s^al, 
tbe Lord knoweth them that are his." Soon 
<fter her deliverance, this passage was read out 
l^her minister, as the subject of discourse, and 
it made her heart thrill with joy. On another 
occasion, when she had brought heir child with 
W to the house of God, and sat down with 
him at one of the doors, that his prattle might 

H 
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give no disturbance, she felt peculiar influeSee 
in the word of salTation, The object of the 
discourse was to call Christians to keep in re- 
membrance the seasons in which God had dl9> 
played to them the power and riches of hii 
grace ; and she felt that the Lord had done fbi 
her what should live in her memoiy^ and be 
extolled in her song for ever. 

During part of their life they resided in the 
• country nearly ^ve miles distant from the church 
with which they were connected. The road in 
the winter was very bad, and there was a water 
to cross, over which there was no bridge* It 
was sometimes swollen by the rains that fell 
while they were attending public worship, and 
it was occasionally dark ere they reached it, but 
they were graciously preserved* It was wit!^ 
reluctance that they went away in the abort 
and stormy days of wint^, before the service 
was concluded, and in the worst weather thej^ 
were seldom absent. How sharply does their 
conduct reprove those whom the slightest in- 
convenience will detain from the house of God, 
and whose impatience, while they are there, 
strikingly indicates that they have no heart to 
aught tliat is said or done. 

It was sometimes necessary for one of them 
to remain at home to take care of the house 
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and of the cattle, and, when the evening was 
itariDj and dark, it was their custom to come 
to the water- side in affectionate solicitude for 
thesafe^of the other. What an interesting 
picture of domestic kindness and piety S — the 
busbandy or the wife watching in tender anxiety 
fat the arrival of their partner, lifting from its 
banb many a devout ejaculation to the throne 
of God, Messing his name for their meeting in 
safety, retiring to their humhle dwelling, eager 
to communicate and eager to receive the words 
of eternal life, partaking of that meal together 
trhich they would not taste till the other^s return, 
vid spending the evening in those offices of 
piety by which a habitation is blessed. Genius 
hs painted many scenes in the dwellings of our 
peasantry, but it can exhibit none more pleasing 
to a good heart than this. 

Their minister, in his yearly labours in that part 
of bis congregation, used to visit the members 
of the quarter on the one day, and examine 
tbem on the next. This made it necessary for 
ium to tarry all night in the bouse; and their 
bospitable attentions were like those of the 
Shonamite to the man of God, who set for him 
in bis little chamber a bed, a table, a stool, and 
a candlestick. How charming is hospitality 
when thus appearing in the unaffected beauty oC 

y 
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kmdnets and simplicity ; and how mudi supe- 
ri<Nr is it to the vain pomp and luxurious festivi- 
ties which assume its name !. The covering that 
was spread on the earthen floor, that its damp- 
ness might not be hurtful, and the plain but 
wholesome food presented to him in the evening 
and morning, were pleasing expresnons of a care 
and kindness which did what it could. The 
more a minister is alone with his people when 
he goes in to sojourn with them, and the less 
cumbered they are about entertaining him, the 
more likely are they to profit by his visit It 
was a season in which they opened their hearts 
to him, and received from him the most judici- 
ous counsel, and the most animating encourage- 
ment in the Christian life. 

They had only one son, and to him the mo- 
th^ was said to be too indulgent. He was 
taught to fear God ; and when he grew up was 
established in bushiess for himself, but was not 
successful ; and, instead of being able to assist 
his parents in their old age, they were involved 
in difficulties by the effi>rts which they made to 
relieve him in his embarrassments. For this 
purpose they sold the little property they had in 
the country, and took up their abode in a town. 
Their habitation was dark and damp, an4. ^ ^ 
narrow, dirty, and noisy street, very different 
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from the lonely and beautiful spot where their 
better years were apent^where, in the bright 
sky and in the green fields>^they beheld their 
Maker's smiles^ and were lefl, undisturbed, to 
oommiine with hini, and with their own hearts ; 
yet were they perfectly coDtented-^and used to 
moitioii, as reasons for gratitude to God in the 
diange of their residence, that now they were so 
near the ohurdiy and had access to various means 
of grace which they were precluded from attend- 
ing) by their distance, and to the society of 
many religious persons. The wife did not long 
survive their removal. A fever of three weeks' 
duration terminated her days. In this illness 
she had hours of anxiety and darkness, but her 
faith never failed ; and, amidst sobs which indi- 
cated the working of strong feelii^ she decla- 
red her entire acquiescence in the plan of salva- 
tion, as exhibited in the gospel; and such- ex- 
pressions as these fell from her lips-^** I will 
trust in his blood — I will look for his mercy— I 
will die at his feet.*' The compassionate He- 
deemer who had, in the course of her life, made 
crooked things straight, now rendered darkness 
light before her, and led her gently to everl^t- 
iQg reat. Her husband was now left alpoe, ^nd 
left to struggle with straits and infirmities, yet 
be was always calm and cheerful. When i( 

h2 
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was hinted to him by any that his sttuatioD was 
dreaiy and comfonless» he replied^ with a look 
of cheerful content, that it was rich in mercy- 
It was said of him by a ne^^hbour, that **^ he was 
happier with his coarse and solitanr meals than 
the wealthiest maq in the parish was with all 
Ihs luKuries." So sweet was the piety of his 
conversation, that his company was mud» sought 
after by the serious — and those who w^e able 
were eager to promote his comfort* He was 
very useful to the sick and the afflicted, and his 
prayers were characterized by great fervour and 
tenderness oi feeling. Such were the purity and 
gentleness of his manners that even the soofier 
spoke of him with respect— and those who had 
no religion admitted that in him it was lovely. 

In htm 8<Stne8s and lowliness of heart were 
joined with an elevation of mind which made 
him shrink from the idea of being a burden to 
any, and which induced him to labour for his 
own support, even when his strength was nearly 
exhausted. The only solicitude I ever heard 
him express, was, that his illness should not bei 
long, and that the care of him in sickness should 
not fall heavy on his good neighbours. Frovi* 
dence kindly granted him his wish. His last 
illness was very short. On the Lord's day his 
minister discoursed on that text— << Lord, now 
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leUest tiiou thy senrant depart in peace." He 
was taken ill on the Tuesday, and died on the 
Wednesday* His bodily trouble was seTere, but 
bis mind was in perfect peace. He spoke of 
the covenant of grace as all his salration, and all 
his desire, and as the chariot of the wood of Le- 
banon in whidi the Lord had conveyed him 
tboQgh so many troubles and temptations al* 
ready, and was now conducting him through the 
valley of the shadow of death to Heaven. He 
had heard, a short time before, a discourse afler 
the Lord's Supper, on the better countiy ; to it 
big desires were directed, and longing for his 
letDoval from the body of death to the life of 
perfeetion, said^^^^ God haa never lefl me in the 
viiderness, and he will not leave me in the 
swellings of Jordan. I am refreshed by some 
drops from Heaven, but I am going to the 
fouDtfun of living waters." His illness was so 
ihort that his son could not arrive in time to see 
bim before he died ; but, instead of rejMning at 
this, he rejoiced in the presence of the '< kins* 
man Redeemer who had bought back the mort* 
gaged inheritance of eternal life ;*' and in the 
sweet assurance of his kindness both to the 
living' and the dead. As he had lived so he 
died in the &ith. God granted him his desire 
that he might not be chargeable to any. A 
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little pittance of the price of hk property 
mained, «ad was mereljr sufficient to defray tl 
expenses of his funeral. Among the moui 
that foHonred him to the grave thore was nol 
one who did not feel veneration for his charac- 
ter ; and it would have been a most appropriate 
inscription on his humbje grave-stone^ that b^ 
it was laid an Israelite indeed, in whom th< 
was no guile. 

This sketch shows what a blessing religion is 
to the married state. Its graces render the 
husband the happiness of his wife» and the wife 
the joy of her husband. There is not a sorrow 
which can arise in that state which it hath not 
power to alleviate ; and, in the hour jsihich brings 
with it the disruption of every earthly till, it pre- 
serves the heart from a hopeless sorrow. The 
beauty of holiness decays not with the advance 
of age ; and the righteous man's portion is be* 
yond the reach of misfortune. It can make 
contentment reign amid the most painful [u-iva- 
tions — joy to abound in the poorest dwelling — 
and light to arise in the darkest hour. When a 
couple is thus pious, religion shines with pecu- 
liar lustre in a dwelling by this combination of 
its graces — rich is the influence of Heaven on 
such a family, and frequent are the visits of an- 
gels to it. In such parents children are doubly 
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bleoed. ' They are thus in circuingtances most 
bvoumble for religious nurture ; and while piety 
thofl directs a father's caroy and sanctifies a mo- 
t))er*8 tendemessy there is reason for hope that 
tbey will early seek God. I^et heads of families 
nanember that then only is their union com- 
plete, when they are one in Christ-*and that 
mutual piety is the true source and the best se- 
curity of domestic felicity. 



A YOUTHFUL TRANSGRESSOR. 

Though the lives of malefactors nay seem 
00 inviting subject of biography, yet a strong 
curiosity is usiudly felt to know something ^ 
those whose course is terminated by public just- 
ice. There is something in the energy of such 
charactersy however unhappily directed, which 
produces a strong excitement ; and a narrative 
will be eagerly read which awakens pity or hor- 
lor, while the cahn tenonr of ordinary life is 
maiked with indifference. To gratify this de- 
are, the lives of various criminals have been 
written by themselves or by their friends ; and 
tbig has been often done in a manner which 
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tannot be too strongly reprobated. Their de- 
predations are detailed with a minuteness which 
shows that they were not ashamed of them^ and 
which teaches dexterity to the thief and the 
robber; and, instead of picturing the remorse 
and fear which haunt the path of the workers oi 
iniquity, they are exhibited as passing theil 
time in unmingled jollity; and manifesting ^ 
courage, inspiring a terror, and dividing a spoij 
which throw a glare around them, — ^wLicl 
dazzles the adventurous, and represses ihe scru- 
ples which\)ppose the suggestiMp of evil desire 
We have no hesitation in cori^mning the co- 
louring which has been sometimes employed tc 
beighten the piety or the beneficence of the 
good ; but it is a prostitution of talent still more 
criminal, which transforms the villain into i 
hero, and makes the atrocity of his deeds to h^ 
forgotten anaidst the ingenuity with whieh the) 
are planned, the arts by which, they are conceals 
ed, the courage with which they are perpetratedj 
and the firmness with which the puaisliment o^ 
them is endured. If such lives are writtei 
they should represent the way of transgressoi 
as hard — describe the uneasy feelings wbi 
prey on their hearts— the continual perils 
which they move — ^the dark reflections 
the season of confinement-^the horrors c£ ^ 
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violeot death — the m&my which attaches to 
their memoiy — and the shame and anguish of 
tkeir friends, — ^that others may fear to do evil, 
ind learn to do well. 

My object in this sketch is not to give a mi- 
aate account of the life of a youthful convict ; 
fcr in it there were few incidents of any import- 
ance to detail — but I shall present some cir- 
cmnstaiices respecting him, which may be use- 
h\ for the purpose of moral admonition. 

This young man was not bom in drcum- 
Btances which placed him in the way of tempt- 
itioD to thefl. There are many children who 
ire cast upon the wide world, and who are thus 
M to those who, for their own ends, initiate 
tiiem m the arts of deception and pilfering ; and 
there are others whose parents live by such arts> 
Aid who, in their early years, instead of the les- 
ions of justice and. truth, hear nothing from 
^ir lips but what is adapted to excite covet- 
Misness and envy, and see nothing in their con- 
hct but fraud or violence. It cannot surprise 
tt that such children do the deeds of their fa- 
krs. To place them under the nurture and 
tdmonitionof the Lord istrue charity; and, in- 
itead of devoting their time and attention to the 
iviigious education of those who are under the 
kst culture at home, the promoters'of early in* 
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atniction should go out to the highways and 
hedges, and compel these outcasts to oome in. 
Let it not be said that all such care will be 
fruitless since it will be counteracted by what 
they are taught by wicked parents; for the 
blessing of Heaven may be expected on the 
means it has appointedy^-and such children, by 
the lessons which they repeat, and by the spirit 
they discover, have sometimes instructed and 
reclaimed their most ignorant and abandoned 
relatives. 

But this young man was bom of parents in a 
respectable situation, and who would shrink 
from every act of dishonesty. To what, theD,| 
are we to ascribe his misconduct ? It may be 
traced to causes which have produced similar 
effects on other young persons; and the state^ 
raent of them gives a most serious rebuke tO| 
those who think they do their duty to children 
if they tell them to practise honesty, while th^ 
never teach them that fear of God which can 
alone maintain true virtue, and do not keen 
them from the companions by whom they will 
be enticed. He was not regularly led to pub^ 
lie worship, and on the Lord's day was often left 
to spend it as he pleased. It was to this cir^i 
cumstance that the unhai^y youth traced the 
criminality which had led him to ruin. He said 
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to hk mother, a few days before his execatioii» 
"^Had I attended od die iranhip of God as I 
ou^t to have done^ and pat myself under the 
ninstiy of diose who would have taught me the 
nj of salvation, I might have been preserved 
from the paths of the destroyer." 

He was fond of conpany, and used to spend 
all his evenings abroad. This is a most dan- 
gerous propensity in youth, and requires to be 
vatched wit)i peculiar care« In many cases it 
has been formed by the habits of parents ; and 
it will avail itself of every thing uncomfortable 
at home to just^ the seeking of entertainment 
elsewhers* Rurents should never gratify them- 
lelves, in any form, at the expense of their 
diildren's comfort ; and it will be wise for them 
to reflect, when they are tempted to such indul- 
gence, that, when diUdren are induced to leave 
a dwelling in disgust, they may repair to the 
baunt of profligate dissipation ; and, for their 
own Bakes, as well as tliat of their ofispring, let 
their firt-side be a scene for the lessons of piety, 
and for the means of enjoyment. 

There was another circumstance which led 
to this young man's ruin* There was a profli- 
gate man with whom he was employed at woric, 
and by his arts he was taught to despise every 
conndemtion which was adapted to restrain him 
I 
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from vice, and to tbinky without shan^e or fear^ 
of the most licentious practices. How careful 
should parents be as to the ^rvants they intro- 
duce into their families^ and as to the workmen 
with whom their sons are assocjated. If they 
value their true interest they will not suffer 
them to be familiar with the impious and the pro- 
fligate ; and even where those with whom they 
are placed have no sudi character, they should 
watch their communications with them with un- 
ceasing vigilance ; for too often is a mask put 
on before them which is thrown off when they 
retire ; and by ardiil whispers and je^s the 
youthful mind is tainted, and the counsels and 
warnings of their best friends made the objects 
of their scorn and indignation. They ace i«ady 
to represent parents as addicted to the ptactices 
from which they would restrain them, or to hold 
up their austerity as ridiculous .1^ tyraniiicalr 
llius they act, that they may make the youi^ 
tiieir tools in deceiving their employersi and in 
obtaining the means of gratification to their 
vices, that they may corrupt that purity which 
they feel to be a reproach to their excesses, and 
from that devotedness to sin which makes them 
take pleasure in rendering others as much its 
slaves as they are. Such persons are the -emis- 
saries of the wicked one : no language is strong 
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enough to expose the atrocity of tbeae corrup- 
tors ^ youth ; and, though no human law can 
reach them, the blood of their victims shall be 
required at their hands ; nor shall they be .con- 
sidered as innocent who left them to their in- 
floence* 

In this thoughtlessness and dissipation he 
grew up in youth. There are no certain ao- 
coonts of his being conc^ned in any depreda^ 
lions before the act which brou^t him to the 
gaUows. After his impdSonment, various acts of 
theft which had been committed by persons un- 
knowft, were imputed to him ; but this is often 
done by the uncharitable, who will lo^ a man 
charged with one crime^ with every enormity 
committed for Some time previous, and the per- 
petrators of which have not been detected ; and 
none are more loud in such imputations than 
those who had a share in such deeds. It 
is commonly by little acts of pilfering that the 
wicked are prepared for deeds of daring robbery ; 
but this instance ^lows that, when no religious 
nor moral restraint exists, and where the heart is 
Wdened by the deceitfulncss of sin, the oppor- 
tunity only is needed for the most atrocious viU 
lany. The tree is rotten at the heart, aod at 
the first heavy gust it falls. It has been sup- 
posed th^ intemperance and lewdness are vices 
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most remote from dishonestyy and penons ad« 
dieted to these will boast of their integritjr ; but, 
when the means of indulgence cannot otherwise 
be obtained, recourse will be had, without much 
scruple, to the property of others by the grossly 
sensual. No vistuous feeling can exist in ten- 
derness or power amidst the lusts of the flesh ; 
and he who feels no reluctance to ooirupt the 
chastity of a fellow-creature, will not feel much 
delicacy about seizing the money of others 
when it is wanted for his gratifications. 

One ni^t, a little past twelve o'clock, as he 
and a profligate Associate were roaming ofer the 
streets, the temptation was presented and they 
&11 before it. How diferent is the state of the 
virtuous youth, who, at such an hour, is sunk in 
the sound sleep of innocence and peace under a 
parent's roof! Ofte» did the unhappy youth 
wish that on that fatal night he had been at 
home, and asleep. But wishes and regrets in I 
such cases are unavailing; and this drcum- 
stance is mentioned as a warning to those who 
are tempted to fellowship with the works of dark* 
ness, which are fruitful only in crimes and miseiy. 
«' Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men. A^oidii^ pass not 
by it, turn from it, and pass aaray; for they 
sleep not unless they have done mischief^ and 
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tli€ir sleep is taken away unless they cause wxne 
to fall." 

The captain of a ship passed theni> who had 
come to the town in the night mail, and asked 

them the way to G ? After directing him 

which way to go, one of them%aid to the other, 
that he saw -by his accent that he was a fo- 
reigner, and, with a horrid oath, proposed to 
follow him, and to rob him, ^r\d it was immedi- 
ately assented to. Instead of being restramed 
by feelings of compassion for a stranger far 
from friends and home, they were emboldened 
by this very ch'cumstance to the deed, imagi- 
ning that they should thus be more secure from 
detection. They ran after him, and soon over- 
took him, struck him to the effusion of his 
blood, and robbed him of all the money that he 
had. This unfortunate stranger, as soon as he 
could recover himself, sought a place of shelter, 
and gave information of the robbery which had 
been committed. The two young men were 
apprehended upon suspicion ; but no sufficient 
proof could be obtained against them till dns. 
one. turned king's evidence, and disclosed the 
whole atrocious transaction. They had bound 
tliemselves, by the most solemn assurance^ to 
stand true to one another ; but vain is the hope 
of fidelity injfhe vicious. There is a truth and 
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power in virtuoqs fHencbhip which will secure 
the adherence of one friend to another, in every 
difficulty, «id at every hazArd ; but Providence, 
for the safety of the communityy makes the 
pledges of tl^ wicked to each other as ropes of 
sand. A compatioa is easily sacrificed fpr their 
own interest and safety. It is a strikiog cir- 
cumstiince, — and the mention of it may contri- 
bute still more to put those on their guard who 
are tempted to sin by those who assure them 
that they will never betray them, and that, if 
it should foe detected, they will bear all the 
blame, — that this young man had reveal^ part 
of the transaction for bis own security, and that 
the other made known the whole. In such 
enterprises, the rifler often conceals from his 
companion the greater part of the money which 
he has takeo* *Thete are circumstances which 
clearly show that the honourable highwayman 
is a mere creature of the fancy, and that woe 
shall be to the man whose property is in his 
power, and whose life is required for his. 
' On his evidence, joined to other circumstances, 
this young man was condemned to die, and the 
sentence was ordered to be executed in the 
pubKc street of his native place, not very far 
from the spot where the assault and robbery 
had been committed. His associate^ soon after 
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big condeniDati^ny obuioed p^nmmoix %o «e^ 
him, and when be entered the room, (i^d beh^ 
him Jying in irons, be retifed in m MgP^J of 
grief, under which bis reason soon sunk, a«4 b^ 
has been since thut tiqoe in a mad4ioi«S9» in a 
state of insanity. In more affluent cirow- 
stances than bis companion^ he bad not bis 
temptations to the deed ; but though he esca- 
ped punishment from men, the Judge of all sent 
such anguish into his mind as nature W9» unable 
to sustain. What an awful proof is this of the 
power of conscience ! And let it not be sup- 
posed that there was any predisposition in his 
constitution to insanity; for in no former period 
of his life was there ever seen the least tendency 
to it. His madness was the result of remorse 
working in a heart which knew its own bitter- 
ness—and which sought not relief in the blood 
of sprinkling which speaketh better things than 
that of Abel. The gloomiest visions haunt his 
imagination, and there is no hope of his recovery. 
The unhappy convict received every [lossible 
attention during his confinement. Strong soli- 
citation was made for the commutation of his 
sentence into banishment, on account of his 
youth, and its being his first offence ; but be was 
not deemed a proper object of the royal mercy.. 
It was conceived that lenity to him would have 
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had an unhappy influence on the safety of our 
countrymen abroad. It is a misjudging pity 
which looks onfy to the case of the individual ; 
and a wise government must consider, before it 
exercises it, what effects it is likely to produce 
on the community at large. There are seasons, 
too, when an e^mple is peculiarly required to 
repress the audacity of the wicked, and when 
the frequency of crimes is such ah indicates that 
they suppose magistrates are unwilling or unable' 
to punish them. There may have been instan- 
ces in which mercy has been denied when it 
ought to have been extended, but they rarely 
occur with us, where the circumstances of every 
case are examined with such minuteness, and 
where compassion is considered as holding so 
high a place among the virtues. 
' Every effort was made to lead hira to repent- ' 
ance unto life, and there were some grounds of 
hope that he was brought to a godly sorrow. 
At first he attempted to maintain a bold con- 
tempt of his doom, but he soon saw the folly of 
this, and appeared solicitous to meet his fate 
with decent resignation. He lamented, to some 
of the ministers of religion, his disregard of the 
Sabbath and the licentious life he had led ; and, 
to some private Christians who were with him 
during the night before his execution, he said 
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everal things which indicated his desire |o ob^ 
tain redemption through the blood of Christ- 
Wben a portion of the Bible was read whidi 
stated that Christ died for the ungodly, be exs- 
claimedywithgreateamestnessy << What wondrous 
lore was this; for who would die for me to-mor* 
n>v?" I am quite aware that too much str^vp 
lias he&x laid aa the escpressions of crimioalfi^ 
^at what was the mere result of shame pr 
terror has been ascribed to godly sorrow— -aq^ 
that enthusiastic excitement has been imputed 
to the influence of the Spuit of glory ; but tber^ 
isreason to fear that some have gone into w 
opposite eztreme» and have attributed to mer^ 
oatore, or to artifice, niiat was the fruit of dip 
vine grace. We should remember that tbe firee 
gift 18 of many offences to justification of life^ 
ind that a good beart is more inclined to hope 
die best than to fear the worst of others. 

At the request of the sheriff, a minister was in 
vaiting near the place of execution before his ar« 
livaL To attend him in his last hour was an 
let of compassion, which, however painful to the 
iediogs, could not be declined. There was no 
)Iace near the spot to which he could be taken 
fortheoffioesof religion, and he was requested to 
SO into the chaise in which he was sitting, and to 
remain with him till the fatal moment. He con- 
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tmued with him alone for nearly an hour, and 
after expressing his sorrow at seeing him in sucl 
unhappy circumstances, endeavoured to asccr 
tain what were his impressions of his conduct 
and on what his hopes of mercy were fobndec 
He said little, but what he did say was suitabl 
to his circumstances, and showed that his mini 
was occupied about his eternal interests, an< 
that he had some knowledge of the gospel me 
thod of salvation. As suited to his case, he di 
rected his attention to the penitence of the wo 
man who had been a sinner — showed the cha 
racters of true repentance in her conduct, anc 
pointed out the gracious notice which Jesm 
took of her. He besotlght him to mourn like her 
and to implore the Saviour to address to bin 
that sentence which sent her away hi^py^ 
<< Thy sins are forgiven thee-r— go in peace ;" i 
peace which would soften the horrors of a scaf 
fold— «a pardoh which would ensure his safety 
before the Judge of all. 

He led his mind also to the prayer of the pub- 
lican, « God be merciful to me a sinner," and 
intreated him to solicit mercy from God for the 
sake of the great atonement, and to meet his 
doom with that oonsciousness of ht» own un* 
worthiness, and that dependence on the blood 
of the Cross, which are essential to all true re^ 
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pentance. Mercy had been sought for him ia 
ym from man, but it never was refused at the 
Ifarone of grace to any humble suppliant ; for 
the language of the Saviour is the most en- 
oooragiDg which the trembling heart can desire 
— " Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall 
todf, knock and it shall be opened unto you»" 
I He then turned his attention to the exercise of 
I the thief on the Cross» and observed to him how 
I diis malefactor showed his penitence by acknow- 
ledging that he was receiving the due reward 
of his deedsy and his faith in the confidence ia 
eur Lord's power and grace, expressed in his 
flayer. Jesus did not say to him, << Y014 have 
I anned presumptuously, and tl^erefore you must 
isfier unpitied ;* but his heart melted in com* 
passipn, and his voice and looks exhibited to 
him the exceeding riches of his graoe. He 
besought him to say from the heart, 1 blessed 
Saviour, that man's situation is now mine» cast 
(torn thy throne on me a look as gracious, and 
think on me that I perish not. O ! let the light 
of thy countenance brighten this dismal scenet 
tnd let thy voice of mercy invigorate my hunt- 
ing heart. To these advices he listened with 
interest* and with earnest wishes that he might 
be enabled to imitate such examples of con< 
trition^ « 
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Much was said to him respecting the saffer 
logs of Christy as the jast dying for the unjust 
and this idea was strongly held up» that, i 
the innocent Saviour died with such paiieno 
amidst cruel mockings and lingering torture, r 
became him to submit without a mtHrmur to t 
doom awarded to him^by the laws of bis country 
and which he would undergo amidst the pit] 
and prayers of the spectators. He repeated tc 
him some of the iuTitations of the gospel tc 
lost sinners, and told him that, by receiving 
Christ Jesus thus offered to him, the momen^ 
tary agony of a yiolent death would be the lasl 

^ of his pangs, and the horrors of this scene 
would be succeeded by joy unspeakid)le. He 
then called him to join in earnest supplies* 
tion for his power and grace, who^isable to save 
to the uttermost. 

When the hour of execution had arrived, 
they quitted the chaise, and w^t to the 
scaffold, where, in solemn prayer, there was 
implored for him deliverance from the wrath 
to come, grace to support him in death, and 
to prepare him for heaven, that his closing 
eyes might see God's salvation, and his sinking 
heart feel its comfort, and that this awful scene 

might promote the great ends of public justice. 

He then took leave of Him, expressing his earnest 
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wish that he might obtain mercy^ and find grace 
to help him in this time of need; and in a few 
minutes he was in eternity. When his body 
was cut down, it was received by some of his 
friencls, placed upon a board covered with a linen 
sheet, and carried along the street to his father s 
houae* Though neither the young man nor any 
of his friends had been under his pastoral charge, 
the minister thought so affecting a scene should 
be improved for religious and moral admonition ; 
and this was done next Sabbath in a discourse on 
these words of Gehazi I'especting Naaman : « As 
theLiC»rd liveth I will run after him, and take some- 
what of him." There was indeed a striking re- 
semblance in the crime itself, and in many of 
its circumstances, to the offence of Gehazi. In 
both cases a stranger was robbed ; the nefarious 
deed was in both cases prefaced by an impreca- 
tion ; in both the measures taken for conceal- 
ment v^ere defeated by tiiat Providence which 
brings to light the hidden things of darkness, 
and maketh manifest the counsels of the heart 
and the vengeance of God punished the criminals, 
in the one case by an incurable leprosy, in the 
other by a violent death, and by hopeless in- 
sanity. The Bible is a book whose narratives 
are rich in practical instruction. They present ' 
to us examples of the virtues we ought to culti* 

K 
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vate, and the criiq^ we ought to shun ; and so 
far are these from being painted in a way that 
renders vice seductivoi as has too often been the 
case, that they are represented in such a light as 
to make us know and see that it is an otiI and a 
bitter thing to violatetbe connnandnients of God. 
This sketch sliows the sad issue of sin» even 
as to this world. To how many nay it be 
said, ** What fruit had ye in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed, since the end of 
these things is death ?*' The prison or the hos- 
pital are not the only (daces in whieh we may 
see the dire results of sin, for in every scene, and 
in every period of life, its blasting influence is 
visible ; and when we think on the multitudes 
who are turned into bell, and the smoke of whose 
torment shall ascend up for ever and ever, we 
must feel that there is nothing so much te be 
dreaded by us as iniquity. Yet of sin there are 
some that make a mode, and their scoffs are as 
much fraught with cruelty to man as impiety 
to God. To teach men to make light of one 
sin weakens the sense of moral obligation, and 
is the most effectual method to make them less 
scrupulous about the commission of any other. 
Important and necessary are the adaooni- 
tions which it addresses to parents : let them 
labour to form in their children that fear of the 
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L.ord by which men depart /rom evil, and to 
point out its influence. " Come, ye children," 
said a wise and good father, " hearken unto ine» 
and I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth Ufe> and lovetb 
many days that he* may see good ?*— Ke^ thy 
tongue from evil, and thy lips from spring 
guiie ; depart from evil and do good, seek peace 
and pursue it, for the face of the Lord isa|^nst 
thenft that do evil^ to, make their memory to rot 
upon the earth." In these lessons you must be 
regulated by the law of God and not by the 
maxims of the world, ^nd make their welfare 
for eternity your chief object. 

To give weight to these counsels your own 
conduct must be pious and sober. Should you 
bid them go to church, while you loiter at home, 
they will turn aside to amuse themselves ; and 
in vain will you tell them to avoid bad company 
if they see you associating with the loose and 
the profane. Happy is it when tliey can look 
to a parait*8 conduct for motives to all that is 
just and true, and not for apologies for neglects 
or excesses. Study to make home comfortable 
to them ; your inattention to this will prompt 
tliem to go astray. A good and^ wise parent will 
abridge his own comforts, if it is necessary that 
his childr^p may be satisfied. Direct them in 
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the choice of their companion^ and suffer them 
not 4o be absent fronfi your houses at unseason- 
able hours. Retire not to rest till you have 
seen them in their chambers^ and let your do- 
mestic worship be so conducted as to give a 
charm to your dwelling. Encourage not to 
eome to your houses those who may injure their 
principles or their morals; you would not wish 
to see one with a contagious malady entering 
your dwelling— but those from whom a wicked 
practice or an impure maxim may be learned, 
are much more to be dreaded* 

Important and necessary also are the admoni- 
tions which it addresses to the young. In the 
miserable fate of these two young men you will 
find an answer to your most frequent and most 
perilous temptations. — Observe the Sabbath in 
the spirit and duties required on that day ; and 
let not any solicitation induce you to engage in 
any scene of folly and dissipation on any of the 
other days of the wedc. It will be much wiser 
and happier for you to lay out what you cfDJ 
spare in the purchase of good books, and to lay 
up something for the furnishing of a dwelliogt 
when Providence shall lead you into one of your 
own, than to devote it to sensual indulgence. 
It is most gratifying to think on the means of 
mental improveqaent which are now placed with- 
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ia the reach of the labouring daases ; and, in Uieit 
availing themselves of these, they will have no 
vacant hours for rioting and drunkenness^ and 
have no feelings but those of horror at such ex* 
cesses. 

How diferent from such a youth as 1 have 
described, b he who is a regular attendant on 
wisdom's gates; whose evenings are spent in im- 
proving reading; who is diligent in business, 
sober in his habits, and pious in his feelings. 
If such a youn^ man is spared, he is a credit to 
his friends and a blessing to society ; if he dies 
in early life, no blush of shame on hid account 
reddens the face of sorrow, nor is any feeling of 
horror awakened at his grave. And let not the 
young think that they may indulge themselves 
in sensual excesses, and that these lead to no 
^al close, — ^for their demands have often led to 
fraud and theft ; and if they should not, all who 
live al^r tlie flesh shall die. And wilt thou 
dare, after this, to rejoice, O young man, in thy 
carnal joy, and to walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes ? then know 
thou, that for all these things God will bring 
thee into judgment. 

1 only add, that in this.sketch a striking warn- 
ing is given against bad company. Evil com- 
uiunicatiotts corrupt good manners, and make 
K 2 
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bad worse. I do not recommend secluding the 
young from society, for this will leave them so 
utterly ignorant of the ways of the world as will 
render them an easy prey to the specious de- 
ceiver. It is in society that the virtues of the 
good find the best sphere of operation. The 
hot-house plant may delight its possessor by its 
colour and by its produce, but it is the flower 
of the field which scents the gale— -it is the grain 
on the furrows which fills the bams with plenty* 
The Church of Rome fixes those she destines 
for heaven in convents and monasteries ; but en- 
lightened piety calls the good to circles which 
they adorn by their virtues, and benefit by their 
labours. Let the young be taught discrimina- 
tion in their associates, and let them be warned] 
against hasty friendships; let them learn toi 
prefer the substantial to the showy, and thad 
which improves to what merely amuses and en 
tertains. How earnest are the admonitions I 
Solomon : '< Remove th jr way far firom tk 
strange woman, and come not nigh the door i 
her house, for though her lips drop as an lionej 
comb, and her mouth is smoother than oil, hi 
end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edgd 
sif ord ; her feet go down to death, and her ste| 
take hold on hell.** A vicious associate has oft^ 
led to an ignominious death in- the one sexi ad 
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to all the wretchedness of prostitution in the 
other ; and when we think how few in such cir- 
cumistanoes either seek or obtain repentance and 
remiQ^ion, and how many pass from the bitter 
results of sin here to the worm that never dies, 
and to the fire that shall never be quenched, we 
may see reason for sayii^ to every one that 
allures to iniquity, whatever be the form in which 
temptatioii is presented, or the motives by which 
it is enforced, " Depart from me, ye evil doers, 
for I will keep the commandments of my God." 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
He shall have a life free from their curse, a death 
from their despau*, and an eternity from their 
misery. Walking with the pious in the light of 
tbe Lord, commanding his household to do jus- 
tice, and uniting habitual seriousness with uni- 
form int^rity, he shall find that in the way of 
righteousness there is life, and that in the path- 
way thereof there is no death. 
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THE ORPHAN GIRL. 

To exhibit instances of the care of Providence 
over the orphan, is likely to promote the inter* 
ests of piety, by the strong impressions which it 
produces of the tender compassion of the Deity, 
to encourage the hearts of parents in the pros- 
pect of a separation from their fimiilies, and to 
ibrm friendless and n^iected children to that 
confidence in God which will enliven their 
dreariest prospects, and to that desire to obtain 
his favour which will lead them to the diligent 
use of all the means of salvation* 

With this view I shall direct the attention of 
my readers to a young person, who, when a 
child, was deprived of both her parents, and in 
whose life and death tlie tender mercies of God 
were conspicuous. After the death of her pa- 
rents she was neglect^ by all her relations ; but 
though this conduct of theirs was base and 
cruel, it was overruled by Providence for her 
best interests. Had she remained qnder their 
care, it is highly probable that she would have 
learned their ways, and would hav^ grown up 
in the utter disregard of all that is serious ; but 
' by their neglect of her she was taken from their 
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evil commumcatioDSy and bad reason to bless 
God that be had brought her out from among 
them. In circles where relatives are able to do 
much more for the orphan than her connexions 
could have done for her, such children have 
been treated in a manna: in which few strangers 
would have acted to them. They are spoken 
to in language which cannot be used to ser- 
vants; tasks are assigned to them which ser- 
vants would not submit to ; correction is admi- 
nistered with a merciless severity; and while 
not the smallest remuneration is offered to them 
for their toils> boast is made of the condescen- 
sion and humanity which keep them under their 
roof. In the hands of strangers^ such helpless 
creatures might have &red better, — ^worse they 
could not fare. Th^ only act in the spirit of 
religion and the law of nature^ who treat the 
orphan child thus committed to them, as they 
do their own. 

In these cuxnimstances some religious persons 
near hier took a lively interest in her welfare, 
were at great pains to make her acquainted with 
the principles of religion, and induced her to 
attend regularly on the preaching of the gospel. 
No species of charity is so gratifying to the 
hearts of the benevolent, or more useful, than 
(lius to watch over the tender plant which no 
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parent's hand protects, to cherish what no pa* 
rent's tears water, to guard it from being trod- 
den down by the rude or the thoughtless^ from 
being cropt by the spoiler, or blighted by noxi- 
ous insects. To these counsels of the pious the 
grace of God disposed her to listen, and though 
she bad no father nor mother to follow to the 
house of God, she delighted to go up to k, to 
adore the Father of the fatherless, and to look 
on the surrounding worshippers as her sisters 
and her brethren. It is a beautiful sight to be- 
hold the young following their parents to the 
sanctuary of God ; but it is still more effecting 
to see the little orphan repairing to it alone. 
The Father of mercies led her to his holy hill, 
and blessed her there. 

Of the multitudes of boys and girls who are 
seen on the highways or fields on tlie Lord's 
day, there are some who belong to thoughtless 
and profligate parents, who are more to be 
blamed than they ; but there are many father- 
less children among them, who have no parent 
to restrain them from evil, or to guide them to 
piety. The Sabbath in its return brings with it 
to them no remembrancer of its duties ; but 
while the gospel is cdling the children of Zion 
to glory and to virtue, evil communication is 
forming them to profanity aad thefl and lewd- 
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ness. Were the wise and the pious to stir 
up thoughtless parents to their duty, to take 
these outcasts under their charge on the Lord's 
day, and to use methods for rendering pubh'c 
rorship desirable to them, they would perform 
an important service to society, and offer a sa- 
crifice of mercy on the altar of God, which 
would go up in memorial before Him. 

While thus regular in her attendance on reli- 
gious ordinances, she was early made to feel the 
povrer of the gospel. On the first Sabbath of a 
new year, the minister in whose chapel she at- 
tended, discoursed on that text, *' I have said to 
corruption, Thou art my father; and to the 
worai, Thou art my mother and* my sister." An' 
illusion was made in the sermon to the dying 
exercise of a young lady, who, by faith in Christ, 
as the resurrection and the life, could triumph 
in the ' view of the putrefaction of the grave, 
and the solemnities of eternity, and who express- 
ed ber feelings in that beautiful^ hymn of Dr 

Watts :— 

1. 

And muft this body die I 

This mortal frame decay ! 
And must theae active limbs of mine 

Lie mouldering in the clay I 

2. 
Corruption, earth, and worms 

Shall but reflne this flesh. 
Till my triumphant spirit comes 

To put it on afresh. 
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5. 
God, my Redeemer, lives. 

And often from the dues 
Looks down, and watehei all my dust, 

TiU be shall bid it rise. 

4. 

Arrayed in glorious grace 

Shall those vile bodies shine. 
And every shape and every face 

Iiook heavenly and divhie. 

5. 
Ttacie lively hopes we owe 

To Jesus' dying love; 
We would adore his grace below. 

And sing his power ftbov& 

6. 
Dear Lord, accept the praise 

Of these our humble songs. 
Till tunes of nobler sound we raise 

With our immortal tongues. 

In listening to this statement, she was struck 
with the beauty and the influence of piety. To 
the youthful heart, the idea of death is veiy 
painful, and the corruption of the grave is pe- 
culiarly disgusting ; but religion can render both; 
welcome. Instances of conversion among the 
young have oflen made a strong impression on I 
the minds of others at that age. Religion, wbetl 
seen as the friend and the ornament of youtli 
is much more attracting to them than when be 
held as the support and the consolation of agd 
all their pretexts for delay are silenced by th 
earnestness of early piety, and the solemnitit 
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of early death ; and every objection which might 
be varged by pride trusting to its own merits, or 
de^>air of the divine acceptance, receives an ef- 
fectual answer. 

Fh>m this time she showed increasing eager- 
ness in the pursuit of evangelical knowledge, 
and in the exercise of piety. Meek ^d retiring 
in her temper, she did not mingle in the sports 
and follies of youth, but felt quite happy when 
engaged in the perusal of religious books, or 
when sitting at the feet of the pious, to whose 
lessons she listened with earnest attention. She 
was timid and modest,, and it was by her looks 
and her tears, rather than by her words, that 
she discovered the interest which her heart felt 
in such subjects. It is not consistent with pro- 
priety, nor does it promise well, when the young 
are confident and loquacious in religion. <* Days 
should speak, and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom ;" but in the young, ostentations 
display, though it may raise the wonder of the 
simple, and the applause of partizans, always 
excites the disgust of the sober-minded. It is 
recorded as a circumstance honourable to the 
wisdom of Aquila and Priscilla, and to the hu- 
mility and. good sense of ApoUos, that they 
took him to them, and expounded to him the 
way of God more perfectly. And if he, highly 

L 
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gtAed as he was, meekly availed himself of their 
lessons, it must be the duty of the young to 
prize and improve the tuition of the good, to 
encourage them by their respect and di%ence, 
and not to disgust them by any symptoms of 
petuknce or presumption. 

Amidst this attention which she paid to reli- 
gious subjects and duties, she was diligent in 
providing the means of support to herself, and 
of ch^ity to others. No sight can e&cite more 
painful apprehensions than that of the young of 
her sex begging for their support, a practice 
which forms them to bad habits, and places them 
in situations perilous to their virtue ; and an 
honourable mind like hers would have submit- 
ed to any severity of labour rather than be an 
applicant for charity. Providence has, in the 
improvements of commerce^ opened up for 
young females various modes of employment, in 
which by neat and patient labour they may 
earn their subsistence; and even when such 
exertion is not necessary for support, the hands 
should be employed in doing something for 
others. Occupation is alike necessary to healih, 
innocence, and enjoyment. The vacant hour is 
often spent in improper reading, or in amuse- 
ments little adapted to improve. The young 
women, saith an apostle, who learn to be idle, , 
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wander about from house to house, and are not 
only idle but tattlers also, and busy bodies, 
speaking things which they ought not. 

While this young person thus promised to be 
in her humble sphere a useful member of the 
church and of society, her health began to de- 
clioe, and it was soon evident that a consump- 
tion had begun to prey on her constitution. She 
was quite aware of her situation, and was uni" 
formly resigned to the divine will. Her religi- 
ous friends attended her with unwearied kind- 
ness during the whole of her illness^ and did 
every thing in their power, by conversing and 
praying witli her, to comfort and to strengthen 
her. What a blessing is religious friendship! 
and how different are such fi^iends from those 
who only approach the sick-bed with idle con- 
versation, or flattering hopes ! Most unsuitable 
is such conversation to such a scene ; and such 
expectations tend only, by the indifference or 
insincerity which mark the expression of them, 
to irritate the mind which hath the sentence of 
death in itself. It is no good symptom of the 
state of religion in some churches, and no fa* 
vourable specimen of the influence of Arminian 
doctrines, that in such societies there is scarcely 
one who is sought for as a spiritual guide in th« 
sad scene of deadly sickness. It is auapiig those 
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who know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that the comforters will be found who can 
soothe the troubled, and encourage the fearful. 
In my interviews with her, I never heard her 
express any bright assurance ; but when the ti- 
midity of her spirit permitted her to speak, the 
language which she uttered was that of earnest 
desire, deep contrition, or humble hope. When 
I ^oke to her of Jesus dying as an atonement, 
and reigning as a Saviour, of the riches of his 
grace, and of the tenderness of his mercy, it 
was in her sobs that I heard how her heart and 
her flesh were' crying qut for the living God. 
This was not the angUkh of slavish dread, or of 
overwhelming remorse; but the sensibility of 
holy afiPection and melting penitence. It was by 
such ejaculations as these, that the train of her 
reflections and feelings was indicated. « I was 
an outcast and he took me in, and he will not 
cast me ou£. He has permitted me to weep at 
his feet, and he will not now thrust me away. 
He has shown me his mercy, and he will grant 
me his salvation. With him I have never miss- 
ed father or mother. O teach the orphan thou 
hast guided hitherto how to die !*' When it was 
stated, << Though nature is feeble, grace is 
mighty," she said, /'It has never failed me, and 
on it I rest my last hope." No language could 
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express what she felt as to her own meanne&s 
and vileness in the sight of God ; but she be- 
lieved that the Lamb in the midst of the throne, 
was as compassionate as he was glorious, and 
that though she was helpless as the bruised 
reed, and useless as the smoking flax, the on^ 
was never quenched in bis abhorrence, nor the 
other crushed in his fury. The blessed He? 
deemer was all to her in. death as in life. There 
was no parent's voice to speak comfortably to 
her heart; but Jesus said, <<lt is I, be not 
afraid/' There was no parentis hand ta mini- 
ster to her ; but the Lord of compassions cheer- 
ed her sleepless hours, and^j^e the bed of 
languishing easy. 

A 8h(»t time before she died, she said to 
me, that as she had no near relations living, she 
wished that her furniture should be sold after 
her death, and that whatever money remained 
after defraying the expenses of her funeral, 
should be distributed among the religious poor 
in the congregation, jn the mode judged best by 
the Session. The necessary steps were taken 
for that purpose, and eleven guineas were divide 
ed a-i)ong the necessitous in conformity to her 
wish. Compared with the large bequests of the 
wealthy and the noble, this sum may appear to 
a worldly mind insignificant, dnd the act nut 

uigitized by Google 



126 SKETCHES OF 

worthy of notice ; but the principles and the 
motives by which it was dictated, rendered it 
precious and honourable in 4he sight of the 
Judge of all, and every good heart most be 
struck by its beauty. It was not meant as the 
price of pardon with God, or of fame with men. 
She was too enlightened to be the dupe of su* 
perstition, and too humble to be solicitous for 
applause ; but it was intended as an expression 
of her attachment to Christ, and to the little 
ones that believed in his name. On earth it was 
little known ; byt it went up as incense bef<N% 
Him, who will not suffer even the cup of cold 
water given toa.Sisciple in hia Master's name, 
to lose its reward. 

It was on a Lord's day that she died, and I 
was told by a good man who was with her in 
her last hours, that he read to her the fiflb 
hymn; that it was sung in that solemn season; 
and that she repeated with much earnestness 
these two lines— 

'• stretch forth thine eve^asting arms. 
And shield me in the last alarms." 

In these terrors, she felt that Jesus was her 
only refuge, and his blood her only hope; 
and in humble reliance on him, she resign- 
ed her spirit into his hands. Her last sa- 
crifice on earth was that of a meek and quiet 
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spirit ; and while she was offering it, God wiped 
away all tears from her eyes. Her religious 
friends and neighbours attended her funeral ; 
and one of them, who had been peculiarly at- 
tentive to her best interests, laid her head in the 
grave. It was to them all a source of pure and 
sweet consolation, that they^ had been instru- 
mental in directing the steps and helping the 
joy of one of the heirs of salvation ; and that 
there was nought iir her conduct to disappoint 
the hopes of the good. Her life was blameless, 
and her death was blessed, and they glorified 
God in her. 

How i9uch is this narrative adapted to con- 
firm our faith in the care of Providence over the 
orphan ! The Lord is good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. His bounty 
is seen in the splendour of the great, and in the 
wealth of the prosperous ; but his compassion is 
to be traced in its most interesting forms, in his 
care of the neglected and forsaken. Follow his 
steps over all his works, and even among objects 
with least claims on his notice, — ^you will be- 
hold his mercy. Who is it that, when the os- 
trich leaveth her eggs in the dust, und foi^et- 
teth that the foot may crush them, and the wild 
beast may break them, spreads his wings over 
thenf, and covers them with his feathers? Who 
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is it that, when she is hardened against hei 
young ones as if they were not her's, nourishei 
and strengthens them ? It is he who glories tc 
save what is left to destruction. Who is it that 
when the seeds of plants are conveyed by hirdi 
to the crag of the rock, or to the wild moor, 
there causes them to take root» and to spring 
up, and gives them a beauty and a growth that 
rivals those which have had the largest share o( 
the watching and of the culture of man ? It is 
he who makes it to rain upon the earthy where 
no man is, on the wilderness wherein there is 
no man to satisfy the desolate and waste grounds, 
and to cause the bud of the tender herb to sprin|| 
forth. Go among the habitations of men, and 
behold him filling the dwellings of the poo^ 
with food and gladness ; see him entering the 
dungeon of the prisoner, to hold intercourse 
with him whom society hath shut up from al^ 
human converse, to show mercy where they can 
exercise none, to work a change which thej^ 
cannot produce, and to prepare for heaven him] 
who is about to be cut off from the land of thi^ 
living ; and, follow him in all the walks of likl 
as the stranger's shield, the widow's stay, and 
the orphan's help, and give glory to Him wbff 
is plenteous in mercy. We have now seen a 
striking exemplification of the' statement^ that in' 
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Him the fatherless find mercy. Nor is this a 
solitary instance of his care. We have seen, in 
other cases, parents taken away from families, 
when the children were so young as to he un- 
conscious of the meaning of the sad scene. 
" Why will you not speak to me, my mother ?" 
has been the langui^e which they have address- 
ed to the breathless corpse. , *< I will not go to 
my bed till my father returns," has be^n spoken 
of him who has been laid in the grave, not to 
arise till the heavens are nb more. They were 
thus cast on the care of Heaven, and God has 
surrounded them with friends to whom he has 
given a parent's heart. He has formed in them 
Uie most amiable qualities, and led them to a 
prosperity which they have adorned by humility 
and beneficence. The establishments for or- 
phans, which are to be found in the great cities 
of our land, where hundreds in succession find 
shelter, support, and education, superior to what 
the parents of many could have afforded them, 
and firom which they are called out to active 
pursuits, suited to their temper and genius, are 
the result of His influence who delighteth in 
mercy. These facts shed brightness over the 
gloomiest scenes of human life, and furnish a 
striking refutation of the cavils against the be- 
neficence of the Deity, which are founded on 
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Ihe calamities and liereavenients of the preses 
state. 

T]iis narrative may excite us, in our variou 
stations, to shovr kindness to orphan childrei 
In families where there are no children, parent 
ought to consider themselves as peculiaidy call 
ed on to befriend the orphan. In this exercis 
of beneficence, they will find the purest sath 
faction, and may render children the ornament 
and the blessings of society, who, had they bea 
-IcH; to themselves, or to the influenccr of thosi 
who are so ready to ensnare the unprotected 
might have become its dishonour and its curs£ 
Where there are children, parents ought not t\ 
grudge the orphan a share of their comforti 
When you press your children to your hearty 
and contemplate their accomplishments wit^ 
delight, think of those to whom no motben 
arms open, and over whom no parent's counte 
nance smiles. Teach your children to pid 
them. Instead of leaving the sensibilities oi 
the heart to run wild on the scenes of fiction, 
direct them to the real sorrows of life, and point 
out to them how much superior the substantiai 
goodness which commiserates and relieves them. 
is to the affectation of sympathy which &ghs\ 
and laments, but goes no further. Teach them, 
when they express their happiness in your care 
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ind love, to reflect on the grief of those from 
whose cheek no mother's hand wipes the tears 
•f sonowy and for whose welfare no father s so-< 
lidtude provides. 

In whatever situation we are placed, this duty 
rkeoomes us. That dwelling must be wretched, 
^adeed, into which we cannot invite them ; and 
I Ihat pittance must be scanty, of which we can- 
. lot ask them to share. If we should not have 
^ijnour power to assist them in a pecuniary 
^vay, our countenance and advice, our instruc* 
tioDs and prayers, may be of the greatest advan^ 
tige to them, and these should be mingled wiih 
Aery dispensatiop of temporal aid. Kindness 
jlD the orphan has been often shown, where the 
irififth, the indolent, and the fearful, would have 
iought it impracticable. 

In the memorable retreat of the British army 
QDder Sir John Moore, to Corunna, an officer 
fell bdiind through hunger and fatigue. He 
got into a tuft of trees by the way-side, and 
there beheld a soldier's wife expiring, with an 
inrant child beside her. Obser\'ing the symp-^ 
toms of pity on his countenance, she had power 
but to say, '< God bless you, it is all over,'' and 
then expfred. The officer took his napkin, and 
fastened the child in it to his back, and carried 
^t many a weary step, begging sustenance for 
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himself and it till he reached V^o, whore he 
got on board a transport, and came to England, 
He put out the little orphan to nurse, and de< 
clared, that, whatever be his fortune through 
life, this babe, cast on his care by Heaven, shalJ 
share it. What a noble act of humanity was 
this ! and how strikingly does it show how much 
they mistake the hearts of the brave, who attri- 
bute to them a merciless ferocity. And if, in 
scenes ill calculated to call forth compassion, 
it was so beautifully exercised, shall not we, 
who are enjoying so frequently and so amply 
the lessons of the religion of love, whose dwell* 
ings God keeps in peace, and whose bams he 
fills with plenty, receive the stranger, dothe 
the naked, and support the helpless! Let us 
think, that whatever is done in kindness to one 
of the least of Christ's brethren, is done to him ; 
how honourable it is to be workers with God in 
deeds of mercy ; and that this is mentioned by 
the apostle James as' the first and loveliest fea- 
ture in religion, pure and undefiled before God 
the Father, that it visits the fatherless and wi- 
dows in their afliiction. 

Let the orphan bless God for his care, and 
for the hope of its continuance, and let it induce 
him to love God with all hk heart. If your 
heart cleaves to the man who led you gently 
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away firom the corpse or the grave of a departed 
parent, and spoke peace to your troubled heart, 
what ought to be your affection to him who has 
fed you all your life long to this day, and given 
you strong consolation! Contemplate the Al- 
mighty as blessing the scene which your parents 
gladdened, and doing for you infinitely mcate 
than their affection could have su^^ested, or 
their hands could have done. Never turn away 
from the fiien^s whom God has stirred up to 
show an interest in your welfare. You may 
meet with persons of a gayer temper and views, 
who will try to fill you with dislike of their so- 
ciety, and suspicions of their designs ; but they 
do this to get you into theit power. You see, 
in this affecting instance, that << he that walketh 
with wise men shall be wise ;" and, alas ! proofs 
are easy to be found of the truth of what fol- 
lows, ** A companion of fools shall be destroy- 
ed." 

Be r^ular in your attendance on all religious 
ordinances. How sweet is the communion of 
saints to the solitary ! and how nourishing is 
the bread with which God satisfies the poor of 
Zion ! Complain not of the necaraity or the toils^ 
of honest industry. An honourable mind will 
disdain to receive firom others that support which 
it can earn fi>r itself; and those who have no 
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parents -to ^provide for thera are peculiarly call- 
ed to active exertion for themselves. You see 
how Providence smiled on the efforts of ibis or* 
phan girl ; and what she left at her death, was 
as creditable to her industry and frugality, as 
the destination of it was to her benevolence. 

Her charity at her death was not a novel im- 
pulse, for from the labour of her hands she had 
given before to those that needed, and knowing 
the orphan's wants and fears, " Be ye kind to 
one another, and tender-hearted." « It is more 
blessed to give than to receive ;" and far sweeter 
is the pleasure felt in giving to the podr than 
ever was experienced in the sums hoarded by 
avarice, or squandered in folly. 

And let her fate teach you to prepare for aa 
early removal from the world ; and let it keep 
you from dark forebodings as to ^e loneliness 
of an orphan's death. God will send pious 
friends to your death-bed, in whose prayers you 
will hear a parent's wishes, and in whose sym- 
pathy you will behold a parent's tears ; yea, he 
will come and shed through your heart a peace 
which no terrors of the last hour shall be able 
^ to shake. You shall feel the supports of his 
own band, and the soothing tenderness of his 
own voice ; and as your safety in life has been 
the result of his care, your translation to Hea- 
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Tcn shall be the triumph of his mercy. While 
nature leads you to express this widh to sur- 
rounding friends, << Let me be buried by the 
grave of my father and my mother," grace shall 
utter to them this blessed hope, ** I go to my 
Father and to your Father, to my God and your 
God." Now, our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
and God, even our Father, who hath loved you, 
and g^ven you everlasting consolation, and good 
hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and 
estaUish you in every good word and work. 



A HOPEFUL CHILD. 

Writing memoirs of children has been ridi- 
culed by some and condemned by others ; but 
in such mirth there is little wisdom, and in such 
censure there is little candour. That some chil- 
dren have exhibited many amiable qualities, and 
that the detail of these may be useful to the 
youn^ of their ag^, cannot well be disputed. 
When the graces of religion are exhibited be- 
fore them in the character of persons who have 
r^sen to maturity, they cannot be sp afiected by 
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these as when they see the youthful heart glow- 
ing with charity and devotion, and its temper 
marked by humility and self-denial. This 
example will have peculiar weight, if the youth 
by whom it has been exhibited has been early 
removed by death*. There is something most 
interesting to the imagination and the heart in 
the blossom withering while it is opening in 
beauty and fragrance; f^ld moral lessons on 
the uncertainty of every earthly hope, and the 
value of religion to the earliest periods, are best 
enforced by the picture of its decay. Such 
sketches may be useful to persons at any after 
period of l^e, and may stimulate their ardour 
for holy improvement. Such a ute of them is 
sanctioned by various precepts of Scripture. ^' In 
malice," saith the apostle Paul, '< be ye children." 
Children are strangers to revenge, and are easily 
reconciled, and so should Christians be. It is 
sanctioned by the language of holy men, who 
describe their gracious attamments by the tem- 
per of children. ** Lord,'* saith the Psalmist, 
** my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty, 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or 
in things too high for me ; I have surely be- 
haved and quieted myself as a child that is 
weaned of his mother,'-*my soul is even as a 
weaned child." And it is sanctioned also by 
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tlie example of Him who knew what was in man, 
who took a little child, and set him in the midst 
of his disciples, and said, << Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye can^ 
not see the kingdom of God." 

It is the manner in which some sketches of 
this kind have been written, which has led many 
to regard every attempt of this nature with dis- 
gust. The partiality of parental affection has 
magnified into importance what was trivial, or 
only interesting to themselves; while others, 
from a wi«h to exhibit something which should 
attract public attention, have represented chili" 
dren as prodigies of genius and piety, and have 
ascribed sentiments and language to them so 
far superior to their general capacity as to stamp 
the whole with the character of fiction. Such 
extravagances will repress instead of exciting 
imitation ; but the artless narrative of what was 
good and amiable, will interest and stimulate 
them much more than .incidents stamped with 
the marvellousness of romance. The latter may 
rouse the imagination, but the former touches 
the heart. The one will form a taste to which 
Fjothing will have a reh'sh but what is strange 
and fantastic ; the other will form the qualities 
which are essential to the virtue and the com- 
fort of ordinary life. 

M 2 
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The public taste is soon disgusted with what 
is extravagant in any department of literature. 
The haunted castles, and ghosts, and midnig^ht 
honors of romance, once so much relished* are 
now, in that species of writing, completely ex* 
ploded by exact delineations of nature, and 
faithful sketches of character and manners. 
Nature and genius have thus triumphed over 
the distorted pictures of a diseased imagination. 
And in*theology, the theories and speculations 
of men^ more distinguished by fancy than judg- 
ment, by splendour in style than correctness, 
never detach the public attention long Irom so- 
ber discussion of the doctrines of the gospel, or 
the faithful enforcement of its morality. 

In the little boy to whom this sketch is de- 
voted, there was nothing of an extraordinary 
character. His course was quiet; and, terminated 
as it was at seven years of age, there cannot be 
much to detail. To sacrifice truth to produce 
effect, is an artifice to which no honourable 
mind can stoop. Such a mind would much 
rather incur the charge of insipidity in its nana- 
dves, than of giving them an interest by fiction. 
But, while I thus warn the reader not to expect 
much in this sketch, I have some things to state 
with regard to his temper and conduct, which 
may be a useful lesson to those in early life. 
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It may be stated, from the testimony of hi^ 
parents, that he was of a sweet and genUe tem- 
per, and that he never in one instance disobeyed 
them, or discovered the least reluctance to do 
vhat they wished. What a blessing to a family 
are such children ! and happy are such parents 
when compared with those whose spirits are 
broken by a continual struggle with the stub- 
bom and rebellious. Some parents have brought 
this misery on themselves, by the facility with 
which they yielded to their children's humours 
in early life. A bold, impetuous, and wayward 
temper, thus formed and cherished, will scorn 
their future control; and bitter reflections on 
their own folly will accompany the mournful 
complaint which may be forced from a parent's 
h'ps, " This our son is stubborn and rebellious, 
he will npt obey the voice of his father nor the 
voice of his mother." Authority early made 
known, and maintained in a form mild, firm, 
and judicious, is a discipline which will be bless* 
ed in the quiet and order of families. There 
are children who, strongly attached to their own 
families, think of others with coldness and aver- 
sion. To none beyond their parents' roof do 
their kind feelings extend, except to those who 
have shown them kindness ; but the temper of 
this little boy wHs very different. He said, one 
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day, that he loved his father and mother, liis 
brothers and his sisters, and then added, ** but 
I love every body." This was the opening be* 
hevolence of a heart which felt its relation to 
ieV&ry human being, and which was a stranger to 
the influence of malice and envy. 

It is often supposed that children of a calm 
and gentle temper are not so likely to make 
progress in education as those of a restless and 
daring character ; but this is a great mistake. 
"Die latter will attempt every thing, but thcj 
will persevere in nothing. Their efforts are de- 
sultory, and their manner is ill calculated to en- 
courage the culture of teachers ; but the meek 
and quiet spirit is steady in applying itself to 
wisdom, and so wins upon those under whose 
care it is placed that the cultivation of their 
minds is felt, not as a task, but as a pleasure. 
The teacher of this boy attests, that, as he was 
distinguished by punctuality in attendance and 
propriety of manner in the school, so his profi- 
ciency was uncommon. He uniformly read and 
recited with correctness, and in no task assigned 
to iiim was he ever deficient. The cause of this 
was not only his own eagerness to learn, which 
made him decline all amusement till his task 
was accomplished, but the watchful care of his 
parents, by whom he was regularly examined iA 
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to his preparation before he went to school* 
This was a duty which» in the &ther^8 absence 
at w<»k, devolved on the mother^ and which, in 
spite of her delicate health, she regularly dis- 
charged. How pleasant does such attention 
render a teacher's duties ! and how different is 
it firom the crimmal thoughtlessness of those 
parents who frequently detain their children 
from school for some firivolous object of their 
own, and make them employ that time which 
ought to be sacred to the task prescribed, in 
domg that which might be easily done by ano- 
ther. 

The attachment of thb little boy to his Bible 
was a beautiful feature in his character. The 
sacred history notices, of Timothy, that, from a 
child, he knew the holy Scriptures ; and this 
shows how precious such early knowledge of 
the Bible is in the estimation of its Author* 
We know how much the Lord delighted in So- 
lomon's prayer for wisdom, and with what com- 
placency and gratitude Christ mentions, in his 
thanksgiving to his Father, that, while the mys- 
teries of the kingdom had been hid from the 
wise and the prudent, they had been revealed 
to babes. And it should be precious in ours. 
To produce this love to the word of Crod, chil- 
dren should be taught that it is the voice of 
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Ood, and that it is the only safe guide to Hea- 
Wen ; and parents should accompany their praise 
of it by reading it before them with care and 
pleasure. It was not merely the historical parts 
of it that he loved to read, but other portions o( 
it which may seem less inviting to the curiosity 
of children* It was not merely the verses which 
he. was enjoined to commit to memory that he 
learned, but qther parts of it ; and this attach- 
ment never declined. Caprice is what children 
are noted for, and their books, like their toys, 
charm them only for a day. But when we see 
them perusing the Bible with unabated relish, 
and, amidst their delight in novelty as to other 
things, still attached to it, it is surely no slight 
evidence of spirituality of mind. When other 
books were laid aside, the Bible was still kept 
near him. It was bis great desire to under- 
stand it ; and the questions he put to his parents 
respecting the meaning of various passages in it, 
showed how his mind had been occupied in 
thinking about them. 

In his last sickness, he expressed his wish, 
frequently, that the Bible should be read to him 
when he was unable to peruse it himself; and 
there was one chapter, about which he often 
spoke, and on which, at that season, bis mind 
dwelt with peculiar delight. This was the last 
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chapter of the book of Revelation. When the 
second verse was read, he said, " Christ is the"*, 
tree of life, and he can heal my soul, and give 
me every blessing to make me happy.'* When 
the seventeenth verse was read, he seemed tp 
feel peculiar interest in the earnestness of the 
invitation : — '< The Spirit and the bride say 
come, and let him that heareth say come, and 
him that is athirst, and whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." His soul seemed 
thirsting for the grace and the comfort of salva* 
tioD, and he said, '* Oh that I may drink of 
this water of life for ever !" 

His reverence for the Lord's day must also 
be mentioned. Many children regard it as an 
irksome interruption to their course of pastime ; 
and this has been ip/ some cases the result of the 
injudicious gloom and austerity which charac- 
terised the manners of their parents, and darkened 
their home on that day. Remembering that 
the Sabbath was made for man, parents ought to 
show them that it is t^e best day for his true 
hapinness, and to deck the path to Zion's gates 
with beauty. This' family lived more than a 
mile from the place of worship, yet, as soon as he 
could walk to it, he was solicitous to be there, 
and behaved through the whole of the service 
with patience and gravity. He never asked 
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liberty to go out in the evening, but deligbted 
to bear his parents talk over what they had 
heard, and liirtened with interest to the counsels 
they addressed to his bsothers and sisters, as 
well as to himself. How pleasing is the solem- 
nity and quietness of such a family on the Seb» 
hath evening ! and every wise man would surely 
regret to see it deserted for any institution^ how« 
ever useful it may be to neglected children. To 
supersede or curtail domestic instruction can 
neither be good for children nor for parents. 

He had also great delight in domestic won^ip. 
Instead of showing any wish not to come in from 
his companions till it was over, or of retiring to 
sleep before it conmienced, he delighted to be 
present. F&rents should beware of disgusting 
children at this service either by its length or 
its formality ; but let them see, in your manneri 
that it is the service of the heart, and that praise 
is comely for the upright While children are 
Interested in this ordinance, it is an animating 
token that God is pouring his spirit upon your 
seed. This little boy pitied children in whose 
fiimiiies there was no worship, and wished that 
they could share in the service which he loved. 

la his illness he exhibited some beautiful 
evidences of good dispositions. He one day ex- 
pressed his wish that his father and mother 
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•hould lie down beside hini, and putting an arm 
round the neck of each, he said, '' Hov happy 
am I in your kindness, and if we meet in Heaven 
we shall never part tliere.'* Sweet to a parent's 
heart is the afibction of a child in its lasl; testl- 
inony» and in its last hope. His illnesa con- 
tinued for three weeks, and though he often 
suffered excruciating pain in his head, he never 
uttered a murmur, but his bed of languishing 
was the scene of resignation, tranquillity, and 
gratitude. His father asked him— -how do pious 
children suffer and die ? he answered, In faith 
and patience. He asked him, — In whose arms 
do they fall asleep? he said, In the arms of 
Jesus. He asked him, — ^where do the souls of the • 
good go at death? he answered, To Heaven. 
He asked him,— -What is the spirit of Heaven? 
he said. Love : and what is the work of Heaven ? 
and he replied, Praise. These were questions 
which he had learned from his catechism, but 
the manner in which he repeated them showed 
that it was not a mere exercise of memory, bqt 
that he had a hope in Christ, and a desire to 
go to Heaven. If examination on his catechism 
had been to him an irksome task when he was 
in health, he would have told his father that he 
could not be troubled with any questions on a 
sipk-bed ; but the facility and the delight witii 
which he answered them showed that it iiad 
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been most graiifying to him to be trained up ii 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Foi 
some time before his death he was in a state o 
stupoTi and in the moments of his awakeniii( 
from it he showed the same mildness and spin 
tudity as before. He made no complaints a 
what he had suffered, and had no terrors as it 
the fiiturey but lay quietly on his bed of suf- 
fering and sunk quietly into his last sleep. 

How rich in instruction is this little narratiTe 
to the young ! Could' the idle, suriy, {H*oud^ 
and widced boy haye met his fate in such 4 
manner, or blessed his sick-chamber with sudj 
a spirit. When such diildren cannot go oat 
for amusement, it is difficult for parents to find 
the means of gratifying them at home. Their 
efforts for this purpose must of necessity be 
h'mited ; and they have to bear, after all that 
they have done, expressions pf dissatisfaction 
in language so profane and insolent, that tbej 
have been obliged (and what a pang must a 
parent's heart feel in being forced to it,) to re- 
press, by the language of displeasure and by the 
threats of punishment, a temper thus fretful and 
wicked. The evil passions of the wicked boy 
are his first and last tormentors ; but the fruits 
of the spirit beautify the vale of death, and 
give to the heart a peace which the world cannot 
bestow. 
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Remember that bad children are as liable to 
death as the good ; that the blast which withers 
tiie flower spares not the weed, and that the 
nettle fkiJih before it as well as the lily. But it 
is true, at this early period as well as afterwards^ 
that the wicked is driven away in his wickedness* 
bat that the righteous hath hope in his death. 
The first tears the parents of the good shed for 
such children fall in their illness, but, ah ! how 
many tears have the father and mother of the 
widked boy shed over them before it. If angels 
watch the scene of early piety in action, they 
will not forsake it in suffering: and Satan is 
BoHcitous to secure his prey, and to hurry it to 
a place where there is neither a way to escape 
nor power to rescue. If some have gone so 
early to paradise, others have gone as early to 
hell. If some in early life indicate by the first 
fruits of the spirit, that they are heirs of Heaven, 
othen, by the temper of Uie wicked one, show 
that they are children of wrath. Pursue, then, 
the course of this child, and let his habits be 
yours. That cannot be impracticable to you 
which he delighted to perform, and that cannot 
make you miserable which made him so happy. 
I call you then to yield yourselves to the love 
and the fear of God. No book, however enter- 
taining, can yield you the comfort which the 
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Bible gtLve to this little boy ; taid if you grie^ve 
the heart or your parents by your waywardness 
and folly, you may be punished when you are 
dying, by their neglect, or their kindness will fill 
you with remorse because you have so poorlj 
observed it. 

It holds out also most important instructions 
to parents. Consider how happy these parents 
were in the attachment and proficiency of their 
son ; and soothing is the hope which they now 
cherish respecting him. They broaght him to 
Christ in baptismal dedication ; they led him to 
the Lord Jesus iti pious tuition ; and they resigned 
him to the Saviour in the hour of his departure, 
in the hope of meeting him in that kingdom o£ 
God of which such children are heirs* This 
blessed hope hath made the house of mourning 
the scene of comfort. And what hope hsth the 
slothful and wicked parent, when children die, 
to be compared with this ? They have no hope 
but what is suggested by nature, founded in 
ignorance, and maintained by presumption. They 
have no pleasing consciousness of having dis* 
charged their duty, and no trace of the image 
of Jesus about departed children on which 
their thoughts can dwell. Their habitaUon ia 
the scene of utter indifference or of violent 
sorrow, which seeks relief, not in the spirit but 

Digitized by Google 



LIFE AND CHABACTER. 149 

in the fonns of religioD. Let parents yet afar 
off from God acquaint themaelTes now with 
hiva, and teach thdr families the knowledge of 
his will with all dil^ence and fidelity. In the 
family, to which this little boy belonged, the 
other children are remarkable for docility. His 
sister, to whom he was next in age, has twice 
repeated to the minister, for her task in< the 
yearly examinations of the quarter where she 
lives, all the texts he has preached on during the 
preceding year, with an accuracy and propriety 
truly beautiful ; and the young in the fiunily, 
who are farther advanced in life, are, in their 
sobriety and pleasing manners, their fiuthful dis- 
charge of their duty, aiftl their respect for all re- 
ligious ordinances, admirable evidences of the 
happy result of early instruction in piety, wisdom, 
and goodness. Let aU parents go and do like- 
wise. As God sometimes punishes the negli- 
gence of parents in the profligacy of children, — 
and how acute is the anguish of such a punish- 
ment ! — so he blesses the pious assiduity of parents 
in their wisdom, and grace, and salvation. And 
there cannot be a greater honour put on the 
culture of parents than when their children are 
found early ripe for Heaven, and they are made 
instruments, in the hand of the Father, in making 
them thus quickly meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 
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METHUSELAH. 



A MAK who lives to extreme old age is tht 
object of general curiosity. The place of his 
retreat is visited by strangers from distant places^ 
eager to mark the state of his bodily and mental 
(acuities ; while those who live near him delight 
to listen to his tales of other times, and to see 
his eye kindle as he recalS the incidents of his 
youth. When such a man dies, every vehicle 
of intelligence announees his loiig continuance 
on (garth as a prodigy, and his grave-stone is 
singled out from all the other memorials of the 
dead as theindicatioiiof the last abode of one who 
for so many revolving years bade defiance to 
the influence of time, but over whom death has 
at length triumphed. On his grave-stone many 
an eye gazes which the films of age shall never 
visit, and his length of days is stated by maiiy 
a tongue which, ere half of his duration on earth 
is completed, shall be silept in the dust 

The sacred histroy gives us an account of a 
man whose life was protracted to a degree which 
leaves far behind it the most wonderful instances 
of longevity in podem times. Many important 
events must have occurred in the course of so | 
long a life, but few of these are recorded. There 
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is a dignified conciseness in the narratives of 
Scripture, and no reader of these has reason to 
complain of frivolous expansion or disgusting 
miniiteness. In the brief account which Moses 
gives of Methuselah there are some important 
circomstances worthy of our attention, and which 
suggest many useful reflections. 

It is an interesting circumstance in the history 
of Methuselah, that he was the son of a man 
eminent for piety. His father Enoch, we are 
told, walked with God. This is a phrase which 
exhibits to us, in a very striking manner, that 
friendship with God, that sense of his presence, 
and that mingling of religious feelings and pur- 
poses with all the events and business of his 
life, which characterized this holy man. It is to 
be lamented that this character is so rare, and 
that *^ without God in the world*' is a description 
that suits the state and conduct of too many ; 
for we should search in vain for any reference to 
the will or the glory of the Most High, in their 
pursuits, schemes) and wishes. It is not said 
that Methuselah walked with God, but as Enoch 
was so pious a man, and lived with him three 
hundred years, he had many opportunities of 
teaching him the fear of God, which he would 
carefully improve, and it is not likely that all 
these were lost. It is not a natural supposition 
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that a wicked man would be singled out from 
the millioDS of human beuigs, to continue longest 
upon earthy e3ctending the mah'gnant influence 
of his principles and example. It may also be 
observed, that God sliows his regard to the 
children of the pious who imitate their example, 
In giving them a long and a prosperous life. 
This was one of the rewards of obedience which 
was often promised undertheformer dispensation ; 
and a course of consistent piety mamtained to 
an advanced period of life, hath an influence in 
forming those who witness it to the love of truth 
and goodness, which it is vain to expect from a 
few acts of virtue, however splendid. We arc 
confident that it cannpt proceed from any mo- 
mentary impulse, but from living and steady i 
principle. 

It is another circumstance worthy of our 
notice in the History of Methuselah, that he 
was the son of a man who never died. Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death. It 
was his privilege to be the first of the descend- 
ants of Adam who went to Heaven in soul and 
body, and that did not pass through the con- 
flicts and the pains of death. And in all the 
generations which have followed, only one has 
been &voured a3 he was. Methuselah was thus 
exempted firom the pangs which wring the feel- 
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hg heart at a &ther*8 decline ; at seeing, the 
body enfeebled by disease, and ghastly and dis- 
figured by the influence of corruption. Amidst 
the consoling impression that the souls of de-* 
parted firiends are happy, it is a painful idea^ 
that the body is a prey of worms, which was 
the instrument of so many important services, 
and whose looks and voice Indicated so much 
affection, and imparted ^so much pleasure. But 
Methuselah could rejoice that the body which 
ministered to his comfort, and the heart that 
throbbed with anxiety for his happiness, were 
in Heaven ; that from his father s lips the song 
of praise was never taken ; and that in his fa- 
ther's body, the principle of life was never dc« 
stroyed. This privilege Enoch could not com- 
nunicate to his son, but as Providence dis- 
tinguished him by exemption from death, it 
made Methuselah famous for length of days. 

Methuselah was unquestionably the oldest 
man that ever appeared on earth. The ac- 
counts which have been given of the longevity 
of others are seldom worthy of credit. Some- 
times such statements rest only on the asser- 
tions of those individuals, who, from decay of 
memory, from vanity, or from interested mo- 
tives, represent themselves as much older than 
they really are. In some cases there are no re« 
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cords to attest the truth of the assertion^ and 
in others they appear in so incorrect a form asj 
to justify those who despise them as an idle &- 
brication.^ But the account of the age of Me* 
thuselah rests on an authority which it is im» 
pious to question. Some, from an unwillingness 
to belicTe the longevity of the patriarchs, and 
a desire to reconcile their rejectbn of the direct 
account of it, with a respect to divine reyela- 
tion, have insinuated that years were not then 
of die same duration as now ; that the course 
of the moon then regulated the lapse oi time, 
and that one of its revolutions might be called 
a year. , But it is well known that, in the most 
ancient periods of the world, time was reckoned 
by the course of the sun as well as of the moon, 
and that they made the year to consist of twelve 
lunar months, or 965 days, in whidi they sup- 
posed the sun moved round the heavens. And 
if the Hebrew word translated year in -Genesis, 
had been used to signify a month, it would not 
have been employed to denote twelve months in 
other places of Scripture without some intima- 
tion of the change. In prophecies it is common 
to put days for years, and such a circumstance 
accords well with their intended obscurity, but, 
in historical details, terms must be understood 
in their plain and literal meaning, or they will 
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be tamed into aUegories, which evmy man will 
explain according to his own fiincy. Such a 
mode of interpretation would strip the histories 
of Scripture of thdr best attributes of simplicity 
and precision. 

Besides, if the years of these patriarchs were 
only months, Methuselah must have been bom 
before JSkioch was six years of age; and this 
conjecture leaves too short a space betwixt the 
creation and the deluge for the various transac- 
tions and changes which took place during that 
period. 

From tliese remarks, it is evident, that we 
must understand the account of the age of Me- 
thuselah, according to the plain meamng of the 
terms; and the wisdom of God was apparent in 
his longevity. Vtom Adam, with whom he lived 
for 200 years, he must have lemned the most 
interesting particulars respecting the creation, 
the fidl of man, apd the promise of redemption, 
and these he would communicate to Noah, by 
whom they were made known to the world af- 
ter the flood. At that time, the methods of 
transmission now ftmiliar were unknown, and 
tradition from father to son was the mode in 
whidi one genen^n declared God's works to 
another, and showed his mighty deeds. Since 
their days were so long, the links in the chain 
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were few, and the notices of fiu^ts 00 Intei^estiog 
were less likely to be corrupted. 

The longevity of Methuselah has been often 
envied, but though he possessed a vigour of 
constitution which preserved him from many of 
the maladies by which life is embittered, sin in 
his own heart, the wickedness that prevailed 
around him, and the various r^rets, fears, and 
chastisements to which these would give rise, 
must have made him long for death, and rejoice 
when he could find the grave. In that early pe- 
riod of the world, life must have moved on in 
a uniformity which would soon cease to charm ; 
and if the experience which the aged with m 
have of the world's emptiness, makes them won- 
der at the folly with which its advantages are 
pursued, such convictions must have been much 
more frequently and fully impressed on the heart 
of Methuselah. 

It ought also to be remembered, that by tliis 
long continuance upon earth, he was detained 
from Heaven, and though, like a good man, he 
would live in submission to the will of God, he 
must often have felt^that sickness of heart which 
arises from hope deferred, and the eager wish 
that he might be allowed to depart in peace. 

It is a circumstance in Methuselah's history 
which awakens many solemn reflections, that 
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his long course of existence wa» terminated at 
last by death. That sun sets which it was sup^ 
posed would never go^kwn, and that stream de- 
cays and dries up which it was thought would 
&>w for ever. To him death came at last, and 
seemed thus to triumph over him : << Didst thou 
imagine that because thy father escaped me, and 
thy days have been so long, that I was afraid to 
approach thee ? I am come to show thee that 
tboa art du6t> and that earth is the scene of im- 
noortality to none." We behold around us old 
men who have followed to the grave those tlnit 
began the world with them, but let us not ima- 
gine tliat they have any security from the last 
enemy ; the dinuiess of their eye says, that soon 
its light shall be utterly extinguished $ the fail- 
ing of their voice, that they shall soon dwell in 
silence ; and the bending of their bodies, that 
they shall soon be levelled with the dust* It is 
a very affecting thought that this phrase, <* he 
died)" closes the history of all that have lived on 
earth ; of the mightiest as well as of the lowest ; 
^f the infant that gave up the ghost when it 
came out of the womb, as well as of the man of 
grey hairs. It is in the grave that every pur- 
suit of man terminates, and by its side are to be 
found the last prints of their f^et. Whatever 
variety there may be in monumental inscriptions, 

o 
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this phrase is wanting b none of them. Death 
empties the cottage and the palace with equal 
fiK^ilkyi and spread its dust over all the beauty 
that has charmed the eye^ and all the pomp 
wUch has excited the envy of the world. How 
vtfious are the victims of this great destroyer. 
It snatches the babe from its cradle aid the mo- 
narch from his throne, and finds its prey In the 
scene of peace as well as in the fidd of war. 
Wherever we go we tread on the nuns of what 
once had a being, and mark the ravages of a 
ecmquercr to whom all must bow. 

It has been remarked by some expositors of 
Scripture, that, in the name Methuselah, his fa- 
ther gave him a constant monitor of the certain- 
ty of death, and of the deluge which was to fol- 
low it. The name stifles << he dies, and there 
is a sending. forth," that is of waters to over- 
whelm the earth. Enoch might be afhiid that 
his translation, and the long life of his son, 
might keep death away from his thoughts^ and 
gave him thb name as a memento of mortality. 
This should be one of the diief lessons of pa- 
rents to their children, that they are bom to 
die. Conceal not from them the death of their 
companions, and do not kf ep them away &om 
their graves vnder the foolish conceit that it 
will make them sad and gloomy; for you mav 
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be assured that forgetfulness of their BMHrtality 
will generate fblly and presumption, and that 
they will not live well who fancy that they shall 
Mye always. And if Methuselah was to remem- 
ber his latter end dumg the coarse of his long 
life, let not us forget it during the few years of 
our pilgrimage. Our Father in Heaven hath giv- 
en us many monitors of our departure. Me* 
mory^ in recalling the fiiends that are gone> telh 
us tliat we must soon follow; the setting sun 
reminds us that the night comes in whidi no 
man can work, and the disease that obstructs the 
fimctions of life intimates that it must soon ex- 
pire. In every opening grave we see that man 
18 dust ; fiom every pulpit we hear the cry, <* All 
flesh is grass ;" and in almost every book we 
open we perceive the result of a labour which is 
now at rest. 

Methuselah was aware, that, after his death, 
the deluge would sweep away a devoted world 
to ruin, and knew that he was taken away from 
the evil to come. We have seen in our day hor- 
nble scenes of dissension and carnage, and ere 
the Messiah shall reign on earth in his glory, the 
i^stems that oppose his kingdom must be sub- 
verted in the destruction of their impious sup- 
porters. We may look for yet greater distress 
of nations, and a more dreadful efiusion of hu« 
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man blood ; but theoe horrors will qulddy pass 
away, and the day*star of truth and peace» free-* 
dom and virtue, shall arise and shine. We have 
reason to conclude that the glory of the latt^' 
daya will commence soon aft^r wearegone, that 
when we are in the land of forgetfulness^ Cbrists 
name will flourish; that when we hate taken 
leave of the Bible, it shall be tead in every lan- 
gaage> and magnified among every people ; and 
that when a few particles of dust shall be all 
that remains of us on earthy the building of 
merc^ shall increase in elevation and extent, to 
receive the great multitude of the redeemed, and 
to prepare th^n for glory* With such a prO" 
spect> though seen afar off, and at the distance 
of several thousand years, the last hour of Da- 
vid was cheered, and with thb expression of his 
wish, ^< Let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory/' the prayers of the son of Jesse were 
ended, and shall we, to whom Messiah's triumphs 
are more fully unfolded, and who see the com- 
ing of the Lord drawing nigh, be careless incur 
preparations, and cold in our wishes. 

It is a reflection which must occur to the 
reader of this sketch, when contemplating the 
longevity of Methuselah, that this duration was 
as nothing when compared to eternity. The 
proportion which a grain of dust bears to a 
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mountain, or a drop of water to the ocean is 
small ; yet the ocean is but a collection of such 
clrops, and the mountain an assemblage of such 
particles; but what proportion is there betwixt 
a thousand years and that which never ends. 
Alas ! the most of us are unmindful of this eter« 
nity. We are anxious about the manner in 
which life shall be spent, whether we shall move 
through the world in estimation or neglect, in 
affluence or poverty ; but we seldom think, whe- 
ther we shall live for ever in the joys of Heaven, 
or in the torments of the damned. The world 
hath no gain, and sin hath no pleasure to offer, 
which will influence him who looks on the ris- 
ing smoke of everlasting burnings. One mo- 
ment in that furnace hath more agony 4n it than 
the longest life in sin hath enjoyment. And re- 
ligion cannot be said to demand too much fix>m 
those to whom she promises pleasures evermore. 
Compared with the concerns of eternity, the 
cares of the world, and the most splendid pro- 
jects of fleshly wisdom appear quite insignificant. 
Thus they are felt by the most ardent votaries 
of avarice and ambition in that hour when they 
look back on the world which they are quitting, 
and forward into the eternity on which they are 
about to enter. 
Let us remember that every year brings us 
o2 
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nearer and nearer to the close of time, and that 
when we step into our graves we pass into eter- 
nity. Life is a stream rushing into that oeean ; 
its motion is rapid of itself, and it is often quick- 
ened by violent gusts ; we hear as we advance 
the surge breaking on the shore, and yet we act 
as if we should never reaeh it. ** Oh that we 
were wise, that we understood this, that we 
would consider our latter end.'' 

It would be improper to close this sketch 
without urging its readers to reflect how short 
life now is in comparison of what it was in the 
first age of the world. It is needless to state 
the theories by which men have endeavoured to 
account for this shortening of man's days^ for it 
is wisest and best for us to resolve this into His 
appointment in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being. And his wisdom, and his good- 
ness, are apparent in the change. The longe- 
vity of the patriarclis was necessary, that tradi- 
dion might communicate directly the origin of 
evil and the hope of mercy, but by writing in 
after ages, and by printing in modern times, 
race unto race are shewn Gods wonders of old. 
Their longevity was necessary to replenish the 
newly-formed world; but had such a duration of 
life been continued, the earth would long ago 
liave been over-peopled; and the most horrible 
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bloodshed and misery would have cursed eur 
race* Besides, if the idea of living to seventy 
or ^ghty years, emboldens the young to pursue 
with such determination the indulgence of their 
appetites, the postponing our future account to 
ten times that duration, would render viee most 
audacious in its worst excesses. I may add, 
that the long continuance of those on earth, who 
by their power, and their crimes, are the scour- 
ges of the human race, would be a dreadful in- 
crease to the sorrows of this vale of tears. In 
the ages before the flood the means of life were 
easily procured, but the prolongation of hfe to 
their term of existence, would, in the present 
state of the earth and of society, subject the 
righteous to hardships, toils, and miseries under 
which their patience would sink, their virtue 
would fail, and their hope perish. 

Let none then complain of an abridgment of 
life thus marked with mercy, mercy even to the 
impenitent ; since in proportion to his continu- 
ance in sin will be the degree of his misery in 
the place of torment for ever; and peculiar 
mercy to the good in calling them early away 
to the joys of Heaven. Fretfulness may shorten 
life, but it can never extend it, and it will ag-* 
gravate the miseries of our few and evil days* 
Let u9 begin this instant preparation for etev^ 
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nity, for while threescore years and ten sum up 
the life of man^ few arriTe at that period. Few 
old men are to be seen in any assembly ; a small 
corner^ the churchyard would be sufficient for 
the grares of those who have come to hoar 
hairs, and almost the whole of it is devoted to 
ui^cy, youth, and manhood. Many an infant> 
after its first smile, or its first cry, goes hence, 
and is no more ; the strength of manhood is 
crushed before the moth, and the gaiety of youth, 
like the hectic bloom of consumption, blossoms 
near the grave. Let us not waste in folly the 
time which duty demands, nor cast away on sin 
the heart which Jesus claims. Let every day 
be marked by those services of devotion, those 
acts of self-denial, those labours of love, tbose 
offices of sympathy, and those efforts of patience 
and zeal, which will bear testimony that we 
have lived no day in vain. Let us weep over 
our lost years, and begin this day a more serious 
improvement of time than ever. And let not the 
good despond under afflictions which will soon 
be terminated. The last tears of some are now 
dropping, and that bed is preparing for you 
where the weary are at rest. Let us run with 
patience the race set before us, looking unto 
Jesus, and let us pray that whatever God 
may withhold fit>m us in a present worldi he 

Digitized by Google 



IIFE AND CHARACTER. 16S 

ihay command on us the blessing out of Zion, 
life that shall never end* 
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NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 

History should be the monitor of virtue. It^ 
delineations of the characters of wicked men 
should be executed in such a manner as to ex- 
cite the strongest abhorrence of iniquitjr^ and to 
warn us f^ainsf the methods by which tempta- 
tion has overpowered the heart. Sacred history 
possesses this requisite in all its extent. It nar- 
Rktes the crimes of the wicked without the least 
colouring, either of partiality or prejudice^ and, 
by pointing out their motives and their issue, it 
teaches us the necessity of controlling our pas^ 
sions, and steels the heart against ^11 the allure- 
ments of sin^ by the impressions which it pro-^ 
duces of its horrible result. 

The life of Ahab is in all its parts rich in 
moral instruction, and the sacred writers have 
recorded the transactions of it with peculiar mi- 
nuteness ; and though it must have been painful 
to them to have set forth such a series of crimes^ 

Digitized by Google 



166 SKETCHES OF 

yet the narration of them is admirably adapted 
to strengthen the love of righteousness. In this 
sketch I shall only direct the attention of the 
reader to his conduct to Naboth, and illustrate 
a few of the moral lessons which it suggests. 

The story of Naboth's vinejrard shows us the 
power of covetousness. One would imagine 
that Ahab had possessions ah-eady sufficient to 
gratify the utmost wishes of his heart. He was 
king oTer Israel and Samaria ; the country over 
which be ruled was a land of wheat and barley, 
of vines and fig-trees, of oil and lumey ; and he 
had parks and gardens of his own, far superior 
in firuitfulness and beauty to the vineyard of 
Naboth, yet he casts on it a wishful ^e. He 
had many portions of ground as well adapted as 
the vineyard of Naboth for a garden of herbs ; 
but to him it appeared so convenicnat and so ad- 
vantageous for this purpose, that he was deter- 
mined to have it, and no other spot could please 
him. 

It is most absurd to suppose that covetous- 
ness is to be found only among the poor, and 
to represent them only as looking with envy on 
the fields and the palaces of the rich ; for it 
rages among men of high degree, and sometimes 
influences them, not only to try every method 
in their power to supplant their superiors, but 
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to put foidi their hands to seize the ccmiforts 
and the possessions of their in/eriors. That 
tbej have more than enough aheady, and that 
what is coveted is the all of a poor neighbour^ 
is not a consideration sufficiently powerful to 
rqnress the deures of the covetous heart. But 
in every situation of life we may trace its opera- 
tions. There are merchants and artificers who 
cannot be satisfied with their own extensive 
busines0» but labour to engross that of their 
neighbours ; and the few acres of the cottager 
must be added to swell farms already too large 
for the capital and labours of their possessor. 
Covetousness throws a cloud over a man's own 
advantages, and gilds with sunshine those of 
others which he wishes to have. In its estima- 
tiouy the mansion he sighs for is a palace, and 
the field a paradise. This propensity exists in 
all its vigour, in old age, when others have pass- 
ed away. None cleave to the world with more 
firmness than those who are soon to leave it ; 
and while some passions are sated by gratifica- 
tbn, the more avarice is indulged, the more 
urgent are its demands. 

What disquietude of mind follows the indul- 
gence of covetous desire ! Naboth could not 
think of parting with his vineyard ; and it was 
not firdm a wish to mortify Ahab> or to gratify 
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his own pride, by showing that a man in humble 
life could refuse the request of a king, but b^^ 
cause the law of God prohibited the alienation 
of lands from the tribes and families to which 
they were allotted. Instead of resting satisfied 
with a refusal so reasonable, Ahab went to his 
house heavy and sore displeased, and laid hina- 
self down on his bed, and turned away his face 
and would eat no bread. One that saw Ahab 
in this condition, and knew not its cause» would 
have supposed that some great calamity had 
be&llen him ; but when we think of the reason 
of his grief, instead of any feeling of pity, our 
disgust is excited at his diildiah waywardness 
and folly. 

Covetousness is a tormenting passion. While 
some passions elevate the ^irits, and spread a 
glow over the countenance, the meagre form, 
and the suspicious eye of the miser, show that 
his heart is miserable by anxiety and terror. 
Every sound that he hears by mght he considers 
as the approach of the robber, and often does 
he start from his short slumber to satisfy him* 
self, by inspection, that his treasure is safe. The 
pittance he takes from his stores, to satisfy the 
necessities of nature, is a bitter sacrifice to him ; 
the superior success of a neighbour fills him 
with repining ; and to part in death with the 
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wealth that was his b\], almost drives bim to 
distraction. It is most certain that he who !o- 
veth silver shall not be satisfied with silver, nor 
he that loveth abundance, with increase, and 
that the anxieties and cares which attend the 
possession and the disposal of wealth, have given 
as much uneasiness as ever was produced by 
the solicitude felt in straitened circumstances. 

This story exhibits the arts of those who in- 
stigate others to sin, and who aid them in the 
commission of it. Had it not been for the 
counsels of Jezabel, perhaps the guilt of Na- 
both's blood wo\ild never have rested on the 
head of her husband. She wrote letters in 
Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, 
directing the elders and nobles of the city how 
to get rid of Naboth. She would think this a 
most ingenious and plausible scheme for grati- 
fying the wishes of her husband, but by it she 
brought destruction on herself and on him. It 
was by the instigation of £ve that the first sin 
was committed. " When the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and a tree to be de- 
sired to make one wise, she took of the fruit of 
it and did eat, and gave it to her husband, and 
he did eat." — How horrible was the scheme 
which the crafty Abitophel suggested to Absa- 
iom, to strengthen his party in rebellion? and 
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bow many are there in every age who eix^loj 
their ingenuity and their influence, in forming 
and executing plans by which their confederates 
may accomplish their nefarious purposes ? They 
will combat their conscientious scruples, ridicule 
their fears of bad consequences, and show them 
methods by which obstacles may be surmount- 
ed which had not occurred to them, and over- 
come the reluctance which they may feel to 
employ those, by the most artful addresses to 
their favourite views and passions. Let us be 
grateful to all who restrain us from sin. — 
<< Blessed be the Lord God of Israel," said Da- 
vid to Abigail, " which sent thee this day, and 
blessed be thou, and blessed be thy advice which 
has kept me this day from sheddixig blood, and 
from avenging myself with mine own hand." 

To what horrid crimes may covetousness 
lead. We see it giving rise to the murder of 
Naboth, and often does it lead to theft. There 
have been some whom the miseries of a starving 
family have driven forth to steal ; and over their 
fate justice drops a tear, while she pronounces 
their doom; but it is certain that, in many 
* cases, property is pilfered from a covetous dis- 
position. It often leads to fraud in the trans- 
acting of business ; and when its schemes could 
not be accomplished;, but by the death of those 
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^f^ho were the only obstacles to the gratification 
o£ its wishes^ it has not shrunk from the shed- 
ding of blood. It was this that prompted Judas 
to betray a Master, whose life had been marked, 
not only with the brightest excellence, but with 
uniform kindness to him. When this principle 
takes possession of the heart of rulers, and 
prompts them to seize the property, or the 
territories of other nations, they will sacrifice 
thousands of their subjects to attain their object. 
This principle leads to many evils in domes- 
tic life. It prompts men to exact from their 
dependants such excessive labour as is beyond 
their strength, and to deny to theur families 
what is requisite to their comfort and station. 
Often, too, it induces men to withhold from the 
institutions of religion that support which the 
law of God requires, and to shut up their bowels 
of compassion against their indigent neighbours. 
Were all the wealthy of their spirit, the needy 
might starve, and every pious institution perish. 
This story shows us that the most atrocious 
crimes may be committed under pretence 
of religion. Naboth is condemned as a blas- 
phemer of God, and put to a cruel death. It 
was on a similar pretence that our Lord was 
condemned and crucified. '^ The high priest 
said to Him, I adjure thee by the livmg God 
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that thou tell us whether thou art the Christ 
the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou 
hast said : nevertheless I say unto you, hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven* Then the high priest rent his clothes, 
saying. He hath spoken blasphemy, what far- 
ther need have we of witnesses ? behold now ye 
have heard his blasphemy, what think ye? 
They answered and said, He is guilty of death/' 
Zeal for truth and piety hath been in all ages 
the pretext of the persecutor. It has been 
avowed in the most solemn language, that it was 
for the glory of God, and for the defence of his 
cause, that the towers of the inquisition have 
been built, and its dungeons filled with prisoners 
of all. conditions ; and whil^ the tormentors have 
been fastening them to the stake,^r mangling 
their bodies by instruments of torture, the boast 
of zeal, and the song of praise have been raised 
to Heaven by their judges, mingled with the 
groans and cries of their victims. How oflen 
are calumny and slander practised under the 
disguise of abhorrence of sin, and regard for ho- 
liness ! and how often have the simple and the 
friendless been betrayed, and plundered by per- 
sons who had gained their confidence by the ap- 
pearance of superior piety ! Such was the oon- 
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. duct of the Pharisees, who, in order to cover 
those cruel extortions by which they devoured 
the houses of widows and orphans, made long 
prayers. Let none be offended at religion on 
this account, and let not her white robe be laid 
aside because some have worn it as a cloke of 
malidoasness* As well might we be disgusted 
with patriotism, because the demagogue makes 
this a pretext for his turbulence ; or with law 
and justice, because their forms have been some- 
times abused for the purposes of oppression, as 
be offended at religion on account of the crimes 
which have been committed under the form of 
godliness. 

How poor is the satisfaction which wicked 
men have in the fruit of their villainy. What 
pleasure could the vineyard of Naboth yield, 
when Elijah delivered to Ahab that message 
from God which announced his dreadful but 
righteous doom ? His conscience was awaken- 
ed, and his soul was filled with terror. That 
vineyard, which had appeared to hin^ so de- 
lightful, was now hideous in his eyes as a habi- 
tation of dragons. Every plant in it seemed to 
upbraid him for his a^ime, and to threaten him 
with the coming vengeance. What pleasure 
could Achan have in the goodly Babylonish gar- 
menty in the two hundred pieces of silver, and 
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in the wedge of gold which he coveted and took 
and hid in the earth in the midst of his tent, 
when his wickedness was detected, and when he 
and his family were doomed to be stoned with 
stones till they died? What pleasure had Ju- 
das in his thirty pieces of silver, when he saw 
that his Master was condemned? He threw 
them down in the temple, as he would have cast 
away a viper that was writhing round bis hand, 
and went and hanged himself. It has oflen 
been seen that the man who has obtained a 
splendid fortune by fraud and oppression, has 
had it embittered to him by the reproaches of 
his own conscience, and would gladly have ex* 
changed conditions with the meanest of hi& de- 
pendents, if by so doing he could have recover- 
ed the peace of innocence. It is not merely 
amidst the shame and the pain arising from the 
execution of human laws that such pang» of re- 
morse and terror are felt, but persons who have 
acted in such a manner as to subj/ect themselves 
to no punishment from men, or whose artifices 
have been so skilfully managed as to elude all 
suspicion^ have been rendered miserable by the 
reflections of their own minds^ and have felt 
that there was no accuser like a guilty con- 
science. The man who has raised himself to 
a throne by treachery aiid murder, has found 
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^\x}B palace k scene of horror. The victims of 

Ikld jealousy and rage sit down with him oi^ 

tixe thr<Hie, lie down with him on the bed of 

stdte, follow him into his gardens^ and walk 

1>7 Jus side in the most splendid processions^ 

1:4> curse^ and to torment him« '< The love of 

mone^ is the root of all evil, which, while 

some have coveted after, they have erred from 

the faith, and have pierced themselves through 

'with many sorrows," " Better is a little with 

the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and 

trouble therewith." 

How awful are the judgments of God ! 
Though, jn consequence of Ahab's Inimilia- 
tion, the judgment denounced by Elijah was 
delayed for a season, it was executed at last. ' . 
The sky became clear, but in a little the 
clouds returned, and a horrible tempest burst 
on his devoted head. He received a mortal 
wound in battle with the Syrians, and the 
blood ran out from the wound into the midst 
of tlie chariot, and the dogs licked his blood ; 
and Jezabel, his wife, was thrown down from 
the window of her palace, and her flesh was 
eaten by dogs, so tliat when tliey went to bury 
her, they found no more of her than the skull, 
and the feet, and the palms of her hands. 
Many other instances are recorded in Scrip- 
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ture, and in authentic histories^ of the judg- 
mentd which have fallen cm the workers of in- 
iquity. '' The righteous have rejoiced when 
they saw the vengeance, and men have said. 
Verily there is a reward for the righteMis, 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth." 
It is a striking fact, that almost none of the 
actors in those scenes of blood which diarac- 
terized the stormy periods of the French Re- 
volution, died a natural death. They almost 
all perished on the same scaffold on which they 
sacrificed their opponents, abhorred and exe- 
crated as they had been. It is most deserving 
of our remembrance, that in a country, and at 
a season when atheism had been most daringly 
avowed, so many evidences should have been 
given of the righteous judgment of God. 
The very men who endeavoured to persuade 
the world, that the moral government of God, 
and a future state of rewards and punishments, 
were only the fancies of superstition, whose 
violence covered them as a garment, and who 
set their mouth against the Heavens, fiimished 
in their end the most awful intimation, that j 
** when the workers of iniquity flourish, it is I 
ihat they shall be destroyed for ever." Never j 
should we forget such solemn warnings against \{ 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor how the in« \ 
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Fulted majesty of religion was avenged in their 

It is seldom that one who has been guilty of 
a flagrant breach of the laws of God or man^ es- 
C£ipes in this life with total impunity; and if 
tttey should, there is a day coming when God 
will render indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish to every soul of man that doth evil. 
** They that will be rich fall into temptation,. 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lustSy which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition.'* It ought also to be stated, that though 
the desire to amass wealth may not lead men to 
any positive violation of hunaan laws, yet, when 
it reigns in the heart, it is incompatible with the 
love of God, and that covetousness is idolatry, 
and shall be punished hereafter as such ; and 
<< what is a man profited, though he should gain 
the whole world, if he lose his own soul ? and 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?*' 
These are some of the lessons which we are 
taught by the story of Naboth s vineyard, and 
if they have their proper influence on us, our. 
conversation will be without covetousness, and 
we will be content with such things as we have. 
Happy is the man who shall be able to say at 
the close of life, in the language of Paul in his 
parting address to the elders of the church a^ 
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Ephesusi ^< I have coveted no man's silver or 
gold or apparel/'-— no man's place or posses- 
aons. ** He that hateth covetousness shall 
prolong his days ; and godliness with content- 
ment is great gain." It was one of our Lord's 
injunctions, and it shews his knowledge of our 
danger, and his regard to the justice and cha* 
rity, the peace and the happiness of his follow- 
ers, *^ TaJce heed, and beware of covetousness." 
1 conclude these remarks, by setting before 
my readers a beautiful contrast to the conduct 
of Ahab, from the histoiy of the Moorish kings 
of Spain. One of these kings wished to build a 
pavilion on a field near his garden, and offisred 
to purchase it of the woman to whom it belong- 
ed, but she could not consent to part with the 
inheritance of her fathers. The field was seized, 
and the building was erected. The poor wo- 
man complained to a cadi, who promised to do 
all that was in his power to serve her. One 
day, while the king was in the field, the cadi 
came with an empty sack, and asked permission 
to fill it with the earth on which he was tread- 
ing. He obtamed leave, and when the sack 
was filled, he requested the king to complete his 
kindness by assisting him to load his ass with it j 
The monarch laughed, and tried to lift it, but 
soon let it fidl, complaining of its enormous 
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weight* ** It iBf however," said the cadi, ** only 
a small part of the ground which thou hast 
wrested from one of thy subjects; how then 
wilt thou bear the weight of the whole field 
when thou shalt appear before the Great Judge, 
laden with this iniquity?" The king thanked 
him for his reproof, and not only restored the 
field to its owner, but gave her the building 
which he had erected, and all the wealth which 
it contained. 
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JONAH'S GOURD. 

The folly and malignity of irritated pride were 
never more apparent than in the behaviour of 
Jonah. He had denounced the judgments of 
God in a very solemn manner against Nineveh. 
Its inhabitants, struck by the terrors of the Lord, 
fasted and prayed, and turned from their evil 
ways ; and God, full of compassion, forgave their 
iniquity, and did not destroy them. There is 
joy in Heaven among the angels of God over 
one sinner that repents, but the penitence and 
safety of the thousands of Nineveh filled Jonah 
with wrath. He imagined that he would now 
be ridiculed and despised as a false prophet, and 
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that this would be his only rewafd for the fulfil- 
ment of a mission in which he had most reluc- 
tantly engaged. He thought that Nineveh should 
have found no place for repentance, and that hh 
veracity should have been sealed in the ashes of 
that city> and in the blood of its children* So 
strong was his displeasure, and so completely 
bad it darkened his mind, that he imputes to the 
Almighty as a &ult, that mercy which is the 
glory of his character and administration ; and 
so much was he disgusted with the world, that 
he wishes death to take him immediately from 
a scene where he could expect nothing bu( 
scorn. To language so insolent and foolish, the 
long suffering of God made no reply but this, 
* Dost thou well to be angry ?" It is [Ht>bable 
thatj from this reply, Jonah conceived that God 
had only delayed the execution of bis threaten- 
ing, and that the behaviour of the Ninevites in 
turning again to folly, would soon provoke him 
to cast them down to destruction ; for he went 
out of the city, and made a booth, and sat under 
it, till he might see what would become of the 
city. There the Lord caused a wild plimt to 
spring up with long and broad leaves, to shadow 
him from the heat, and to wither while he was 
rejoicing in it, that, from its destruction, he might 
convince him of the unreasonableness of his 
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anger, and of the impiety and cruelty of the 
spirit that now raged within him. 

XHis passage of Scripture suggests matty use- 
ful lessons to us ; and may the Spirit of wisdom 
and grace incline us to receive, and enable us 
to improve the counsels of his word ! 

Xhis passage shows that Providence favours 
men with various advantages and comforts 
amidst the evils of our present condition. It 
is most unwise to conceal from those who are 
entering on the world the evils with which we 
must struggle in our passi^ through life. 
W^hatever may be their r^nk, afflictions, in a 
variety of forms, will assail them, and, if they 
have not been prepared to expect these, or have 
not acquired those habits which are necessary 
to their enduring them, they will either sink in 
despondence, or have recourse to sinful methods 
of relief. That man is bom to trouble, is not 
the exaggerated statement of impatience, or 
morbid melancholy, but the dictate of experi- 
ence ; at the same time, we must not exhibit 
life to our own minds, or to others, in colours 
too dark ; for our benignant Creator, who knows 
that afflictions are necessary for man, bestows 
various benefits to support the heart in sufiering, 
to lighten their severity, and to encourage our 
efforts to profit by their lessons. In the variety 
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of these alleviations of sorrow, he shows his per* 
feet knowledge of what is in man. He places 
some amidst amiably and useful connexions, 
and attaches friends to them whose counsels 
and sjmfipathy are of the greatest use to them 
in their perplexities and sorrows. He leads 
others to seek their solace, and their happiness, 
in the improvement of their mental faculties. 
Others have, in their calamities, all the mitiga- 
tions which wealth can procure ; and, to every 
child of sorrow, he offers, in the Gospel, ever- 
lasting consolation and good hope through grace. 
He gives to those in middle life relief from sor- 
row, in the active duties of business ; to the old, 
the pleasing remembrance of brighter seasons, 
amid the gloom of their decline, and the anima- 
ting prospect of a speedy termination to their 
days of darkness; and to the young, that vigour 
which is not easily crushed, that tendency to 
look to the bright side of things, and that hope 
that their "adversities will soon pass away, which 
renders their sorrows easy: the tears of the 
young are soon dried up, and while they fall, 
the heart is made better. The land where we 
dwell is a weary land, but there is not one head 
which Providence leaves bare to the scorching 
sun. Some may sit under a broader shadow 
than others, but all have their gourd, and it is 
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prepared by Him " who is good to all, and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works/' 
I love not to hear statements of the evils of life, 
in which the alleviating influences of Providence 
are unnoticed. While we think of the toils of 
poverty, let us consider that God can make the 
gourd to spring up in the dry and parched land ; 
and while we hear of the splendid misery of 
greatness, let us recollect the opportunities of 
enjoyment, and usefulness, so liberally furnished 
to those that are rich in this world, and which 
some of them at least are careful to improve ; 
** The earth, O Lord, is foil of thy mercy, teach 
me thy statutes." , 

In these advantages and comforts, we are 
ready to take an excessive delight. Jonah was 
exceeding glad of the gourd. There are some 
men whose feelings are so strong, and so easily 
roused, that a trivial circumstance will kindle 
them into rage, or swell their hearts with plea- 
sure. The young are generally thus violent in 
their passions, for they have not yet learned 
how empty those objects are which promise 
then(i so much, and with what different feelings 
they will survey them afterwards. The indiffe- 
rence of others to their pleasures they consider 
as the dictate of a gloomy mind, or of a cold 
heart. It is the proper characteristic of their 
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age to be fully alive to all that is gay and plea- 
sing. In the more advanced periods of life this 
is still apparent. Often have parents said, as 
they saw the olive plants springing up round 
their table, '< These children shall comfort us 
concerning our work, and the labour of our 
hands, because of the ground which the Lord 

, hath cursed.'' The beauties of their childhood, 
the opening talents of their youth, and their 
successful efforts in the business of life, are 
marked by them with exultation. The man of 
letters sits under the shade of the tree of know- 
ledge, and its fruits are sweet to his ta9te. The 
rich man says to the gold, <^ Thou art my hq)e, 
and to the fine gold ithou art my confidence," 
while the applause that arises from success, and 
the Battery that is lavished on the efforts of the 
vain, lead them to that extravagant estimation 
of themselves which makes them blind to the 
just claims of otherSf and induces them to engage 
in enterprises for which their powers are utterly 
inadequate. 

It is no doubt lawful for men to feel some 
satisfaction in the advantages of their lot* To 
be insensible to their value,. would indicate that 
our hearts are stupid. and ungrateful ; but we are 
in danger of delighting in them too much, of 
forgetting their uncertain nature, of expecting 
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from them more than they can ever yield us, 
and of n^Iecting, or pursuing coldly, those joys 
of religion which are the commencement of the 
happiness of heavien in the heart. Rejoice, O 
man, in thy gourd, but rejoice with trembling! 
How quickly may the advantages of our lot 
be blasted. The next morning the gourd of 
Jonah withers, and its branches are naked. And 
thus passes away the glory of the world. The 
fairest prospects of youth have been, in many 
instances, suddenly destroyed. Disease hath 
interrupted the eager pursuit of wealth or know- 
ledge ; a successful rival occupies the place to 
which they had long and fondly aspired ; those 
that used to patronise their efforts areunable to 
continue their aid, or transfer it to others ; and 
death hath often in early life closed a course 
which promised signally to adorn and to bless 
society. If we .look to the other periods of life, 
we see that their advantages are as perishable. 
The fiiends from whom we thought nothing 
but death could part us, have become, not only 
cold, but hostile ; and the parent who but yes- 
terday rejoiced in the caresses and accomplish- 
ments of his child, now '' refuses to be comfort- 
ed, because it is not.*' The aged can tell us of 
the families they have known wealthy and re- 
spected; who have become poor and forgotten ; 
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that the widows of march^ts once opulent, 
have received support from public charity ; that 
children bom to a fortune, have begged their 
bread ; and that men of note in their generatioD^ 
have returned to the dust without a stone to 
show where they lie. Envy, too successful in 
its efforts to depreciate merit, hath made those 
to be undaralued who were entitled to a high 
d^ee of estimation ; and the' brightest- genius 
has been confounded and bewildered in insanity 
at the very moment when its ardour was keenest, 
and its hopes most elevated. 

Let us not imagine that, these are calamities 
which rarely occur, and that it is the singularity 
of them which causes them to be carefully maric- 
ed and remembered. The world presents many 
such sad scenes ; but they know them not whose 
eye fixes only on its vain show, and whose ears 
are open only to its melody of joy. 

This bitting of earthly comforts may be ef- 
fected by the slightest means. Did God cause 
a hurricane to blow to tear up the gourd of Jo- 
nah ? or did he send'some man of might to hew 
it down? Its destruction was effected by a 
worm. The bush that Moses saw burning with 
fire was not consumed. Protected by the Al* 
xnigbty, the most destructive of all dements 
could not injure it in the slightest degree ; not 
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a twig 18 blackened, and not a leaf is shrivelled. 
Here a worm assails the gourd of Jonah, and 
in a short time it is as effectually stripped of its 
beauty and glory as if the whirlwmd had made 
it bare. 

To blast the glory of Herod, it was not ne- 
Gessary that a Roman army should punish his 
haughty impiety^ or that some national calamity 
should rebuke the madness of the people, — ^he 
is eaten up of worms, and gives up the ghost. 
A spark of fire has produced the conflagration 
which has laid the rich man's store-houses in 
ashes ; one rash deed of confidence in the integ- 
rity or fair promises of another, hath led to the 
utter ruin of the unsuspicious surety ; and ona 
' falsd step hath been followed by the loss of in- 
fluence which it was once thought impossible to 
shake. One act of imprudence hath sullied the 
fairest name; and one thoughtless expression 
hath separated chief friends. The applause of 
a rival hath sunk into the heart of the eager 
candidate for fame ; cold penury hath damped 
many a genius formed for the brightest lines of 
science ; and disappointments, which would have 
had no unhappy influence on the vigorous and 
well-regulated mind, have subverted the reason, 
or ruined the peace of the soft and the feeble. 
Youth Cometh forth like the flower of the field. 
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but the wind passeth over it and it is gone, and 
the place thereof shall know it no more. 

Those unlooked-for vicissitudes are appointed 
of God to humble the pride of man, to show us 
how entirely we depend on him for life and all 
that renders it agreeable, and to lead us diligent- 
ly to improve our advantages while we have 
them, and to resign them without a murmur, at 
whatever time, and in whatever manner, the 
Lord of all shall call them away. 

In the destruction of these advantages, the 
agency of God should be marked by us. The 
destroying angel, and the destroying worm, re- 
ceive their power from him, and then: commis- 
sion on what objects to exercise it Whatever 
be the instrument that lays our comforts low, 
let us remember that it is an instrument in his 
hands whose kingdom ruleth over all. 

When our comforts are blasted by natural 
causes, we are more ready to admit the idea of 
the agency of Heaven than when this is done by 
the malice and the treachery of men ; but, when 
God judges it fit, he can accomplish his purpose 
by leaving his enemies to act from the impulse 
of selfish and malignant passionil, and he makes 
the wrath of man to praise him. Whatever be 
the motives from which men act, they can have 
no power against us except it be given them 
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from above. It is in this way pious men con- 
sider the matter, and they find it has the most 
powerful influence in checking those resentful 
feelings which the heart is so prone to indulge, 
and which give rise to so much uneasiness, and 
to so many crimes. 

The death of his child, for whose recovery he 
was so anxious ; the curses of Shimei, which 
sunk into his heart ; the rebellion of Absalom, 
which 80, violently shook his throne, appeared 
to David as the chastisements of God for his 
iniquity, and were borne by him without a mur- 
mur. Job made no distinction in speaking of 
the calamities that befel him, of the blast from 
the wilderness that threw down the house on his 
chQdren, the fire of heaven that consumed his 
sheep, and the rapacity of the Chaldeans and 
the Sabeans in taking away his oxen, his camels, 
and his assps> as if he considered the agency of 
God as exhibited only in some of them ; but 
says, with reference to all these events, " The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away^ and 
blessed be the name of the Lord.*' 

This is a thought which is well adapted to 
lead us to meek submission, << what God planted 
he hath a right to destroy." In bestowing on 
us these advantages, he gave us what we could 
not claim, and relinquished not his right to di- 
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mioish, or to recal them at pleasure. Shall we 
then charge God foolishly, and ascribe injustice 
and oppression to him in his dispensations to* 
ward us? We ought to say, and we will say, 
" I know; O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me/' 

When men withdraw the advantages which 
they have bestowed, it is from a change of affec- 
tion, and with a view to the hurt of those whose 
welfare they once seemed eager to promote. 
The gourd which human affection kept night 
and day, and watered every moment, has, in a 
fit of caprice, been plucked up by the hand that 
planted it, or left to wither for lack of moisture ; 
but " God's ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts." All his works are 
truth, and his ways judgment; and he never 
deprives us of any advantage which our true 
welfare requires that we should retain, and the 
loss of which he cannot compensate with what 
is infinitely better. 

I may add, that we are taught by this narra- 
tive that God deprives us of earthly comforts to 
convinpe us of the folly and guilt of our selfish 
prejudices and passions. This is evident firom 
his expostulation with Jonah. Is the destruc^ 
tion of this plant to be deplored, and that of so 
many thousands of immortal beings to be de« 
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manded ? If thou takest so much interest in 
this gourd, for which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow, wouldst thou have the 
¥'ather of mercies to forsake the works of his 
own hands ? Did the shelter the gourd afford- 
ed thee> make thee anxious for its preservation, 
and wouldest thou have me destroy such a crowd 
of people, whose penitence glorifies my grace, 
and such a multitude of babes and sucklings, 
from whose mouth I can perfect praise ? 

When prosperity is rendering men insolent 
and giddy, and praise is filling them with vain 
glory, it is wise and good in the Father of all to 
send poverty and reproach to make them hum- 
ble and serious. When friends ^d relations 
engross too much of our thoughts, and cares, 
and afiections; when the friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother is overlooked, and we are 
become cold in his service, -it is wise and good 
in Jehovah to make the root of this gourd rot- 
tenness, and its blossom to go up as dust. When 
knowledge puffs up ; when it leads men to in- 
dulge a cavilling and a disputatious spirit, and 
to disregard the culture of virtuous affections 
in the heart, as a matter of no moment in com- 
parison of intellectual superiority, it is wise and 
good in Jehovah to make them feel ^^ that in 
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much wisdom is much grief, and that he thac 
increaseth knowledge, increaseth sorrow." 

Princes have lost the children who were the 
hope of their thrones, that they might feel for 
those whose houses their ambition had filled 
with mourning ; and many have been tried by 
the profligacy of relations, to teach them to 
judge less hastily of those who are sighing over 
the follies of a prodigal child. Young men are 
made to bear the yoke in their youth, that they 
may be preserved from the ruin to which the 
impetuosity of their passions would hurry them, 
and that they may learn that caution and humi- 
lity, that steadiness and patience, without which 
they can never excel. 

These ends in our afflicticms are worthy of 
Jehovah's character, as the righteous Lord that 
loveth righteousness. He destroys our advan- 
tages, not from a malignant dislike to our hap- 
pmess, for God is love, but '* for our profit, and 
to make us partakers of his holiness." 

Such are some of the lessons suggested by 
Jonah's gourd ; and I must intreat my readers 
to beware of considering them as either unne» 
cessary, or as inapplicable to their circumstances. 
It is easy to find an apology for disregarding the 
counsel which we dislike. I am aware that 
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some of my readers will think that their objects 
of confidence and joy are more worthy of a ra- 
tional being than that of Jonah ; but remember 
that every object which engrosses that homage 
which is due to the Supreme Being, is, in his 
estimation, a detested idol, which he will as- 
suredly overthrow. Its trunk may be strong, its 
branches^ decked with the finest blossoms, and 
the birds may sing among them most sweetly, 
but it has no protection firom the worm, and no 
security for continuance. ^' I heard a voice 
cry. All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness of 
man as the flower of tfie grass ; the grass wither- 
eth, and the flower thereof falleth away." 

There are probably some readers also who 
are firetting in their hearts against the Lord, 
because he hath bereaved them of that which 
th^ deemed essential to their happiness. ^< Call 
me Mara," do they say, ^< for the Lord hath 
dealt very bitterly with me: 1 went out full, 
and the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty." If you thus faint in the day of adver- 
sity, your strength is but small. Jehovah is 
God all suflicient^ and if you are now led to 
him as your chief joy, you shall remember your 
misery no more. This is the hope with which 
he comforts the hearts of the pious, << I shall see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the liv- 
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ing." If the trying of your fmtli works patience, 
repentance, and hope, then the loss of your 
gourd shall he the gain of your soul. If the af- 
fliction irritates you to impatience, or sinks you 
in despair, you have sustained an awful loss. 
You have lost not only the comfort which the 
Lord hath called away, but the moral advantage 
which you might have reaped from its FemovaK 
This is a double loss, and the last is the mote 
dreadful of the two. In passing through the 
world, we see many a withered gourd, and what 
numbers of human beings are wearying them- 
selves in vain efforts to restore departed verdure, 
or complaining of those whom they blame for 
bringing them low. How few do we see whose 
exerdse warrants us to point to them, and to 
say, *^ here is the faith and the patience of the 
saints.'' Let your chastening then yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness. Let the bro- 
ther of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted 
to a station in Christ's kingdom, and to ian emi- 
nence in holiness, with which no distinction in 
this world can be compared. But let the rich 
man rejoice in that he is made low, in the afflic- 
tion that weans him from the world and pre- 
pares him for glory^ << because as a flower of the 
field he shall pass away ; for the sun is no sooner 
risen with a burning heat, than it withereth the 
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grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the 
grace of the fashion thereof perisheth, so also 
sliall the rich man fade away in his ways. Bless- 
ed is the man that endureth temptation, for 
virhen he is tried he shall receive the crown of 
life which Grod hath promised to them that love 
him." . 

I have little doubt but that serious readers of 
these remarks feel their gratitude to God excit- 
ed for his rearing up the Plant of Renown, 
which covers the hills with its shadow, and 
whose boughs are like the goodly cedars. The 
Plant of Renown hath a shadow, not for one 
only, but for multitudes ; and neither the rain, 
nor the hail, nor the vehement wind, nor the 
scorching sun, can reach those whom it covers. 
It is a Plant which no creature can consume, 
and no power overthrow. How glad of this 
Tree is the man who is oppressed with the bur- 
den of guilt, and alarmed by the terrors of the 
Lord. In its shadow the heart cannot rejoice 
too much. In the heat of summer, and in the 
cold of winter, its verdure and fragrance are the 
samel No autumn changes the colour of its 
leaves, or strews them to the blast; and no 
spring is necessary to cover its branches. It is 
a Tree that bears twelve manner of fruits, and 
its leaves are for the healing of the nations. To 
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sit under its shadow, and to eat of its fruit» is 
the purest and sweetest enjoyment of a pious 
heart. Let the weary and theJu^^ned sinxier 
come under this shadow, and they shall find 
rest to their souls ; and let the pious abide un- 
der it, for there alone can they be safe and hi^>- 
py. Once this Plant was smitten of God, but 
this waii done that it might drop balm on you. 
Now it grows in the midst of the paradise of 
God, and to it let your affections rise, and from 
it let jthem never descend. 



THE CANDID INQUIRER. 

This character is rare. Many, engrossed by 
the cares of the world, and unconscious of the 
beauty and the value of truth, feel not the least 
solicitude for religious knowledge ; and make no 
effort to attain it. Others, under the influence 
of the prejudices of education, the feelings of 
party, or the power of system, examine every 
opposite doctrine and scheme with a wish and 
determination to condemn it altogether, or to 
make it bend to their own. Few there are who 
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seek wisdom in the spirit of meekness and do- 
cility ; and who are eager to receive its lessons 
from the humblest instructors, and in the sim- 
plest form. A beautiful example of such an in- 
quirer is presented to us in the desert of Gaza^ 
and in the conduct of the Ethiopian nobleman 
who was returning to his own country from 
Jerusalem^ where he had been offering homage 
to the God of Israel. In the whole of the nar- 
rative he discovers a very amiable spirit — and a 
pattern is exhibited which cannot be studied 
without delight, nor followed without advantage. 
His regard to the ordinances of religion first 
claims our notice. FVom the Jews who lived in 
Ethiopia he had probably acquired some know- 
ledge of their religion ; and having heard of the 
glory of the temple of Jerusalem, and of the 
blessings to be obtained in worshipping the 
God of Israel there, he resolved to go up to the 
house of the Lord. The journey was long and 
fatiguing ; his path lay through deserts frightful 
by their sterility, the perils arising from the 
wind and the sun, and the predatory tribes, whom 
the wealth and the helplessness of the traveller 
embolden ; and he had reason to fear that ad- 
vantage might be taken of his absence to supplant 
him in the favour of his sovereign, and to defeat 
r2 
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the arraogements which he had made for the con« 
ducting of public afiairs, yet did he repair to the 
temple of the Most High. It was not on an 
embassy to the niEng powers of Judea that he 
was sent, but for the worship of the King of 
kings did he come. He would rather bow at 
his footstool than occupy the highest station in 
the court of Ethiopia ;. and, without apxiety, he 
left the protection of his person and interests to 
the care of Heaven. 

It is mournful to think, that in Christian 
countries there are so many who live within a few 
steps of the sanctuary of God, but never attend 
its worship ; and that, while the great travel so 
readily to a considerable distance on tours of cu* 
riosity or pleasure, so many of them are strangers 
to the place where God's honour dwelleth. Our 
public papers detail the splendid equipages 
which, on the Lord's day, crowd to the faeJilon* 
able promenade, but seldom is the chariot seen 
waiting at the gates of wisdom. In too many 
families the form of piety is left to be main-* 
tained by the female part of them, while the fa- 
ther and the sons act as if they were too wise 
for its lessons, and too mighty for its restraints. 

Some plead the hurry of business as an ex- 
cuse for their absence ; but are their engage- 
ments more pressing than those of this noble- 
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man ? It is not months, or weeks, or ddys in 
succession, that are asked, but one day in seven ; 
and who can say that this is too much. Among 
the lower orders, many spend the Sabbath in 
slumber, in dissipation, or in mischief; and 
many churches might be filled with such wan« 
derers. One great cause of the neglect of pub- 
lic worship has been the little care which has 
been taken to provide instruction in a form in- 
tere^di^g to the heart. The gospel is the true 
attraction. It is a striking fact, that while the 
splendid cathedral is deserted, that while the 
priest stands almost solitary by its gilded altars, 
and the organ gives its finest tones to the air, 
assemblies of a humbler kind are crowded, and 
worship of a simpler cast is accompanied by the 
hearts of the multitude. That name shines 
there, without which splendour and learning are 
vanity, and which can attract from the greatest 
distance, and charm in the highest degree. 

The next excellence in this nobleman, is his 
delight In the holy Scripture. We may believe 
that his regard to it was very strong, since he 
carried it with him in his diariot^ and read it 
there. He had in his journey access to a varie- 
ty of books, and from his library he might have 
brought a number, of other manuscripts to be 
perused as he travelled, but the Bible was his 
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favourite companion. And as he had read it 
in repairing to Jerusalem to cherish the pious 
affections required in divine worship, so he read 
it as he was returning to keep alive the impres- 
sions which had been produced, that he might 
carry with him to a distant land some of that 
holy fire which he had caught at the altar of 
God. 

It is much to be regretted that so many, in 
all the ranks of life, are strangers to the Scrip- 
tures. In examining the libraries of the rich 
and the noble, we meet with thousands of vol- 
umes, possessing every ornament which the 
painter or the binder can give them ; but 
amidst so much to amuse or to instruct, as to 
the interests of time, how little is there to re- 
mind of eternity, or to give the knowledge of 
salvation. 

Few think of taking the Bible with them in 
their journeys, and seldom is it to be found in 
the apartments to which the traveller is direct- 
ed. It is a circumstance worthy of notice, as 
marking the improved taste of the public, that 
most vessels of passage on canals and rivers are 
furnished with books for the perusal of passen- 
gers ; and much better, in every view, is this 
way of beguiling the time than spending it in 
cards or in drinking. But how seldom is the 
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IBible opened in such places ; and in many cases 
if it was done, it would be marked with a sneer 
of coDtempt. 

With regard to the lower ranks, it is a me- 
lancholy fact that the Bible is not regarded 
among some of them as it once was, and that 
infidelity has sought among them for its disci- 
ples as the only guide to wisdom, and the de- 
liverer of mind and body from thraldom. Pub- 
lications, filled with ridicule and abuse of the 
Bible, have been read with avidity among them; 
and, addressed to their passions as they have 
been, have had a frightful influence. It is in 
such circles that the blasphemies of Carlisle, 
and Hone, and Wooler, are retailed ; and their 
undisguised impiety is a dear evidence of the 
hold which these enemies of God and man ima- 
gine they have got of the tninds of the populace. 
But a better spirit has been awakened. The 
noble throughout the land are distinguishing 
themselves by their activity in the circulation of 
the Scriptures ; and the strong delusion which 
pervadfi^our manufacturing districts is passing 
away. From every condition of society, and 
from every period of life, testimonies are heard 
to the value of that word which God hath mag- 
nified above all his name. The Bible shall be 
my companion in the closet, for no book can 
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instruct me like it ; in the scene of affliction, for 
none can comfort me like it; in the hour of 
temptation, for this alone can keep me from evil > 
in the avocations of business, for it will teach 
me to behave myself wisely in a perfect way ; 
and in the hour of death, for it will show me 
the path to life everlasting. 

The docility and meekness of this stranger is 
a very amiable feature in his character. Many 
would have considered the question of Philip as 
a gross afiront, but he answered it with great 
mildness, and requests hini to come up into tlie 
chariot to instruct him. He saw, from the man- 
ner of Philip, that the question was not the dic- 
tate of impertinent curiosity; and that he had no 
selfish object in proposing it. It struck him, that 
from him he might obtain information on topics 
which perplexed him ; and God sent down to 
him that light and truth in the wilderness which 
had not been vouchsafed to him in the temple. 

Instances of this temper are not uncommon 
in the higher ranks. We have heard of persons 
in elevated stations who have availed themselves 
of the prayers and the counsels of pious depen*- 
dents, and have found them their best comfort- 
ers and guides in spiritual distress. Such is the 
humble spirit of genuine religion, that such con- 
descension is so far from being abused that it 
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^Strengthens their solicitude for the welfare of 
«iuch superiors, and renders them Inore earnest 
mD prayer to God that he may grant them wis- 
^om, and may bless their efforts with success. 
This stranger felt peculiar solicitude to under- 
stand the description of our Lord's sufferings? 
which he had been reading. There are no parts 
of Scripture we should be so anxious to know as 
those which respect the cross of Christ. It is 
by understanding these that we are enabled to 
form some idea of the love of Christ from what 
he suffered ; of his sacrifice from what he expi- 
ated ; of his merits from what he obtained ; of 
his patience from what he endured ; and of his 
power from what he overcame. It is in the 
Cross of Christ that we can alone discern a way 
by which a holy God can pardon sin, a guilty 
conscience can obtain peace, a proud heart be 
broken in penitence, or nature be reconciled to 
pain and death. We may believe that Philip 
gladly embraced this opportunity of leading his 
mind to Jesus who was crucified, the meekness 
and patience of his spirit in suffering, the atone- 
ment which he made for sin by the sacrifice of 
himself, his triumphant resurrection, the neces- 
sity of the application of his blood for purifying 
the soul, and the access which we have by faith 
to the blessings of his Cross. These topics are 
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not usually handled before the great .An idea 
has prevailed that there are other topics more 
agreeable to their taste, and which will better 
display the information and genius of the preach- 
er. It cannot be necessary to expose the im- 
piety of such an opinion. There is but one way 
of salvation for the high as for the low ; and to 
I^m who has his eye fixed on the. majesty of 
God| and on the solemnities of that day when 
the small and the great shall stand before him, 
how insignificant do all earthly distmctions ap- 
pear. The fashionable sermons circulated so 
widely among the higher ranks can charm only 
in the hour of ease. In vain will the awakened 
conscience listen to their lovely song ; or the 
anxious mmd consult their pages, as to the ef- 
fectual mode of obtaining peacerwith God. It 
is to the preaching of the Cross that it must 
look ; and let this theme be discussed in a man- 
ner worthy of its importance, and which will 
furnish the fastidious with no pretext for dis- 
regarding it. 

He expresses a strong desire for baptism. 
He had heard from Philip that baptism was the 
sign of our connexion with Christ — an ordinance 
in which the blessings of salvation are applied, 
and a pledge on our part of adherence to his 
' cause ; and he wished to partake of it for the 
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Strengthening of his faith. This might, with 
certain classes, expose him to obloquy ; but he 
felt that it would be his honour to suffer shame 
for the name of Christ. 

A great €olicitude is expressed by parents for 
the baptism of their children ; but their motives 
are not always of the best kind. Some are in* 
fiuenced to this because of the discredit which 
would be attached to their families if it was not 
done, by an idea that baptism is essential to sal- 
vaHon, and that in this ordinance original sin is, 
in all cases, washed away. But an enlightened 
mind is superior to the conceits of ignorance 
and superstition,^ and desires it as a token of 
Christ's regard to little children, and the means 
by which his Spirit has been imparted. 

Philip, before he granted his request, wished 
to be satisfied respecting his &ith in the gospel. 
It was not a general assent to the truth of 
Christianity which he required, but such a faith 
as carries with it the consent, the approbation, 
and the acceptance of the heart. The idea, 
that a general assent to the truth of Christianity 
is all that is included in the faith of the gospel, 
is both false and pernicious. Thus would many 
consider themselves as true believers, who felt 
no interest in the truth, and over whom it had 
no influence. The faith of the gospel implies a 
• s 
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reliance on the Saviour ; and that reliance sup^ 
poses a conviction of the vanity of every other 
hope, and of the perfect sufficiency of Jesus 
Christ for the whole work of a Redeemer. 

How simple but decisive is his answer ! I be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. I 
believe in the divine glories, and the saving 
grace of the great Mediator. He had seen him, 
in the chapter which had been explained, in his 
lowest abasement; but there he beheld him ac- 
complishing such wonders, sustaining so com- 
pletely all the characters of the Messiah, fulfil- 
ling, in so glorious a manner, all the purposes of 
his Father, and realizing so amply all that had 
been prefigured of him in types so various, and 
prophecies so splendid, that he was satisfied that 
he was the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

This confession of faith presents a striking 
contrast, in its simplicity and brevity, to the long 
and elaborate creeds of succeeding ages, and to 
the details of opinion and experience which are 
required in some churches, from every applicant 
for its fellowship. It would have been happy 
for the Christian church could such primitive 
simplicity have been maintained in its confes- 
sions ; but the perversion of Scripture, by artful 
heretics, has made it necessary for religious so- 
cieties to state at some length the sense in which 
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they und^stand ^hem, and their opposition to 
the explanations given of them by those who 
would frustrate the grace of God. This is prac- 
tising no imposition on any man's conscience^ 
and is absolutely necessary to prevent the purity 
of the church from being sullied, and its peace 
from being brpken. Philip had every reason to 
be satisfied with this profession, for he had seen 
in his whole conversation the spirit of a disciple> 
and therefore readily baptized him. With what 
simplicity is his baptism related. It was per- 
formed with no earthly pomp, but the Spirit of 
glory descended on the convert, and, at that so- 
lemn moment, sealed him to the day of redemp- 
tion. He was filled with righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. The ad- 
ministration of baptism in the families of the 
gteat is, in many cases, the season of festivity ; 
and, were an account written of them, the de- 
tails of the pomp that attended it, and the lux- 
urious indulgence that followed it, would sadly 
indicate that the spirit of the world was the spi- 
rit of the scene ; and the serious mind would 
sigh at the thought, that an ordinance so simple 
should be disfigured by such gaudy trappings, 
and its object forgotten amidst a vain show. It 
is thus that the god of this world labours to 
{counteract the institutions of the gospel ; and 
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while we see him thus perverting the one sacra- 
ment of the New Testament by the pride of life, 
we behold him turning the other into a test for 
secular office, and making the altar of God the 
step to posts of digniQr or emolument. It ia 
only when these rites are observed in their ge« 
nuine simplicity, that we can expect them to be 
accompanied by a divine blessing. 

How beautiful is the close of this narrative ! 
He would, no doubt, have gladly taken his kind 
instructor with him, on account of the advan- 
tage he would. have obtained from his tuition, 
and of the benefits which his fiimily and people 
might have derived from his ministry, but it was 
necessary they should part ; and the regret at 
the separation was lost in the joy and the peace 
which he now felt in believing. Not all the 
rapture he had ever felt in^ the course of ambi- 
tion, successful as his had been, could be com- 
pared with the blissful emotions of this moment 

He did not return, filled with apprehensions 
of the dangers to which his new faith would ex- 
pose him, solicitous how he might reconcile it 
with compliances with idolatrous customs which 
his office might require of him, and fretting that 
he alone must be the first to make known a sys- 
tem which, to many, might applear ofiensive, 
and which he felt himself ill prepared to support. 
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Me went rejoicing. And what made him joy- 
Ivil ? It was not the prospect of returning to the 
axxommodations of his palace, to the attentions 
of his sovereign, and to the flattering respect of 
the people of Ethiopia, but his gladness flowed 
ftom a nobler source. He rejoiced in knowing 
Jesus Christ and him crucified ; in his connexion 
with Christ and his church ; in the exercise of 
those affections of love and gratitude which the 
view of his sufferings had excited; in his re- 
demption through the blood of the Lamb ; in 
the prospect of calling his family and friends to 
a happy acquaintance with the Saviour ; in the 
purpose of employing all the influence of his 
high station in promoting the knowledge which 
he felt to be life eternal ; and in the hope of the 
everlasting adoration and enjoyment of Jesus in 
that world to which believing strangers were 
now to hasten from every quarter of the globe. 
This had been the happiest journey he had ever 
taken ; the most instructive interview he had 
ever enjoyed ; the most profitable chapter he 
had ever perused ; the most beneficial ordinance 
he had ever observed; and the most eventful 
hour he had ever lived. 

This is a most interesting view of the good 
man's journey to heaven. In its first stages, the 
idea of the misery from which he has been de- 

s2 
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Yivered, the perils he has escaped, the blessings 
which have been conferred on him, the prospects 
opened before him, and the new principles ope« 
rating within him^ must give a joy to his heart 
rising to rapture* In such a state of mind, the 
wilderness seems to blossom, and every sound 
that he hears calls him blessed. This ecstasy 
cannot be expected always to continue; — the 
sky may become dark, and the tempest rage for 
a season, but in Christ ye shall have peace. 
And, at the close of life, it is often seen that the 
pilgrim sings as in the days of youth. There 
are clouds in the sky, but the setting sun decks 
them with the roost beautiful colours; the ddW 
of his evening is as abundant as that of the 
morn; softer melody hushes him to rest than 
that which called him to activity ; and angels 
guide him through the vale of death to the land 
of uprightness. ** The ransomed^ of the Lord 
shall return, and shall come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy on~ their heads ; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away." 
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LYDIA. 



In the sixteenth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, we have an account of the introduc- 
Cion of the gospel into Europe, a quarter of the 
world where it has delighted to dwell, and where 
it has produced the most important results. 
PhiMppi was the first city in Europe which was 
visited by the day-spring from on high, and 
Lydia and her family were its first fruits to 
Christ. If the time and the place of the intro- 
duction of any useful invention, or any import- 
ant discovery in science into a countiy, is no- 
ted with care by all who take an interest in the 
welfare and the improvement of their species, it 
would ill become us to consider with indifference 
the time in which the grace of God, that bring* 
6th salvation, first appeared in this division of 
th9^1obe, or the place from which it has spread 
over all its borders. Worldly men may deem 
this the proudest boast of Europe, that it has 
been the favourite seat of science and of civili- 
zation — ^but the Christian will regard this as its 
glory, that the grace and truth which came by 
Jesus Chnst have had in it their most extensive 
spread; and their brightest influence. 
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The propagation of Christianity, in the primi' 
tive times, was committed to persons deeply in- 
terested in its progress, and we see in their his- 
tory that they shrank from no toil and no suf- 
fering required in the work of the gospel. The 
zeal of the apostles led them to seek out every 
opportunity of usefulness. Deeply impressed 
with the danger of sinners, the compassion and 
grace of the Saviour^ and the obligations of the 
office with which they had been invested, they 
preached the word at all seasons, and in all 
places where any assembling of people pre-* 
sented to them an opportunity of addressing 
them on the best interests of their souls. It was 
by this holy and benevolent zeal that Paul was 
led into the Jewish synagogues, and into the 
, schools of philosophy, to exhibit to the Jews 
Jesus Christ as the end of the law for righteous- 
ness, and to the Greeks the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge which are hid in him ; and it 
was by it that he was impelled to go into the 
place of prayer at Philippi, and to deliver to 
the suppliants there the message of salvation 
with which he had been intrusted. He would 
set before them the mediation of him by whom 
we have access to the Father ; that blood of 
Jesus, by which we have boldness to enter into 
the holiest of all ; and those offices of interces- 
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sion and sympathy which Christ performs for 
us in Heaven, which are so soothing in sorrow^ 
axkd so animating in duty. His doctrine was 
l>lessed for the conversion of Lydia, and the nar- 
rative of it, though short, is highly interesting. 
Xhe sacred historian tells us, '< that a certain 
w^oman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard 
us : whose heart the Lord opened, that she at- 
tended unto the things which were spoken of 
Paul. And when she was baptized, and her 
household, she besought us, saying. If ye have 
judged me to be fiuthful to the Lord, come into 
my house, and abide there. And she constrain- 
ed us." 

The account given of Lydia's circumstances 
and character, previous to her conversion, is 
well worthy of attention. She had come from 
her native city to JPhilippi, and, as it is probable 
that she was now a widow, she sold either pur- 
ple cloth, or purple dye, for the support of her 
family. Providence had smiled on her virtuous 
mdustry, for she was able to show hospitality to 
the apostles. Few sights are so gratifying as 
the successful efforts of ft person in such circum- 
Btancesy to rise above poverty and dependence, 
and to supply to children the want of a father's 
toils. The widow whom Paul recommends to 
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the respect and the care of churches, is one who 
has brought up children, who has lodged stran- 
gers, who has washed the saints* feet, who has 
relieved the afflicted, and has diligently followed 
every good work. Such character^ 'are at once 
the ornaments of Christianity and of domestic 
life. 

There are many powerful considerations, 
which call upon all, in such a condition as Lydia^ 
to go and do likewise. Thus will they esdiibit 
the most striking evidence of affection to the de- 
parted, bind the hearts of their children to them 
by the strongest ties, and manifest a greatness 
and strength of mind which will secure them 
universal respect. Indolence and morbid sensi- 
bility shrink from exertion, and imagine that 
from them it can neither be expected nor re- 
quired ; but such folly will be punished in the 
penury of their &mily, and in the mis^ of 
their own hearts. On the other hand, diligence 
not only maketh rich, but cheerfulness will as- 
suredly attend it; and the widow's toils will 
preserve her health of body, and lighten her 
heart of its most oppressive cares. It is seldom 
that envy or rivalship thwart her plans, or ob- 
struct her success. The good delight to aid 
her efforts, and the bad are ashamed to oppose 
them. 
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But Lydia is also described by the religious 
profession which she maintained. She was either 
a Jewess, or a proselyte to that religion. In a 
heathen city she worshipped the living and true 
God, and by her exact performance of religious 
rites, and her eager desire after religious know- 
ledge, she was not far from, the kingdpm of God. 
It is a most erroneous supposition, that the 
greatest proportion of converts" are gained from 
among the licentious and the profligate. We 
know that Christ came into the world to save 
sinners, even the chief, and that the most atro- 
cious transgressors have been sanctified by his 
grace ; but it is certain that his Spirit most com- 
monly operates on those who wait daily at wis- 
dom's gates, and who have enjoyed the inesti- 
mable benefits of a pious education. Some, by 
a most shocking perversion of the gospel, have 
imagined that the farther they went in wicked- 
ness, they made themselves more fit for the work 
of the Saviour ; and ideas of this kind have re- 
ceived too much countenance, in the injudicious 
manner in which the conversions of ^ome male- 
factors have been detailed, and in their being 
exhibited as leaving the world with the most 
rapturous expression of religious hope. But that 
no great confidence should be placed in such 
impressions, is evident in the contempt of all 
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that is serious, which has been shown after a 
reprieve, by some criminals who appeared moal 
devout ; and for one instance of salvation coming 
to the atrocious offender, there are many who 
are left to bring on themselves wrath to the ut^ 
termost. God sometimes lifts a plant from tbi 
wilderness, and places it in his vineyard* but i| 
is his common mode to transplant to it flowery 
from the fields, which surround it^ and whichj 
from their situation, share in its breezes an(| 
dews* 

The account given of the conversion of Lydial 
is very striking. But did such a character as 
we have described require such a change ? Per- 
haps her piety was like that of the Ethiopian] 
nobleman, and of Cornelius, and required to be 
enlightened and influenced by the doctrines and 
the events of the Christian dispensation. Or, 
which is a more probable supposition, though 
her life was decorous, and her observance of re- 
ligious worship exact, she ** knew not the plague 
of her own heart," and relied on the purity of 
her character, and the attention which she paid 
to the charge committed to h^, as entitling her 
to the favour of God. The Spirit of God dis- 
covered to her guilt and depravity of which she 
was unconscious, and showed her, in the blood 
and in the grace of Jesus, a remedy for evils 
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i^us unveiled, noble motives for duty, and a 
kure hope for eternity. 

To persons whose outward deportment is 
fprave and sober, as well as to the atrocious 
transgressor, the Saviour declares, << Ye must 
be bora again." The human heart is shut 
•gainst truth and holiness. It is often shut 
'Cfcgainst truth and duty by prejudices, or &lse 
ideas of reh'gion ; and even when the natural 
man has just views of the gospel scheme, yet 
with him knowledge is a mere speculation. His 
'Understanding is blind to its glory. These mys- 
• teries which angels contemplate with wonder 
' and rapture, he regarSs with no interest ; nor 
' do^s he see aught in the divine character to en- 
gage his affections. There are seasons when 
-impending danger may make the careless to 
tremblil and when signal deliverances may raise 
: the gl(A(r of gratitude in the cold heart, but it 
: soon returns to its /ormer insensibility. Pride 
excludes gratitude, and anxiety about this world 
solicitude for eternity. Selfishness is incompa- 
.> tible with beneficence, and a fair reputation 
> among men often excites false and perilous im- 
i pressions of the light in which we are regarded 
!( by the «1udge of all. Now, in conversion, the 
oi heart thus shut is opened. He who command^ 
h ed the light to shine out of darkness, shines into 

T 
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it. The divine character is discovered in its 

I 

glory ; the life of Jesus in its varied excellence ; 
8Bd their own state, temper, and conduct, in 
such a light as produces a godly sorrow, and a 
lasting humility. The gates are open, and the 
graces of religion enter and abide there ; Re- 
pentance with its salutary reflections, devotion 
with its heavenly tendencies, charity with ^its 
kind impulses, faith with its purifying influence, 
patience with its holy tranquillity, and hope with 
its bright anticipations. And this is (jod*s act. 
Friendship may knock, holy compassion may 
warn and plead, and remorse and terror may, 
like a strong wind, shake* the gates, but all will 
remain closed, till He put forth his hand ^* who 
hath the key of the house of David, who opens, 
and none can shut.*' 

The change which took place on Lj4ia was 
effected while she was hearing the gospeH I do 
not assert that the heart is never opened but in 
God's house. The ^ough hand of affliction is 
sometimes put forth to open it^ and amidst the 
pangs of disease, and the sorrows of death, the 
soul has been quickened, — ^but it is the preach- 
ing of the gospel which is the most frequent in- 
strument of conversion. Let not those who ne- 
glect it flatter themselves that they will obtain 
salvation by other methods ; for << he that turns 
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away hig ear from the hearing of the laiTi his 
prayer shall be abominatioiK" 

This change seems to have been acoouq^lish- 
ed In a soft and gentle manner. Some repre- 
sent conversion as always preceded by a season 
of anguish and horror^ in which the mind is 
brought to the verge of distraction^ and the 
heart is tortured with the pains of hell ;. but in 
some cases the soul is led by a gentler mode 
into the paths of righteousness. This has been 
the case with some who were converted in early 
life;, with persons whose dispositions were mild 
and tender^ and with those who have been kept 
by grace, in a considerable measure^ free from 
^he pollutions of the world. 

This change was effected suddenly. In many 
cases Jesus stands at the door, and knocks till 
his head Is filled with dew» and his locks with 
the drops of the night, but in others the door is 
thrown open in an instant. Men accomplish 
their purposes by degrees, in consequence of 
their inability to execute them more promptly ; 
but the procedure of the Almighty is carried op 
in the way most conducive to his own glory, and 
most suited to the state, the characters, and the 
connexions of those to whom his dispensations 
refer. 

It also deserves our notice, that this change 
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was the .coDveruon of a person in the middle 
period of life. She was a widow who had a 
family left to her care, and must therefore have 
passed the season of youth ; and she was en- 
gaged in the active business of life, and had not 
sought that retirement from toil which the in- 
firmities of age require. It shows that they 
ought not to despair of salvation, who have 
passed through youth without regeneration, and 
that it mlEiy be obtained by them if they seek it 
amidst the cares and the bustle of active life. 
But let none presume from this to devote thenr 
early days to folly, and imagine that they will 
turn to God when they reach the more sober 
and mature periods of life. This was the first 
time that the gospel was heard by Lydia, and 
though she was impressed by it, the probability 
is, that those who have neglected the great sal- 
vation in their early days, will continue to dis- 
regard it. If while their spirits are tender they 
hear without efiect the superlative excellencies 
of the character and love of Christ displayed, 
and the melting history of his suflerings, it cannot 
be imagined that they will yield to thek influ- 
ence when they are engrossed and perplexed 
with worldly cares. 

Several things are stated by the sacred histo- 
rian, as the result, and as the evidence of this 
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ehange in Lydia. She attended to the things 
that were spoken by Paul. The grace of God 
dissipated every prejudice which she might have 
entertained against Paul's doctrine on account 
of its novelty, its opposition to her former im- 
pressions and associations, and the calumnies 
circulated by the Jews against its publisher. 
The attention was captivated not by the man- 
ner, but by the sentiments of the teacher. SomjS 
have flattered themselves that they were con- 
verted, because they have been melted by pa- 
thetic eloquence, or alarmed by terrific decla- 
mation, — but it is by the tones of his volte or 
the energy of his manner that they are influen- 
ced, and not by die force of truth. We are not 
informed what doctrines Paul preached at this 
time, but we may conjecture what they were 
from his determination to make known nothing 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified. The name 
of Jesus was now to Lydia like ointment poured 
forth. She saw in his righteousness a sufficient 
title for her everlasting felicity, and in his care 
a perfect security for her present comfort and 
safety. Salvation is a theme too important to 
be triffled with ; and to the awakened heart it 
seems too interesting to admit of a wandering 
moment. 

Lydia was baptized and her household. Her 
t2 
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own baptism was a public token of her con- 
nexion with the Saviour, and a solemn seal of 
her redemption through his blood. The mem- 
bers of her family who had arrived at maturity 
were baptized on their receiring the word with 
meekness ; and the little children in it in con- 
sequence of their mother's &ith and piety. This 
part of the narrative suggests a very strong ar- 
gument for infant bi^tism. It is evident that 
there were little children in this house, andtbat 
the family did not consist merely of servants. 
Had Lydia been possessed of so much wealth 
as to have supported an establishment of several 
servants, it is not likely that she would have 
sold purple for the maintenance of her fiunily. 
And had she been of such an age as to have 
had all her children at maturity, she would have 
relinquished her employment to them as feeling 
in the infirmities of advanced life the call of na- 
ture for repose, and have looked to their exer- 
tions for that support which they had hitherto 
derived from her. But she found it necessary 
to labour for her young children, and she de- 
lighted to lay them under the shadow of the new 
covenant. The doctrine of infant baptism gives 
to little children a place in the kingdom of God, 
and connects the Redeemer with the duties, the 
sojrrows, and the hopes of domestic life. In the 
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water of baptism, the dew of heaven falls ; and 
rests on the sweet flowerets in the garden of 
God, strengthening their stalks, unfolding their 
blo8S(«ns, and cherishing their fragrance and 
beauty. 

In a Christian country, submission to baptism 
is no certain test of holy principle, for it is con- 
sidered as discreditable to be unbaptised ; but, 
in a place like Philippi at this period, it was 
such a mark of distinction betwixt those who re- 
ceived it, and the multitudes around, as exposed 
them to reproach and abuse, and it^ would only 
be solicited by those who wished to walk in all 
the ordinances and commandments of the Lord 
Jesus. 

The last result of her conversion which in 
mentioned, is, that she paid every hospitable at- 
tention in her power to the apostles. She was 
led to this by gratitude for the important ser- 
vices which they had rendered her. And she 
insists on their complying'with her request as an 
evidence that they were persuaded of the sin- 
cerity of her profession. If they did not abide 
in her house, she would consider herself as one 
of whom they stood in doubt, and therefore 
wished not to give their enemies an opportunity 
of exposing their rash confidence in their first 
convert. This attachment to the apostles, in a 
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place where so many were unfriendly to them, ■ 
evinced her sincerity. In situations where it is 
feshionable to be religious, many will court the 
society of its distinguished friends, but it is onl j 
real principle which can induce any to foUoir 
them when they are reviled and persecuted. 
H3rpocrisy is rare when the ways of Zion naouro. 
The apostles seem at first to have showed a 
reluctance to comply with her request for the 
trial of her spirit ; or lest it should be imagined 
that in changing their abode for her superior ac* 
commodations they were men^— sordid or luxu- 
rious. There were &lse teachers who served 
not the Lord Jesus but their own bellies ; and 
by good words and fair speeches deceived the 
hestttB of the simple; but the apostles had a 
spirit too noble and self-denied for such base- 
ness. They would have been satisfied with the 
meanest fare which they could have earned by 
labouring during a part of their time, but so ear- 
nest was this excellent woman that they accept- 
ed, of her invitation. Lydia had probably in 
view the benefit which she and her family would 
derive from their conversation, and from their 
performing the services of domestic religion*; 
she felt that she had much to learn, and, as 
their stay in Philippi would be short, she wish- 
ed to improve every moment of it. 
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Those of my readers who have considered 
this passage attentively, must be struck with 
the view which it gives of the nature, rise, and 
influence of religion. It lies not in bewildering 
the heart in vain speculation but in inclining it 
to the testimonies of God. It originates not in 
any impulse of enthusiasm, or in any power of 
human eloquence, or wisdom, or friendship, but 
in that divine influence by which God puts his 
laws in our minds, inscribes them on our hearts, 
and regulates our whole deportment by them. 
It discovers not itself in selfish solicitude for our 
own gratification, but in doing good. ^ Against 
such a religion what wise or good man can lift 
up his voice ? In order to furnish themselves 
with a plausible pretext for inveighing against 
it, infidels array it in a hideous dress, and re- 
present it as the enemy of reason and humanity. 
But reason is enlightened and purified by it 
doctrines, and humanity is strengthened ands 
guided by its spirit. In proof of these asser- 
tions, the appeal may be made to th^ evidence 
of facts, and even hypocrisy itself proves that 
there is a reality and excellence in religion, for 
if' this were not the case there would be no in-' 
ducement to assume its form. 

This passage inculcates on Christians many 
necessary and valuable lessons of a practical 
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cast. Let them like Lydia be diligent in busi- 
ness, and in families let the wife encourage and 
aid the industry of her husband. It will animate 
him to go forth to his toils when he finds on his 
return^ in the comfort of his dwellings that her 
labour has been accompanying his, that she 
looks well to the ways of her household, and 
eats not the bread of idleness. Let those fe« 
males on whom the care of families is devolyed 
exert themselves fmr their su]^rt; let them 
scorn the language of fretfiilness, and abhor the 
habits which are formed by indolence or de* 
sfiair. What a contrast to the character of Lydia 
is that of those ^* who are idle» wandering about 
from house to house, and not only idle but 
tatlers also, and busy bodies, speaking things 
that they ought not." While the dwellings of 
such persons are filthy and comfortless through 
their negligence, and their neighbourhoods are 
kept in strife by their talebearing, the children 
of the virtuous woman rise up and called her 
blessed; and her entrance into companjrwhen 
the care of her household permits it, is hailed 
as that of one whose manhers will adorn, and 
whose conversation will improve it. 

Let saints worship the Lord in the beauty 

of holiness, in the closet, the family, and the 

* temple ; let your closets be consecrated, your 
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families regulated, and your Sabbaths improved 
.for spiritual worship. Let your hearts be shut 
to the follies of the world, to the suggestions of 
the devil> to the corrui^ions of the flesh, and to 
the pride of life. Say not that you cannot ex- 
clude these, and that they will force themselves 
upon you in spite of all your efforts ; for you 
may avoid the scenes which are favourable to 
them, mortify the principles to which they are 
addressed, implore the influence of Him *' who 
shuts and none can open," and occupy the mind 
with meditations of a holy tendency. 

Let Christians fulfil the ends of baptism, and 
be able to give a reason for bringing their in- 
fants to it. You would struggle to the utmost 
against those who attempted to deprive them 
of any valuable temporal benefit, and will you 
be indifferent to their efforts who endeavour to 
set aside their claim to this ordinance ? The 
igndrance that prevails on this topic is much to 
be regretted, and gives too much reason for the 
sarcastic reflection that infant baptism is sup- 
ported not by conviction but by custom. Be 
at as much pains to acquire arguments for its 
support as the Baptists are for its overthrow, and 
let their zeal provoke yours. Let the world see 
that the religion which secures you happiness 
in eternity renders you a blessing on earth ; and 
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that he whose heart grace hath opened is uni- 
formly candid, benevolent, and liberaK *^ As 
you have opportunity do good to all, especially 
to those who are of the household of faith." 

I cannot close this sketch without beseeching 
the unconverted to repent now and to believe 
the gospel. If your hearts are indifferent to its 
^< calls you shall mourn at the last, and say how 
have I hated instruction, and my heart despised 
reproof; I have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that in- 
structed me ; I was almost in all evil in the 
midst of the congregation and the assembly." 
Then every faculty shall be opened to the feel- 
ing of God's wrath, and it shall be vain to at- 
tempt to enter heaven, or to flee from hell : — 
To-day, then, if ye will hear his voice harden 
not youc hearts, lest he swear in his wrath that 
you shall never. enter into his rest. 



THE END. 



^ 
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